Roy Vernon Hardm, 84

Roy. Vernon Hardin, 84, of
Horan ‘Lane ‘in Lebanon
passed away at 11:10 p.m.
‘Sunday, Oct. 28, 2007 at
| Spring View Hospltal in
| Lebanon." ‘

A nat1ve> of, Washington,
County, he "was -born Deec.

27,1922 to the late Luther
and Effie Sagracy Hardin.
He was a member of
Woodlawn Baptist Church
in Lebanon and a retired
farmer.

He was preceded in death
by two brothers, Garland
1 Hardin and WH Hardin
and a sister, Lucy Hardin.

Survivors ‘include -
lifelong friend, Imogene *
Payne of Lebanon a son
Roy ' Lynn Hardln of -
| Louisville; -three " grand-
ch1ldren, Danlel Hardm

off1c1at1ng

ca ‘f’iCemetery in Lebanon

*_PAID OBITUARY

Roy Hardin and Rebecca
Hardin; = three great-
grandchlldren and five
sisters, - Helen Willard
and Sarah (James Lewis),
all of Springfield, Annie
Myrtle-Hooper and Della
Rose McCarty, both of

_Louisville and Hattie Lee

Smith of Danville.

-Funeral * services were
held at 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 31 at Carey & Son|
Funeral Home with Rev.
John McDaniel, pastor of
Temple Baptlst Church

_Burial was in Ryde

Pallbearers were Daniel
Hardin, Roger Hardm,
‘Alton  Hardin, - Pete:
Hardin, Tim- Mardls and
Eddle LeW1s o .




Angela B.’Angie’ Hardin, 66

Angela B. “Angie” Hardin,
66, Lebanon, died Nov. 11,
2008, at Taylor Regional
Hospital in Campbellsville,
~ Hardin was born Nov, 25,
1941, in Marion County.

She was preceded in death
by: her parents, Chester
Minor and Beuleah Elenora
Salee Murphy; and a brother,
Randall Murphy.

Survivors include: two
sons, Steven Childers of
Lawrenceburg and Timothy
Dean Childers of Lebanon;
one daughter, Susie Ahmedou
of Louisville; a brother,
Hubert Allen Murphy of

Springfield; and six grand-
children.

Funeral services were held
Nov. 14 at Bosley Funeral
Home, Lebanon, with burial
in Ryder Cemetery. Dr. David
Whitlock officiated.

Active pallbearers were
Earl Sandusky Sr., Earl
Sandusky Jr., Mike Luckett,
Joe Nalley, Bob Carney and
Larry Ford.

Honorary pallbearers were
Craig Thompson and Dean
and Christopher Childers.

Bosley Funeral Home was
in charge of arrangements.
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they laid off Harrodstown (now Har-
rodsburg), or came a few months
later, to join the settlers there, the
writer has not been able to ascertain.
It is a settled fact of history, however,
that in 1773, when some of the set-

ftlers at Harrodsburg were frightened
'by news of an impending Indian at-
tack, and fled their cabins to returm
ito Virginia, Samuel Cartwright was
there at that time and he wras one
of the few who remained. (General
1James Ray to Mann Butler, in 1833.)

! The historian Collins refers to
“deposiitons and other wtll authenti-
cated statements” in his possession
“or examined by” him, which show
!the several persons who resided or
;spent some time at Harrodsburg dur-
.ing some portion of the year 1773,
;after March 1ith In the list he in-
‘cludes " the name of Samuel Cart-

wréght.

ollins, too, is authority for the
statement that Samuel Cartwright
built his station, on the ereek which
bears his family name, in 1779. He
built it, of course, on land which he
had located and entered for himself,
: isometime between 1775 and 17790. In
. ibuilding the station he was assisted
i by his son, Joseph Cartwright, and
i ;several others, This son afterwards
. ,inherited the land and the station or

. |Waters, of whom we shall write more
[ ;hter, was one of those who aided the
{for,'he settled in the immediate vicini~
ity thereof.

| (To Be Continued)

!"  (Continued From Last Week)
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Chapter One.:_;:-ﬁ [

The Wickliffes and The Hardins |
Officially the story of Washington "
County history begins in the yeari
1792. That was the year in which'
Kentucky became a - State of the!
Union, ceasing to be a part of Vil‘-l
gnia. Washington County, named in’
, honor of The Father of Our Country,:

