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A Revolutiu*mry Hero of Woodford Co., Ky.

;By JNO. A. STEELE.
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.~ wealthy persons of that peridg

- that time, the War of the [Re
. - broke out and, being deeply intbued with
- a love of freedom and liber

Register

ettlers of

One of the earliest i
i Marquis

Woodford county was Gene

a

Calmes, a noted Revolutiongry soldier
and Indian fighter whose namke deserves
honorable mention in the hi tory of our
State and country. General (e Imes was
born in Shenandoah county Vjrginia, in
the year 1755. He was of Huguenot an-
- cestry his father the Marqui le La Cal-
metz (Anglicized to Calmep) was a
nobleman of wealth and cult g. who fled
to American to avoid religipuy persel
cution and to find a home| where he
could worship God according]to his 17+
lief and the dictates of his ponscience.
With many others of the ss ."- sect he
landed first in Carolina, butjfinally lo-
ey of Vir-

y Neville,

mt of the

family,
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AL MARQULS CALME.S

A\
‘neland."/ Woodford Co., Ky.. '

Virginia line, commanded by Colonel
Thomas Marshall, father of the great
chief justice, himself an officer in the
same command. At the battle of Bran-
dywine, Colonel Marshall was badly
wounded, and Calmes, who had risen to
the rank of lieutenant-colonel, after-
wards led the regiment with distin-
guished bravery. He crossed the Dela-
ware with Washington, fought at Mon-
mouth and other engagements and was
at Yorktown when the combined forces
of ‘Washington and Rochambeau, assist-
ed by the French fleet iinder the Count
De Grasse, compelled the surrender of
Lord Cornwallis, the result of which was
the independence of the colonies.

It is related that upon one occasion
he single-handed and alone captured
three British soldiers, He had gone to
a spring for water and seeing them ap-
proach from the opposite direction, con-
cealed himself in the bushes. Upon
reaching the spring and suspecting no
danger, they laid their guns aside, when
Calmes sprang forward like a tiger from
his lair, seized their arms and marched:
them into the American camp amid the
plaudits of the army. After the termina-
tion of the war, having heard of the
great fertility and boundless resources
of the country west of the Alleghanies,
and filled with the spirit of adventure,
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he determined to seeck a home

tucky, then the frontier county|jpf

ginia.  With a company. of wen,
down the Ohio river in keel

the mouth of Cabin Creek, neap

ville, thence across to Indian

what is now Clark county, whert

a crop of corn. He soon after
to Woodford, then a part of
ccunty, and located at “Canela
joining “Buck Pond,” the homg
old friend and comrade, Colonel

Marshall, where each built a brie

among the first of the kind in t
(both of which are in a good §!
preservation to-day). Here fo

years he was busily engaged in

land and improving his property||
Vhen war was declared again

land in 1812, he was again ready) fto meet

his old enemy and promptly offes

services to his country. He wip

a brigadier-general and placed |}
mand of the first brigade of "
riflemen, composed of the regi
Colonels Trotter and Donal

Harrison and Shelby. He was)
the army apon the invasion of
and was present at the battle

Tecumseh and the defeat of Pro¢
on account of sickness, the rg
hardship and exposure, he was

to take an active part, and hisih i

Trotter. After the conclusionf

under
within

Canada

of the

war, he returned to his fine estatg
surrounded by a retinue of sg
he lived with his family in ease #p
fort until his death, which occure

fentucky State Hiitorical Society.

ruary 27, 1834. His remains now re-
pose by the side of those of his
wife in a stone mausoleum, built
with great care Dby his direc-
tion and under his supervision be-

~ fore his death, about three miles east of

Versailles and near the railroad leading
from that place to Lexington. General
Calmes was a man of striking and
unique personality, nearly six feet in
height and weighing over two hundred

pounds, with blue eyes and a fair com-.

plexion; his bearing was soldierly, his
step Iithe and active and his manner was
courteous and elegant, He never aban-
doned the colonial customs or style in
dress. He wore his hair dressed in a
queue and neatly tied with a black rib-

bon, a broad cocked hat, sweeping blue

cloth coat, with metal buttons, velvet
knee pants and stockings, and shoes with
large silver buckles. Thus equipped, he
would ride to Versailles. to attend
county court of which honorable body
he was for many years a valued mem-
ber. He owned a number of slaves and
had them taught the various trades so
necessary to farmers of the earlier
times. He owned his sawyer, carpenter,
blacksmith and shoemaker and brewed
his own whisky and brandy, which he
dispensed with a generous hospitality
to his many friends and guests.

~When LaFayette visiteg America in

1825, he stopped in Versailles, He and

Calmes had been warm friends during
the Revolution, and the meeting between
the two old soldiers was touching and
pathetic as they embraced each other
and wept like children. Sarah Calmes,
a daughter of the general, headed a
committee of young ladies to strew
flowers in the path of the old hero, but
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LaFayette displayed his gallantry andl{1
greatness by walking around them inwj
giead of vver them. '
In early life, General Calmes was
happily married to Priscilla Hale, a lady
of culture and refinement, to whom li(:b
was devotedly attached and whose
death preceded his own some years. ‘
Ag a disguise to his sorrow, nearl
every year he built a boat at the mout
of Clear Creek on the Kentucky river,
and, accompanied by a few of l.is
friends and servants, he sought the wilds
of Arkansas to enjoy hunting, his favor-
ite amusement, returning overlaﬁd
hovseback. He was one of the projefqt-
ors of the town of Versailles, assisted
in laying it out and named it after the
city of Versailles in France. He neﬂer
sought political honors or preferme‘lht,
except 1795 he represented Woodford
county in the State Legislature. fHe was
essentially a soldier and when the duties
of that calling were performed, he fre-
ferred the quietude of his home ':\11‘1}(31'
tLan the applause and heraldry of‘te‘n
sought and received by others less de-
serving. Possessed of an ample fortune

O

he was kind to the poor, respected and
beloved by the neighbors.
e wag the father of uine children,
five sons and four daughters, none of
whom are now living. Not one of his
descendants is living in Woodford
county to-day, but are scattered over dif-
ferent parts of this and other States.
George V. Calmes, of Lee county, Ky.,
to whom the writer is indebted for val-
uable information, is @ grandson.
“Caneland” was afterward the home of
Col. Ezekiel Field and is now owned
by the Dunlap heirs. The grand old
forests of the Calmes manor have gradu-
ally disappeared before the relentless
stroke of the woodman’s axe, and in
their stead an expanse of cultivated
fields is now to be seen, and a few per-
sons to-day as they pass and repass are
conscious that beneath that venerable
pile hard by rests the remains of one
whose life was guided by that spirit of
patriotism which proclaimed to the
world the independence of America, and
which as a soldier and a citizen he pre-

served untarnished to the day of his
J. A. STEELE.

death.
Midway, Ky.




