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No. 6 In A Series: Top 100 Favorite Photo Postcards From The Collection Of Carl Howell

This postcard shows the Kentucky State Militia guarding the prisoner, Jim Buckner, as he was brought to trial and the crowd of people
standing near the Marion County Courthouse.

By Carl Howell - 2013

our nation’s allegedly antiquated and ineffective
court system. Among the most frequently voiced are

(1) the length of time it takes for many capital cases to
finally get to trial (2) that the government’s chances of
ever executing a defendant convicted and sentenced todie
for the commission of a heinous crime (or even multiple
crimes) are unlikely even when there is no doubt as to his
guilt and (3) that it sometimes takes as long as ten to
fifteen years before a defendant’s appeals are exhausted.
The “due process” received by a defendant charged
with a capital crime during the early 1900s bore little
resemblance to that of today. The right of a defendant to
be “Mirandized” prior to questioning by alaw enforcement
officer had yet to be constitutionally guaranteed by the
U. S. Supreme Court. There were no lengthy court delays;
there was no state-compensated public defender to repre-

F or many years we have all heard complaints about

sent a person unable to afford counsel; and, consequently,
few appeals of convictions in circuit courts were filed by .

African-Americans and others who wereindigent. When a

jury returned a verdict of guilty, the consequences were .

usually inevitable and final,

A case in point involves the 1911 arrest, trial, and;
execution of a man found guilty of murder in Marion Coun-

ty Circuit Court, in Lebanen, Kentucky.- On May 7, 1911,

police officer, John A. Robey, became the first Lebanon

policeman in thirty-four years to be killed while on duty.
Two African-American men were arrested; one was taken
to a Louisville jail and the other to the Nelson County Jail

in Bardstown for their own safety. Twenty-five soldiers-

from Co. E, First Regiment of Louisville, accompanied one
of the men, Jim Buckner, age 18, to Lebanon for his trial
on May 13th, six days later. As he was brought in chains;
from the depot, twenty-five more soldiers from Co. A of
Bowling Green helped keep the peace during this emotion-
al time. The one-day trial ended with Buckner being sen-

.

Love all, trust a few, do wrong to none. --Shakespeare
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tenced to die in the electric chair, then being built at the
Eddyville penitentiary. On July 8, 1911, he became the
first person in Kentucky to die in this manner. The other
man, Jesse Smith, was convicted of manslaughter on May
16, 1911, and sentenced to an undetermined number of
years at hard labor. Co ,

A second trial of interest occurred a short time later on
October 16 and 17, 1911, also in Marion County. John
Boarman was one of two men accused of raping Minnie
Lamb, a 17-year-old Marion County girl. The jury, com-
posed of men who were residents of Boyle County, Ken-
tucky, found him guilty and sentenced him to die in the

" electric chair in Eddyville. The other man, Clarence Al-

ford, was later found guilty of criminal assault and given
a sentence of fifteen years.

Some postcard photographers in the early 1900s rou-
tinely covered crimes, trials, and executions of prisoners
who had been given death sentences. The more highly-

“on detention facilities, including county jails an

In Kentucky During The Posteard Era

skilled and accomplished postcard photographers gerved
as some of our country’s earliest photojournalists.; ring
these early years of postcard popularity, most smdlHown
newspaper enterprises did not have the capacity:t¢ pub-
lish pictures on their pages. Consequently, posfcards
made and disseminated by local photographers often pro-

scenes. ,

Real photo postcards related to crime and the
nal justice system during the early 1900s have|
scarce and highly collectible. Some collectors conge

prisons, while others focus on erime scenes and the
nals themselves, : .
Postcards that reveal blatant violence and itd after-
math as well as all forms of racism and discriminatjon are
highly sought by some collectors. While a few peaple may
still collect them for racist reasons, most serious coljectors

bt At

This is an
of the Marion County Courthouse.