: was created by the second act of the
: General Assembly, mainly through'
: the efforts of Matthew Walton, a .
i large landowner and a member of
: the Assembly from Nelson County.
. But the story of Washington Coun- |
1 ty, however, or at least one of the ]
-most dramatic and interesting parts

i thereof, began nearly twenty years

: prior to the year in which the county |
iwas formed. As early as 1774-1773,1
! when Kentucky was yet a County of :
i Virginia, there were hardy pioneers i
ifrom Virginia and Pennsylvania, and
;& few from the Carolinas, who, bent
{upon exploring the country, hunting
‘and fishing, came upon the mater |
em, discovered i
numerous salt licks and charted their
locations, in what is now Washington
County. - L
! As early as June, 1770, Daniel
{Boone got his first glimpse of Ken-
.fucky. About him much of the early
history of the State clusters. Boone,
. however, was not the first white man
to view Kentucky or to explore her
.wilderness. Several others had been
there before him, and James Harrod,
founder of Harrodsburg, was in Ken-;
tucky with numerous settlers when

Boonesborough, |

The first explorations in the coun-!
| try now known as Washington County!
{and Marion as well, for it was orig-,

R

‘burg with James Harrod and pl

"from old depositions yet prese

fort. It is probable that Philemon'his own family but for the othed
-well who formed the little settle

i iCartwrights in building their station, trips, Denton would travel for

|
-~ !

! y a part of Washington) werel{while the colonists back East

made by men who came to Ha

corn there in 1776. This we
the Clerk’s Office
Other early explorers in the cognty
were numbered among the men who
came with Boone in 1774 ‘
Anilong those who first explored the
wilderness of Washington County,
lowing her Indian and buffale

ing from her innumerable sprina
clear, cool water and hunting
game, was Thomas Denton.
sturdy pioneer, a native of Pe
vania, reached Harrodsbure on
tember 8, 1773 (Collins), in com
with Gen. James Ray, then qui
young man, Mr. and Mirs. Hugh |
Gary, Richard Hogan and se
others. With him Denton broug
family consisting of his wiie and
eral children, including a grown |
John Denton. .
Collins says that Mrs. Denton,
McGary and Mrs, Hogan “forme
first domestic circle at Harrodsby
and were the first white women
the waters of Salt River.”

Denton’s Meat Camp

Thomas Denton loved to hunt, @and
it was a necessary occupation then.

so he became the hunter not only

T's.

at Harrodsburg. On his

[

be gone for weeks at a time, sHoot-
mf deer, wild turkey, bear and buf-
falo. These he always found in gopdly !
numbers in the vicinity of nume
salt licks southwestward from ¥
rodsb in the country now knpwni
as Washington and Marion Coun
(Two of the more prominent
where Denton found game, were|
Indian licks and the Cedar licks, }
sites now in Marion County. Of
licks we shall write more in a I
chapter of this narrative.) ;
On_ his hunting trips Denton was
usually accompanied by his son, Jphn.
On their first excursion together fhey
established a camp on Hardin’s Cgec
in the vicinity of the present tol
of Springfield and Lebanon. The
they carried all the slain game t{
skinned and dried, Denton described
this camp in a deposition which he
made on September 16,1797, before
Charles Wickliffe (father of Govesnor
Charles Wickliffe) and Philip Wg
burn, Commissioners appointed bgl
Washington County Court. The
sition was made on the site of |
camp, and the document says it fwa
“commonly called the meat campj
Denton deposed that it was in ¥
that he “being in company with J

and made a hunting camp and h
hear about three weeks.” He fu
said that “he came hear again
insuing year and made another sj
hunt from the same camp,” and
the camp was known “by the ‘m
of Denton’s hunting camp. ome
times called the meat camp ever sfn
that time.” I
The pioneer Denton gave some ¢lue
to the mnaming of Hardin’s Cge
though he did not fix the exact diate.
Replying to a question asked | by
James McElroy (who came eariy to

Washington County), Denton said

n

hunted and dried meat in 1775-E776

- BN P

-} fighti to throw off the tyrant's
ﬂd;yfke)?%md that Hardin's Creek was
oW Yknown by that name then. 0
in{gaid that when he established his meat
in Sprinz .!‘camp on Hardin’s Creek there was

He also

itan old buffalough trace {path) cross-
.ing the creek a few poles below suid
‘ecamp.” (This was probably a con-
tinuation of the old buffalo trace
which lead up Cartwright's Creek, anc
which forked just above Cartwrigat’s
Station. See sketch of Cartwrignt's
Station for detailed account of this

‘trace or trail.)

