Edntor ’s note° This is the second
~in a series of stories. .about
- unusual or out-of-the way places
;in Marion and Washington
. counties. Readers. are urged to-
- suggest other spots for our rov-'
ing reporter.

- TERRY WARD
. - . Special writer

The old house—just six-tenths

- mile west of Lebanon’s city lim-

its—is known by many names. . .

Some local folks still call it the
Rankin house, after the family that
occupied it from 1893 through
1941.

Others know it as the “Honky”
Gray place, after the long-time
Marion County politician who
served as county clerk for 20 years
and lived there from 1941 until
his death in the 1970s.

Civil War buffs know it as the
. place where Confederate cavalry
raider John Hunt Morgan sup-
posedly spent the night before his
raid on Lebanon on Iuly 5, 1863,
while his men camped in the yard.

Its builder and original owner
was David Shuck. After the Civil
War, the home was purchased by
Thomas Spalding and his wife
- Mary Wathen. Their daughter
Annie, married W.L. Rankin in
1893.

The present owners, Jnn and
Sheila Hanks, moved there in .
1977, “that terrible winter when

. everything froze and broke and

we had to move out a while,”

_said Sheila Hanks. “I have a T-
- shirt that says, ‘I survived the

winter of 1977." When we moved
here everything was covered with
thick carpeting, heavy drapes and

" Venetian blinds. We ripped it all

out and soon discovered why they
needed all that padding!”

Today the old residence is not
only home to the Hanks family,
but it also hosts ““Tassels,” the
tea room Hanks and her partner,
Margie Clark, operate intermit-
tently. _

In addition, Hanks bases her
interior design firm, “The Hlll ”
in the house,

“It’s enough for- two  retired ..

women,” Hanks laughs.

The narrow. front.portion .of the.
house, facing the Campbellsvxlle
Highway, was built in 1843, said
Hanks. This section consists of a

~ stone. The walls are b

room to the west. A sihi

from the entrance to|f large be-
droom and a smalle} bedroom,
which may have be¢} merely a
landing when the stfhcture was
built.

The rear section dff the house
is-even older; possibl as early as
the 1790s, said Ha . She ex-
plained the early datd by noting
the brick cornices on tje rear sec- -

tion. “I visited Bardsigwn and all
the houses with brick| fornices go
back that far,” she seyd. :
The worn wooden foors in the
kitchen support her cgntention.

antiques and accessorigk Hanks has
picked up at auctions|

- decorator shows in [4tlanta. It’s
all for sale.
“This is not a mugum!” said
Hanks.,
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terations to the building.

“We asked them what we could
do with this facility,” said Hanks.
The result was Tassels, a tea room
that serves ““no more than 51 times
a year.”

Luncheons and dinners are
available to groups by reservation.
Hanks described the food as “tra-
ditional American cuisine, with a
Southern flair.” The standard menu
features a choice of appetizer, a
main course, and a choice of
dessert. Main course offerings are
either a “hot chicken delight with
Mandarin orange salad and fresh
bread” or “country ham on bis-
cuits with asparagus casserole and
apple salad.”

An additional vegetable dish is
served with dinners. ‘

Clark will also prepare other
menus at the request of customers
“if she thinks she can do it. She’s
a perfectionist,” said Hanks.

Seating for 24 is available in
the tea room, with room for
another 20 in the front room. Lun-
cheons are $10 per person; dinners
are $13.

When Jim and Sheila Hanks-
moved to the house, their children
were then in high school.- “They
lived here long enough to love
it,” said Hanks.

The children helped her restore
the dwelling. ‘
.. One of their ﬁrst projects was
ripping Qu /e

kitchen, “Teaving only the=51d
wooden beams that stretched from
one brick wall to the other. The
result is a light and expansive

““business counter ..nQ;

room that gives a viggv into an
upstairs den.

A drafting table sits|jext to the
kitchen’s western wingpw.

A long business couleer creates
an aisle the length of the kitchen.
Now that the childrenjare gone,
the couple often eat ! eir meals
perched on stools ngkt to the
counter.

Hanks explains her bhilosophy
of renovating oldj houses.
“Restoration is great U t it’s not
practical. I want to retagn the char-
acter but make it livaple. We’ve
tried not to add on @ ) thing out-
side.”

Hanks began fixifjg up old
houses when she and Her husband
purchased the old Putngm property
on Lebanon’s North Sgalding Av-
enue (now owned |py former
County Judge/Executifje Merriell
Mattingly and his- wifg Opal).

“It wasn’t the thing| o do when

we started,” said Harls. “People
would ask if we coulin’t afford
anew house. I told thef we could

have had two houses fdr what that
one cost!”
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