Shelby County is recognized as the Saddlebred Capital of Kentucky,

October 17, 1911, image of the trial officials and jury in thé John Boar

v
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This scaffold was used in J
several Kentucky counties for
hanging criminats who had
been convicted of capital
offenses and given the death
senhtence. Among those
known to have been hanged
on this apparatus were: John
Johnson in Mt. Sterling,
Montgomery County, ca.
1895; Ray Ross in Lexington, §
Fayette County, on December
19, 1924; Ed Harris, in
Lexington, on March 6, 1226;
Pete Montjay, in Covington,
Kenton County, on December
17, 1837; and Harold Van

~ Venison, in Covington, on
June 3, 1938. Venison's death
marks the !ast legal hanging in
Kentucky. Later, in 1938, the
law pertaining to hangings in

Kentucky was repealed. | Scafiold at Kentucky Colonel, Willismstown, Ky....Used in last legal hanging in Kentucky,

cution law to include public hanging for both rape and
attempted rape. It provided that the sentence would be
carried out in the county in which the crime occurred.
The last legal public hanging in the United States
occurred on August 14, 1936, in Owensboro, Daviess Coun-
ty, Kentucky. Rainey Bethea, a 23-year-old African-Ameri-
can, had been sentenced on June 25, 1936, to die for the
June 7, 1936 rape and murder of Eliza Edwards, an elderly
white woman. A crowd estimated at 10,000 packed down-
town Owensboro for the hanging. This event received me-

dia coverage by reporters throughout the country; the pic-

nic-and-circus atmosphere was covered by the New York
Times, Chicago Tribune, and numerous other national pub-
lications; and chartered airplanes delivered photographs to
major cities that published daily newspapers. The national

‘reaction was a great outcry against public executions, and -

in 1938 the General Assembly modified the law to require
that all executions take place within the walls of the state
penitentiary. _
Throughout most of the 1800s and into the early
1900s, Kentucky was one of our nation’s most violent
states. This was especially evident in the Appalachia re-
gion of Eastern Kentucky. Men living in this area placed a
high value on their reputations and that of theirloved ones.
Often, when they were the victims of crimes perpetrated by
local residents or people from nearby counties, they were
known to demand their own form of deadly retribution
rather than wait for the court system to provide justice. As
many men routinely carried firearms and excessive alcohol
consumption was widespread, incidents often occurred

during which fatal consequences resulted.
To further complicate matters, Kentucky’s [county

'sheriffs were elected by the citizenry to serve for only a two-

year period. They were required to perform a vaj riety of
duties for which many were neither mentally able nqr phys-
ically prepared to handle. They collected county an d state
taxes, were the chief election officials, served as thd execu-
tive officers of circuit courts and provided the countjes’ law
enforcement duties. Due primarily to the poor pay §
frequent life-and-death dangers to be faced, ung
persons were often elected.

Consider, also, that during this time many armgd crim-
inals and fugitives were able to find sanctuary injnearby
counties; that the sheriffs who resided in these cpunties
were often friends of, and sometimes related to, the law-
breakers; and, it is understandable that, in cases if which
law enforcement officers in such counties were requsted to
assist in apprehension efforts, meaningful redprocity
among law enforcement agencies was mostly nonekistent.

For a few Eastern Kentucky counties in fhe Ap-
palachia region, the formation of posses provided the only
logical solution. Men who served in posses usuallyltook an
oath to serve as either deputy sheriffs or deputy co
Often, the only financial incentive for these men fvas the
opportunity to share in the reward money, if thpy were
successful in their efforts. !

alified




Page 60 -- The Kentucky Explorer

CEiF g B

e b o, 4

" Thig historic and rare postcard shows eight armed men who comprised one of John Wright's posses in 1912. The man they we

attempting to apprehend, John Aflison, had killed John Wright's nephew, Jim Wright, near Beefhide Creek in Letcher County, Kentue

of duty. Many historians consider
that, over an extended period, John
Wright (1844-1931) did more than any
other man in this region to preserve
order and peace.