In a later deposition (December 4,

.1797), made before Joan Caldwel! and
. Richard Berry ey
ny, Hanks, her guardian. and the man who
a'signed Thomas
€-'bond on June 10, 1805), “on an island
2l . in the Beech Fork,” Denton said tha:
| his| he had visited that part of the coun-.
V-itry in 1780 (he
N, {there earlier).

(cousin of Nancy-

Lineoln’s marrviace

robably had been!
The purpose of his!
visit to the particular place mention-|

ed in this deposition was to “make
an improvement on the Beech Fork”
for John Irvine. The entry he gave
Irvine was made so as “to inciude an
island on which he made the improve-
ment on the Beech Fork, that is the
island that is opposite Mr. James
Ryans field where he now resides.;

) for |aNd just below the said Ryans fuiling:

mill.”

: e:f: The “istand” mentioned in Denton’s |

depostion was situated in the vicinity |
of the present hamlet of Poortown;
«or Beechland. Ryan’s fulling mill was |
!located on the Beech Fork a short dis-!
tance east from the site of the present|
abandoned flour and grist mill, which;

istands on the bank of the river at!

Poortown. Ruins of the oid founda-i

ition and traces of the old mill race!
folcs qare yet discernable, This fulling mili,

once a flourishing establishment. was

oth dm)f: 4 great way from the house of

Francis Berry (now owned by the

teriPolins) where Nancy Hanks, mother
10f President Lincoln, lived for severai

ears, and iwhere she was mar-ied to!

homas Lincoln on June 12, 1806. |

A check of the pioneers who iived!
for a time at Harrodsburg (Collins’
History) reveals the names of severa};
who later lived in Washington Coun-!
ty or spent some time there. These:
include: Samuel Cartwright, builder:
of Cartwright’s Station on the creek|
of the same name; Wm. Crow,!
Azariah Davis, James Sandusky, who,
with his brother Jacob, built Sandus-!
ky’s Station on Pleaszant Run: John
Severns, for whom Severns’ Run was
named, and others. |

The Wickliffes !
Among the earliest families in-
Washington County was that which

bore the name of Wickliffe. This.
family was headed by Charles Wick-!
liffe, native of ‘Prince William Coun-:
ty, Virginia, whose father, Elijah
Wickliffe, came from England about
1748. For a short time Charles Wick-.
liffe resided at Redstone “Old.Fort”:
in Pennsylvania, and from there he
emigrated with his family and the:
kinfolk of his wife, whose maiden
name was Lydia Hardin, to Kentucky.:

There is some difference of opinion!
over the date of the emigration ofi
the Wickliffes and the Hardins from
Pennsylvania to Kentucky. One writ- |

er says that Robert Wickliffe. son of

Charles and Lydia Wickliffe, was
born at Rodstone, Penn., in 1775.:
while the family was removing from
Virginia to Kentucky. This state-;

ment, however, or rather the infer-'




; ensce therefrom that the family reach-
ed Kentucky in that year or theve-
about, seems incorrect as our eyes rest
upon an old deposition, yellowed with
i 1age, made by Philemon Waters on the
113th day of August, 1798. Waters
. 1says that it was in the fall of 1783
-ithat Martin Hardin “gave him such
‘‘direction to find ... Charles Wick-
liffes land and improvement in order
ithat he might show the same to the
'said Charles Wickliffe” Waters fur-
ther stated that Martin Hardin gave
him “such direction” in ‘“the Monon-
gahelia Country.” That “country”
was then the southwestern part of
Pennsylvania and the northwestern
neck of Virginia now known as West
Virginia.

Members of the Hardin family, par-
ticularly Mark Hardin, Sr.. and Mar-
tin Hardin, Sr., were in Kentucky as
early as 1775-1778, but not to settle
there., They came to preempt land
and make entries for themselves and
their kinfolk. The deposition made
by Waters clearly indicates that Marv-
tin Hardin made an improvement,
which usually consisted of chopping
down a few trees and piling them up
as though the erection of a cabin had
been begun, and that he eniered a
tract of land for Charles Wickliffe,
which the said Wickliffe had not seen

rior to 1783 else it would not have
been necessary for Waters to direct
him to it and show it to him.

