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sold Dad a radio with a windmill gen-
erator to charge the battery. We put
that up high on a chestnut post. Listen-
ing was good in the winter when it was
windy, but in the summer the battery
didn't get much charge. The women
would listen to “Helen Trent,” “Our Gal
Sunday,” “Ma Perkins,” and others. In
the evening almost everything stopped
tolisten to “Lum and Abner” and “Amos
and Andy.” Saturday night was the
Grand Old Opry.

Every year there was a Grayson
County Day in the Fountain Ferry Park
in Louisville, about 90 miles away. Our
father, my brother, and I went. In those
days mass transportation was 30 to 40
people standing on the back of a stock
truck. Dad told us that he didn’t care
what we rode, but he would prefer that
we wouldn’t ride the “Racing Derby.” It
was an old wooden roller coaster, and it
didn’t look too safe. We went by this,
and saw Dad riding it with our aunt.
Yes, we rode it, too.

My parents had lived on the farm
about 20 years, and the family carried
water from a distant well. Fred and I
decided we would dig a well close to the
house. Dad called in the water witches.
None would agree there was a water
vein close to the house. Dad, being
strong-headed, said he would dig it
where he wanted. He marked offa place
at the back porch door. That afternoon
I started digging and about the middle
of the afternoon my brother, Fred,
started helping me. The next day, about
six-foot deep, we came to a cross vein of
lasting water. That cured Dad of water
witches.

In 1940 when I was 18 I was riding
a horse from Duff Church with a friend,
and my life started a change uninten-
tionally. My friend told me he would
jointhe ArmyifIwould. Ilightly agreed.
I guess that is what the Proverb writer
called a “soft answer.” After thinking, I
didn’t want to join. When I went to the
country store the news was out that I
said I would go to the Army. I didn’t feel
I could face the community and go back
on my word. My only hope was my
father would refuse to sign my consent
papers, but he said yes. My parents
took me to Leitchfield, Kentucky, to the
recruiting officer in the courthouse. That
night the recruits slept in the basement
of the jail. The next day we were taken
to Fort Knox, Kentucky. I was put in
Company “A” 47th Medical Battalion,
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3il Order Catalogs

ans that we lose something
ndvancement of technology.
announcement of the clos-
128-year-old Montgamery
of stores brought alittle
my heart. They were oné of
the first ¢cgmpanies to publish mail jor-
der catalags and to operate on a policy of

was growing up in the Qak
of Rockcastle County, duir-
1980s and 1940s, the two mpst
books in the family besides
ere the Montgomery W4rd
Roebuck mail order cata-
p catalogs made accessible
bridly goods to. the remote
in| preas of Kentucky and the

edcountry. New catalogs were
wice a year. One would |be
bpring and summer and dne
for fall ang winter. When the new ones
ut, the family members tdok
turns look#hg at them. Our first reliable
radio wasgn Airline brand, dry-battery-
powered rgdio from Montgomery Ward.
My family pnjoyed that radio for a num-
ber of yea . One could fill out and mhjl
a simple oler blank and order literally

Well-known former residents of McCracken ( ounty include John Thom: Sc:

sands ofitems delivered by the U. S.
’ Al to your mailbox or through Railway
ress Larger items could be deliv-
d to the nearest railway freight office.
example everything from clothes
gvery family member, baby chickens,
er family songbooks and phonograph
birds, corsets for Grandma, parts for
b famlly car, parts for farm equip-
int, and even three-pound packages of
bees were available.

About 19401 thought that I had all
peducation I would ever need when I
fpaged to fill out an order blank to
¢T some guitar strings and songbooks
gm Montgomery Ward. There must be
rece of magic about buying stuff
ugh the mail. I looked forward to
ery of my order everyday until it
jved. I made the path to the mailbox
e evident everyday. It was like
stmas all over again when my pack-
pifinally arrived. It was wrapped in
b familiar brown paper with a mail-
gilabel attached with my name on it.
Montgomery Ward and Sears &

ly, and fru1tcake pictures in these
I!I stmas catalogs were very well-il-
fugkrated. They certainly made your
iindith water for a taste of them. My
isgers and I did not need to write let-

“ to Santa because our wishes were

fli u little fingers had worn a spot point-
o the different toys.Ialways wanted
blof those fancy cowboy outfits, but
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her arms being broken.

Personal pointers

L.D. Massengale, Esq., left
last Wednesday for a visit
to Alabama...Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Hagan arrived at home
Saturday from a long visit to
Tllinois. Mr. Hagan is greatly
improved in health...Messrs.
George D. Abell and Henry F.
Miller left for New Orleans on
Monday to attend to the sale
of their mules shipped to tha

over band a fOOtlhl
old one, the i

needed.

quarters in Lebanon durmg :

the coming winter.

90 years ago
November 15, 1918
Armistice is signed :

Deserted by her allies, badly
beaten on the battle front and
with starvation facing mil-
lions of people, Germany
signed an armistice Monday

~ morning which means virtu-

afly her unconditional sur-
render. The strictly military
terms include evacuation of all
invaded countries, withdrawal

. of German troops from the
- left bank of the Rhine, surren-
.-der of submarines, destroyers,
- battle cruisers and arms, and

“. 'repatriation within 14 days of
- -all Allied and American pris-

oners.

Killed in action

Edgar Cox, son of Matthew
Cox, Bradfordsville, was killed
in action Oct. 9 in France, the
War Department announced
this week. Knott Aheran, also
of Bradfordsville, had written
home several days earlier that

he was in the fighting line -

next to Cox when the latter

foptball star who suffe
injuries to his left knee somg
time ago and who since has
been at St. Joseph Infirma
Louisville, . returned hom¢
Monday. He now walks with/d
cane, but surgeons say he wi
have no permanent i --«!
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at pubhc auction V
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cal

4 . Chester Spalding, 63

Twoyemslatethewas mad
vice-president -of the. colleg
and in 1901 became: presxde
a post he held until 1927 whe
hewenttoRomeasﬁrst cout
selor of ‘the . Resurrectionis|
order. He was elevated
superior general in 1932.
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On the home front

You can get six per cen
more meat with your brow '
points this month than last.
The price of peanut butter
reduced...A house-to-hous ¢
collection of old magg
zines, newspapers and - card
board will be conducted herx
tomorrow...Beginning th
week, certain types of shoé
are released from rationing
These include tennis shoe
gym shoes and sneakers-ang
children’s.shoes containing
leather and no rubber, exce
<cran rubber
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" in her husband’scaﬂ,l und |
treatment at Mary Immg ol

Hospital. She is suffering -h
severe body bruises, Sh ay
foot fracture.

- Firi: destroys

. Fire from an “undete}
origin” destroyed
bamn on the farm
Turner, about five milgs
Campbellsville.

.. Halloween eausé
$8,000 1
Halloween went beyond |
joking stage in some placef
James E. Peake, Ne av :
lost a comn crib and barn §
Halloween pranksters
Thursday night. The ba .
tained his year’s rest @
hay. Total loss due to the fi
was placed near $8,000. |
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watching the buildi
Peake, but near midnig
left to get himself coffee 2 ¥
was scarcely out of sig t whel o
the entire place went|up
flames. Apparently | the pd
son’s responsible hfj the fi
were waiting for hi lea
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