OFF THE
WALL

~;; The Fourth of July brings back

,, . memories to Bradfordsville resident
5" William D. Freeman — he got to

i celebrate the Fourth of July, 1953,
¥ in the United States three days after
.3 getting back from the Korean War.

,E: In fact, Freeman made the nation-

#.al news scene. He and two other

* Kentucky GIs, Shannon Sloan of

rWaynesburg and Joseph Miller of

| Dayton, had their picture snapped

i by an Associated Press photogra-

ipher aboard the transport General

| Sturgis.

. The photo ran in The New York

szmes and many other newspapers
raround the country, including The
' Courtier-Journal.

Freeman, a native of Cornishville
iin Mercer County, dropped by the
.office the other day to show us his
‘picture in The C-J from 1953.

- He had another six months in the
'service before he was discharged —
.at the age of 20.

. Freeman enlisted at age 17.

“I was only 19 years old when I
.got home,” he recalled. “I went
through all that, and when I came
back I couldn’t even buy a beer in
the bar. I was illegal. I wasn’t 21.”

Asked if he had seen heavy fight-
g?ng‘,,«Fr,eeman said, “Well, I was

l
)
1
{

“Butthe E;mmbers speak for them-
selves.

When he arrived in Korea in June
1951, he was with Company H,

2nd Battalion, 1st Caly

- panies in the 2nd Battalios.

-Army could send him

‘that let him see lots of plage

town, Greensburg, and Cg

sion. .
Company H was one of]|

pany has 175 to' 200 men

The division was in K
the ‘middle of Decembe i
was rotated out to Hol

A platoon has 30 to 35 |fen in it,
so you can see that the division had
seen quite a bit of action. .

“That’s the way 1 rememer it,”
Freeman said, “and I think history
will back it up.” ]

He was made a staff
while on the lines at the a

“I believe I was the you
sergeant to be picked at th¢
he said, “but I don’t kn{
m”

Freeman stayed in Jap
October 1952.

“I signed a waiver on my|
time,” he said. That mg

%ergeant
ge of 18.
gest staff

Korea, which it did. This i
was in the 7th Infantry Divi

He was there several morg
before being pulled out of K,

Freeman and 63 other K
ans returned to the United S
the General Sturgis on 3

The troop ship stopped a
lulu to drop off soldiers
there, then went through
ma Canal.

diers got off in New York.
Including in the Kentu ‘
tingent were soldiers fro

as well as J.B. Stratton of alvisa.
Stratton provided Freemaf) w
copy of the article from The
er-Journal listing the retur

WilliamD. Freeman visited his parents in Cornishville before
overseas. This is the only photo he has of him and his father, /
together.

vicemen.

“We spent about 33 days on the
water coming back to the States,”
Freeman said. As a noncommis-
sioned officer, however, Freeman,
got shore leave in Honolulu.

He came back with a Combat In-
fantryman badge, the Korean ser-
vice ribbon, five battle stars, the
U.N. service ribbon and the Jap-
anese Occupation ribbon.

He was stationed in Virginia and
South Carolina before being sent to
Fort Knox, where he was dis-
charged.

Where he was nearly killed
“I went all through that.d

- war and hardly got a scratch,’

man said, “and wrecked an au
bile and was in a new brick
tal at Fort Knox unconscio
33 days with a brain concussi
But Freeman recovered, gc
1o a career as a truck driver.
He lived in Colorado and O
ma, movmg to Manon Cqu
1990. T L
He moved to Bradfordsvill
his wife, the former Phyllis

of Lawrenceburg, in Decemb