But Waters is more explicit in his

|

;liffe’s coming to Kentucky. He said
ithat he “went with the sdid Wickliffe
in the year 1784 (probably in the
lsprings of the vear) to hunt said im-
provement and by said direction (giv-
en him by Martin Hardin) found it
which is now in said Wickliffes medow
st 015, in the connected plat which
is said by the Surveyor to be North
1189 degrees West 26 poles from said
Wickliffes back door of his Dweling
house.”

One might conclude from the testi-
mony of “Philemon Waters

! tucky in 1784, but in view of the fact

{ that there is a tradition, not only in.
. the Wickliffe family but in the Hardin,
* family as wall, that the two families'
. came to Kentucky together, it would

. seem that such a conclusion
" be correct,

H

_There is plenty of docu-
mentary evidence which shows that
the Hardins, several families of them,
reached Kentucky for permanent set-
Itlement in 1787. If the Wickliffes
came with their Hardin kinfolk, as
tradition says they did, they then ar-
rived in 1787, to make their home on |
:the traet of land which Martin Hardin :
'had entered for Charles Wickliffe.
The land entered by Martin Hardin
Zor Charles Wickliffe before 17
wanich Wickliffe in company with
Philemon Waters in 1784 viewed for
the first time, was situated on Sul-
phur Run,.a small branch of Cart-
wright’s Creek. Wickliffe built his
log home on the land and the dwelling
house stood about six miles South-
west of the present town of Sprin:-
field, which town of course, had not
been established in 1787, when Wick-
liffe built his house.
turning for a moment to the-

83, and ;

question of time of arrival of the.
Wickliffes and Hardins in Kentucky,:
Wwe observe that in the emizrant party .
whlch.arnved in the wilderness of.
what is now Washington County in.
1787, there was the family of Ben-:
jamin Hardin. This Benjamin Hardin:
had married his cousin, Sarah Hardin,;

S

‘story about the time of Charles Wick- C

| County and Cireuit Court records o

that:

Charles Wickliffe emigrated to Ken-i

would 10t |inan

ibrated George Nicholas, and the latte
!in the office of his cousin, Gen. Mar
'tin D, Hardin. While Robert shunned|

'Senate, and during this time,

-in Kentueky. Robert Wickl

' Court leaders and his party finally

sence and courtly manners§

Ysistes of Col. John Hardin, Mark Haf-{noble pre ‘
vl His temper was frank and]

din, Sr., and Martin Hardin, Sr. Thel

son, Ben Hardin, who became one f5m.denf_, giving him great influences B
Kentucky’s foremost lawyers of a hu#- | !

tover his asscciates and making his
dred years ago, used to say that He'friends adhere to him with constancy.”|
was four years old when he arrivad!In all this he must have been very]
or the banks of Pleasant Run ¥’ mych like his father, at least onel
Washington County where his unclk, 'gets the impression from reading the}
Colonel John Hardin, elected to make g5id records of Washington County. s
his home. We definitely know th4t .that Charles Wickliffe, Sr., was a gen-

Ben Hardin avas born in Westmord-:tleman of the first rank, able, honest]

land County, Pennsylvania, in 173 . "and nighly respected by all who knew ¥
If, as he said, he was 4 years old| him. A member of the Washington
wnen the emigrant party came iCounty Court for many years, and

Pleasant Run, that could have be
in 1787-1788.