The following printed wording is located
on the back of this vintage postcard: John
Wright was one of the settlers living in the
Jenkins area at the turn of the cenfury
when coal companies were opening up
Southeastern Kentucky for coal mining.
Asal. S. deputy marshal he enforced the
law with a firm hand and the stories of his
explcits have become legendary in this
section. The name “Bad” or “Devil” given
to him is complimentary and means that
hewas bad for lawbreakers. John Fox Ji.’s
book, The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, is
based on the happenings in the life of John
Wright in the character, “Devil Jud”
Tolliver. '

A lie can travel half way around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes. --Spurgeon

Carl Howell, P. . Bx 116, Hodgenville, KY 42748 shares this article and postcards.
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FIRST CHAIR VICTIM—The Enterprise three weeks ago pub-

. lished a story on the first man to die in Kentucky’s electric chair, He
; was Jim Buckner of Lebanon, who paid with his life for the slaying

in 'May, 1911, of Policeman John A. Robey. The story reminded for-
mer; City Patrolman Robert Gordon of an old picture in his posses-
sion. He brought it-to The Enterprise office and it is reproduced
sbove. It shows Buckner (third from right) in chains as he was
being taken to Eddyville, where the state’s then new electric chair 1
was being installed. With Buckner are (left to right)} Sherif John
A, Burton, -Deputy Sheriff Tom Stayton, Jailer Bill Madden, Dr.
Charles Kobert and N. 0. Blair.
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The First Legal Electrocution
In Ky. Took Place At Eddyvillg

Jim Buckner, 18-Year-Old, Executed For The Murder
| Of A Marion County Police Officer

Crittenden Record Press - 1911

almly, without the support of anyone, on July 8,
1911, Jim Buckner, the 18-year-old murderer of
Policeman John Roby of Lebanon, Marion County,
Kentucky, walked into the death chamber at the Eddyville
Branch Penitentiary in Lyon County, and 16 minutes later
his lifeless body was being prepared for burial. :
The first execution of 2 condemned prisoner by electro-
cution in Kentucky in July 1911 was a prenounced success
in speed and the absence of the hornble features attendant
upon public hanging.
Forty-five people, officials, ministers, and newspaper-

men witnessed the death of Buckner. Among all the as-

sembled officials and spectators, Buckner was the least
moved. From all indications, his heart was neither accel-
erated or retarded a beat or his breathing or color affected.
. He walked into the room between former Chaplain J.
B. Woodson and Guard Block, but neither of them touched
" When he turned around and seated himself, the action

‘was so natural that every person in the room, at the

instant, thought of one seating himselfin a barber’s chair.

Buckner might have rehearsed hig part in the perfor-
mance with the officials, who undoubtedly were letter
perfect in their roles, so exactly did he conform to the
requirements of the occasion. After sliding back comfort-
ably in the bulky death chair, he moved his feet together;
laid his arms out along the arms of the chair, ready to be
strapped; threw his head back against the rest, “almost
with the air of one who feels himself about to be reliéved of
some dreadful suspense; and never quivered until the first
shock of electricity doubled his hands into fists. His lips
were seen, to mutter a prayer Just as the cap was gently
pushed down on his head. That was all.

Previously, during the death watch, he had requested |

them to “tell Mother I hope to meet her in heaven.” He had
been baptized by Rev. J. H. Holden, and he spent the hours
of the night reading his Bible.

Just before the execution, both the Rev. J. H. Holton
and the Rev. J. B. Woodson offered prayer for the repose of
the doomed man's soul.

When everything had been adjusted and the prayers

" said, at a signal, P. W, Depp touched the button and one

rigor of the body in the chair showed that the'curmt had
gone home.'A moment and then 2,300 volts shot
the body, producmg no perceptible effect.
The End
That was at 4:13 a.m. Five minutes later, 11 Moss
pronounced Buckner dead; however, two minu
wards he thought he discovered a slight pulse, w’ was
gone in another minute and returned ne more.
Jim Buckner had paid the penalty for his .
He killed Policeman Roby of Lebanon, stabbi im 13
times in most fiendish faghion. - :

" Early Times In Old Ky.