But there is yet another argume
,which may be advanced, and that

(4

-that Charles A, Wickliffe, the youn
1 est of the nine children of Charies a .
{Lydia (Hardin) Wickliffe, was borh' drew therefrom when by reason of
‘June 8, 1788, in the log cabin home | semiority he was in line for appoint-
ion Sulphur Run in what is now Washj- | ment as. Sheriff of the County, to
lington County. The family must th twhich office he was named by the
have come to Kentucky either in the | Governor of the Commonwealth upo
fall of 1787, or, in the spring of 178§. ;recommendation by his fellow-mem
Charles Wickliffe, Sr., was pro bers of the Washington County Court.
inent in the publie life of Nels Charles Anderson Wickliffe, young-
County from 1787-1788 to 1792, est chiid of Charles and Lydia (Har-
which county he was then a residenf. {din) Wickliffe, was born on Suiphur
After the formation of Washingtoh | Run, § miles southwest of the present
County in 1792 he was equally, if ndt ;site of Springfield, June 8, 1738. Col-
more so, prominently identified with {lins says that his early e(_iucanon was
public affairs. He was a Justice of |limited, and that he remained at home
the Peace for Washington County, i |until he was 17, when he went to
member of the County Court and t grammar school in Bardstown. After
spending a year under the Rev. Dr.
Wilson :who kept the school, Charles,
Jr.. spent the ensning nine months §
under the instruction of Rev. Dr.:
James Blythe, acting president of
Transylvania University, His next
step was to study law in the office of
his c¢ousin, Martin D. Hardin, and
iwhen he had completed his studies
there. he went to Bardstown, opened
an office, and began his professiona
|eareer. i
The bar of Bardstown, when Chariles!
A. Wickliffe settled there was, accord-;
ing to Collins, “the ablest (perhapsi
excepting Lexington) west of the Al--
legheny Mountains.” It comprisedi
such men as John Rowsan, John Pope,
‘Ben Hardin (Charles A. Wickliffe’s
cousin) and John Hays. Of Wick-
liffe’s success there, Collins says “In ;
this battle of the giants. Mr. Wick
liffe, by fair and honorable exertion, |
forced his way to a high piace in pub-
lic estimation.” ;
While practicing his profession at -
 { Bardstown, Charles A. Wicklifie fre-
quently appeared in the courts of his |
native county of Washington. In 1814
ne was counsel for Messrs. Beall and
Brown in a land suit to determine
ownership of a large tract of land on
Cartwright’s Creek. .

i at the time it was graced by such 88
pioneer cerebraties as Jesse Head. §
Benedict Spalding, Arthur S. Gibbins. |
Josiah Wilson, Benjamin Hardin and

Philip Washburn, he detracted not 2]

bit from that group and only wit

co, Charles Wickliffe, Sr., owned an
operated a large warehouse and nui
merous flatboats. This warehouse ws
situated near his home on Cartwrig:
Creek and from it many boats loade
with tobaceo, whiskey and other pr

ucts, went forth on the long and peri
ous journey to the southern market
at Natchez and New Orleans. (Se

4

Washington County, which includé
numerous suits at law in whicl
Charles Wickliffe was involved du
to misunderstandings arising oveg

|

:  Of the nine children of Charles an
Lydia (Hardin) Wickliffe, two so

lattained more taan the ordinary prom
ce. These were Robert, the eldest]
and Charles A., the youngest. Bot
studied law, the former under the cele

as far as he could, political honors] |
and obtained a large and lucrative:
aw lpraclzitlie_, l(}?arles Ai& was active]
nearly all his life in politiecs, an
elected to publie ofﬁcé’_ » and oft The political life of Charles A.
Robert Wickliffe was about 14 years] Wickliffe was both long and distingu-
of aze when he came with his parentg}ished. He represented Nelson County
to Kentucky, and for several yearg lin the legislature in 1812 and 1813. |
he assisted his father on the farm.{After spending several years in the |
When he had reached the age whichi bractice of his profession he again
his father believed sufficient for himlj went to the legislature in 1820 and |
to choose and prepare for a profession, 1821, and then in 1823 he went to |
that parent sent him to George Nich.||Congress where he remained until
olas ‘at Lexington. From 1825 top 1833, ‘He was a strong supporter of |
1832 he was a member of the State||Andrew Jackson in preference to John |
occurred| Quiney Adams in 1825. From 1833 to
ersy be.jj 1833 he was back in the lezislature of:
t partiesf) Kentucky. In 1836 he was elected!
e iffe dis-||lieutenant governor, upon the Whig |
tinguished himself as one of the oid/f ticket, and by the death of Gov. James
{Clark (1839) he became governor un-i
won out. but not until there had beenlil September, 1840. From 1841 to
much bitter battling with such pow-§1843 ke was U. S. Postmaster General,
erful adversaries as John Rowan, Geo.jand in the iatter year was sent by
M. Ribb and Wm. T, Barry. The his- ] President Polk on a secret mission to
torian Collins says that Robert Wick-]Texas. . E
liffe “was a man of lofty stature, Charles A. Wickliffe’s poPuIaritylas; i

i

the great and bitter controv
tween the Old and New Cour




.ers
e
nqc—

| ring adventures and valuable public

{ with the Indians, and was wounded:

e e .