Interesing History Of The Commonwdalth

The Hariford Herald - October 30, 1912

s early as 1769, the people of Virginia and th
knew and talked about the fine country
tucky, then an unsettled part of Vi.rginia. The

tothis Indian battleground. The early settlers of Ke
were as a rule Virginians and probably three-fd s of
this state’s population today trace back to the puzyey/
Saxon blood that settled in Old Virginia.
Kentucky was settled close around the Revol
peried, being admitted into the Union in 1792, a
of her lands were given to Revolutionary officers
pensation for services rendered to the country. There
no roadways leading from civilization into Ke:
those days, and it took brave, determined, heal
to leave comfortable quarters in the old settle
endure the hardships of becoming Kentuckians.
any plant becomes hardy the further northit is fo
winters sift out the weaker ones and only the vig
endure, until the plant life found in cold regions, ag
is more hardy, even wheh trangplanted into a wa

and Kentucky's mtazenshlp was made of heal z
brave people by the law of the “survival of the fittes

The county seat of Owen County is Owenton.
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No. 6 In A Series: Top 100 Favorite Photo Postcards From The Collection Of Carl Howell

Criminals, Gourts, And Consequences

This postcard shows the Kentucky State Militia guarding the prisoner, Jim Buckner, as he was brought to trial and the crowd of peopley

standing near the Marion County Courthouse.

By Carl Howell - 2013

our nation’s allegedly antiquated and imeffective
court system. Among the most frequently voiced are

(1) the length of time it takes for many capital cases to
finally get to trial (2) that the government’s chances of
ever executing a defendant convicted and sentenced to die
for the commission of a heinous crime (or even multiple
crimes) are unlikely even when there is no doubt as to his
guilt and (3) that it sometimes takes as long as ten to
fifteen years before a defendant’s appeals are exhausted.
The “due process” received by a defendant charged
with a capital crime during the early 1900s bore little

F or many years we have all heard complaints about

resemblance to that of today. The right of a defendant to-

be “Mirandized” prior to questioning by alaw enforcement
officer had yet to be constitutionally guaranteed by the
U. S. Supreme Court. There were no lengthy court delays;
there was no state-compensated public defender to repre-

sent a person unable to afford counsel; and, consequently,
few appeals of convictions in circuit courts were filed by
African-Americans and others who were indigent. When
jury returned a verdict of guilty, the consequences wer
usually inevitable and final.

A case in point involves the 1911 arrest, trial, an

_execution of a man found guilty of murder in Marion Coun

ty Circuit Court, in Lebanon, Kentucky.. On May 7, 1911
police officer, John A. Robey, became the first Lebano

policeman in thirty-four years to be killed while on duty
Two African-American men were arrested; one was take
to a Louisville jail and the other to the Nelson County Jai
in Bardstown for their own safety. Twenty-five soldie

from Co. E, First Regiment of Louisville, accompanied ony
of the men, Jim Buckner, age 18, to Lebanon for his tri

on May 13th, six days later. As he was brought in chain
from the depot, twenty-five more soldiers from Co. Aof
Bowling Green helped keep the peace during this emotion;
al time. The one-day trial ended with Buckner being sen:

13

Love all, trust a few, do wrong to none. --Shakespeare

ethesr T



The Kentucky Explorer -- October 2013 -- Page

In Kentucky During The Postcard

tenced to die in the electric chair, then being built at the
Eddyville penitentiary. On July 8, 1911, he became the
first person in Kentucky to die in this manner. The other
man, Jesse Smith, was convicted of manslaughter on May
16, 1911, and sentenced to an undetermined number of
years at hard labor. Co _
A second trial of interest occurred a short time lateron
October 16 and 17, 1911, also in Marion County. John
Boarman was one of two men accused of raping Minnie
Lamb, a 17-year-old Marion County girl. The jury, com-
posed of men who were residents of Boyle County, Ken-
tucky, found him guilty and sentenced him to die in the

- electric chair'in Eddyville. The other man, Clarence Al-

ford, was later found guilty of criminal assault and given
a sentence of fifteen years.

Some postcard photographers in the early 1200s rou-
tinely covered crimes, trials, and executions of prisoners
who had been given death sentences. The more highly-

still eollect them for racist reasons, most serious ¢

gkilled and accomplished postcard photographe
as some of our country’s earliest photojournalists
these early years of postcard popularity, most s
newspaper enterprises did not have the capacit
lish pictures on their pages. Consequently, p
made and disseminated by local photographers o
vided the first visual coverage of criminals
gcenes.

Real photo postcards related to crime and
nal justice system during the early 1900s hav
scarce and highly collectible. Some collectors co

_on detention facilities, including county jails state
prisons, while others focus on crime scenes and thd crimi-
nals themselves. '

Posteards that reveal blatant violence and jt§ after-

math as well as all forms of racism and discrimin.
highly sought by some collectors. While a few pe:

This is an October 17, 1911, image of the tri
of the Marion County Courthouse.

e 8Ny it

Shelby County is recognized as the Saddlebred Capital of Kentucky.

al officialé-and jury in the John Boarman tri

X Y

osed for the photographgr in front
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have a different motivation. The collectors with whom I am familiar have
attempted to docament and thereby historically record evidence of atroc-
ities imposed against African-Americans during thelate 1800s and early
1900s, Postcard images of lynchings provide the most extensive docu-
mentation, commentary, and insight as to the extreme violence that was
perpetrated during this period.

The most recognizable photograph among Kentucky collectors that
depicts such atrocities directed toward African-Americans was produced
asacolorized postcard in 1908. The postcard was purportedly copyright-

"ed that year by Jack Morton, a salesman, whose address is shown on the
" card to be Stahlman Building, Nashville, Tennessee. The quantity actu-
ally printed for distribution to the public is unknown. Printed vertically
on the right front section of the postcard is the following:
“TAKEN FROM DEATH,” LYNCHING AT RUSSELLVILLE, LOGAN
COUNTY, KENTUCKY, JULY 31, °08 [1908].
“Hanged on the old proctor lynching tree. This is a multiple cedar tree
and these four make a total of nine men lynched on this tree, some were
white men. This tree is an old landmark and was an 0ld cedar tree, even
in the youngest days of the oldest settlers. Russellville is one of the
pioneer towns of Kentucky and was settled in a cane brake. This is an
exact photograph taken at dawn Aug. 1,°08 [1908].” '

A newspaper account of the incident reflects that in 1908, Rufus
Browder, an African-American, shot and killed in self defense a promi-
nent white farmer for whom he worked in Logan County by the name of
James Cunningham. Browder was arrested and transferred to a jail in
Louisville for his own protection. Four of Browder’s African-American
friends were arrested and placed in the Russellville jail for “disturbing
the peace.” During the early morning hours of August 1, 1908, a white
mob entered the jail and demanded custody of the prisoners. With the
jailer’s cooperation, they were handed overto the mob and hanged simul-
taneously from the same tree. The victims were identified as Joseph
Riley, Virgil Jones, Robert Jones, and Thomas Jones.

In 1920, The Kentucky General Assembly amended the 1910 electro-

This is one of three vintage photo postcards in Cd
Howell’s collection of the electric chair in [t
Eddyville Penitentiary. One of the postcards
simply captioned Electric Death Chair. TH
Eddyville Penitentiary, ak/a Kentucky Stal
Penitentiary, is located on the banks of LgH
Barkley in Eddyville, Lyon County, and
Kentucky's only maximum security prison.

About all that can be said with certainty
about this captivating sepia-toned
postcard is that the photographer, Albert
Kraemer of Kraemer At Company
considered a picture of these nine well-
dressed men on horseback near
Williamsburg, Whitley County, Ken-
ucky, to be of suificient local interest to
be published and sold as a posteard o
the general public; that, for some
reason, these men were all “Bound for
Court" that day; and that itwas mailed to
Miss Emma Coons, Park Avenue,
Lexington, Kentucky, by Stella (LNU)
and postmarked in Wiliamsburg on
August21, 1912. As an attomey withan
abiding interest in all matters related to
such images, | hope to someday leam
theidentities of some or all ofthesemen,
the reasons why they were “Bound for
Court,” the date and place the picture
was taken and the clearly perceptible
relevance it has to this article.

A friend is someone who knows all about you and still loves yo
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This scaffold was used in
several Kentucky counties for
hanging criminals who had
been convicted of capital
offenses and given the death g
sentence. Among those
known to have been hanged
on this apparatus were: John
Johnson in Mt. Sterling, §
Montgomery County, ca.
1895; Ray Ross in Lexington,
Fayette County, on December Bl
19, 1924; Ed Harris, in
Lexington, on March 5, 1926; |
Pete Montjoy, in Covington, B
Kenton County, on December
17, 1937; and Harold Van §
_Venison, in Covington, on
June 3, 1938. Venison's death
marks the last legal hanging in
Kentucky. Later, in 1938, the
law pertaining to hangings in

Kentucky was repealed. | Scaffold at Kentucky Colonst, Williamstown, Ky.-ml}séd intast legal hanging in Kenlk

cution law to include public hanging for both rape and
attempted rape. It provided that the sentence would be
carried out in the county in which the crime occurred.
The last legal public hanging in the United States
occurred on August 14, 1936, in Owensboro, Daviess Coun-
ty, Kentucky. Rainey Bethea, a 23-year-old African-Ameri-
can, had been sentenced on June 25, 1936, to die for the
June 7, 1936 rape and murder of Eliza Edwards, an elderly
white woman. A crowd estimated at 10,000 packed down-
town Owensboro for the hanging. This event received me-
dia coverage by reporters throughout the country; the pic-
nic-and-circus atmosphere was covered by the New York
Times, Chicago Tribune, and numerous other national pub-
lications; and chartered airplanes delivered photographs to
major cities that published daily newspapers. The national

‘reaction was a great outcry against public executions, and -

in 1938 the General Assembly modified the law to require
that all executions take place within the walls of the state
penitentiary. _
Throughout most of the 1800s and into the early
1900s, Kentucky was one of our nation’s most violent
states. This was especially evident in the Appalachia re-
gion of Eastern Kentucky. Men living in this area placed a
high value on their reputations and that of their loved ones.
Often, when they were the victims of erimes perpetrated by
local residents or people from nearby counties, they were
known to demand their own form of deadly retribution
rather than wait for the court system to provide justice. As
many men routinely carried firearms and excessive alcohol
consumption was widespread, incidents often occurred

e

Kentucky was a popular hunting ground for the Shawnee and Cherokee Indian nations.

during which fatal consequences resulted.
To further complicate matters, Kentucky’s fcounty

“sheriffs were elected by the citizenry toserve for ogly a two-

year period. They were required to perform a vatiety of
duties for which many were neither mentally able pqr phys-
ically prepared to handle. They collected county anid state
taxes, were the chief election officials, served as the execu-
tive officers of circuit courts and provided the countes’ law
enforcement duties. Due primarily to the poor pay fnd the

frequent life-and-death dangers to be faced, unggalified
persons were often elected.
Conpsider, also, that during this time many armhdd crim-

inals and fugitives were able to find sanctuary innearby
counties; that the sheriffs who resided in these cbunties
were often friends of, and sometimes related to, the law-
breakers; and, it is understandable that, in casesjix which
law enforcement officers in such counties were requpsted to
assist in apprehension efforts, meaningful rec] procity
among law enforcement agencies was mostly none Ristent.

For a few Eastern Kentucky counties in the Ap-
palachia region, the formation of posses provided the only
logical solution. Men who served in posses usuallyjtook an
oath to serve as either deputy sheriffs or deputy cq stables.
Often, the only financial incentive for these men Was the
opportunity to share in the reward money, if they were
successful in their efforts.

The most noted leader of posses in Kentuc during
this era was “Bad” John Wright of Letcher County, a cele-
brated enforcer of law and order. He has been credifed with
having killed seven men, all in self-defense and fn|the line
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" This histeric and rare postcard shows eight armed men who comprised one of John Wright's posses in 1912. The man they W
attempting to ‘apprehend', John Allison, had kitled John Wright's nephew, Jim Wright, near Beefhide Creek in Letcher County, Kentud

Carl Howell, P. . Bx 116, Hodgenville, KY 42748, shares this article and postcards.

‘ ||
of duty. Many historians consider

that, over an extended period, John
Wright (1844-1931) did more than any
other man in this region to preserve
order and peace. :

The following printed wording is located
on the back of this vintage postcard: John
Wright was one of the settlers living in the
Jenkins area at the turn of the century
when coal companies were opening up
Southeastern Kentucky for coal mining.
Asal. 8. deputy marshal he enforced the
law with a firm hand and the stories of his
exploits have become legendary in this
section. The name “Bad"” or “Devil” given
to him is complimentary and means that
hewas badforlawbreakers. John Fox Ji.’s
book, The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, is
based onthe happeningsin the life of John
Wright in the character, “Devil Jud”
Tolliver. )

A lie can travel half way around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes. --Spurgeon