i {a public servant began to wane with|lands, (See old depositions in C
{{the gathering clouds of civil war, |
- . {though he was elected tn Congress in
i{June, 1861, In 1863. however, when self to the business of a soldier

Bramlette, the Union candidate.
(To ‘Be Continued)

(Continued From Last‘Week)
The Har;lin. Fam‘ily B

tion is that which bears the name of
Hardin. No other family, perhaps,
in the county’s history, contributed
more in the way of distinguished pab-
ic service than did this one.

The Hardin family in Washington
County must be broken down into
four groups, namely, the family of
Colonel John Hardin, the family of
Benjamin Hardin, the family of Mark
Hardin, S»., and the family of Martin
Hardin, Sr. Of these men, the first,
third and fourth were brothers; the
second a cousin of the others.

i 'he had the moral and physical courage the Continental Army and served jun-{
i to make the race for Governor of Ken- til December, 1779, when he rest ‘ed.!
i tucky on the Democratiz ticket, he He was with General Daniel Morg
ran a poor second to Thomas E. hy whom he was many time seled ed |

: he located lands on treasury warr:
i for himself and some of his frie

The next pioneer Washington Coun-. probably his cousin, Benjamin Harf
ty family to which we direct our atten-: were with him. About 5 years bef

rom a source considered fairly
authentic, we learn that the American:

in Fauquier County, Va. There Col.

1758. When John was about 12 years;
old, and when his brothers, Mark and
Martin, were mere lads, the family
moved from Fauquier County to

The family believed at the time that
their home was in Virginia; but it
‘was found, when the line was settled
and run, that they were in Pennsyl-
vania,

In their new situation, the Hardin
Brothers found themselves on the
frontier with Indian hostilities to en-
gage their attention. They early learn-
ed to carry and use the rifle, and as
there were no schools, hunting became
their chief pursuit and chief delight.
Tradition says that it was a familiar
sight to see the Hardin boys “travers-
ing the vales, or crossing the hills,
or climbing the mountains, in search

they became most expert in the craft.”
John Hardin soon established a repu-
tation for being a “dead shot,” due
to the rapidity and exactness with
which he pointed his rifle. (Collins)
A narrative of many pages could
be written about the life of Col. John
Hardin, for, iz was replete with stir-

services. We must be brief here, how-
ever, hence only a few paragraphs are
gotten together about him. He serv-

in Dunmore’s War of 1774; was with.
Capt. Zack Morgan in an engagement

George's Creek, on the Monogahela.i

ed as an ensign in a militia company!

forebear of John, Mark and Martin claim thereon. After spending
was Martin Hardin, who lived first eral months in Kent“cky, the Pa

John Hardin was born October 1,!vani

‘under Gen. George Rogers Clark fo fhim in the morning to the residence

of game, insensible of fatigue, until! title of Colonel by being appoix

while in the act of aiming his rifle.
at the enemy.

Soon ~after peace was decla-
(1774), Colonel Hardin turned his at-
tention to Kentucky, as did his younz-
er brothers, Mark and Martin. He
‘&repared for a journey to Kentucky

1775, to be accompanied by nis
brothers, but did not go, as Collins
says, “probably on account of the in-
creasing rumors of an approaching
war with Great Britain.” His broth-
ers, however, as appears from certain
depositions which they made in later
years, did journey to Kentucky in
.1775 for the purpose of exploring the

,f...-....

.country and establishing claims tofat home, Colonel Hardin took a= |

Offices at Springficid. Ky.)
Colonel John Hardin apnplied

Sg0 |
Aanl

an,

for enterprises of pevil, (Ccilins)’
When he resigned in 1779 he retgrn-
ed to his home. In the follow

year (1720) he was in Kentucky whe

. -G .
tive interest in local affairs. He wa
intimate with General Matthew Wai
ton, and with that gentleman worked
on a plan for the division of Nclsen
County -and the establishment of 2
new county to be known as Wash-
ington, in honor of his late Command-
er-in-Chief in the Revolution. Coivnel
Hardin was to be one of the first

lie

. |Justices of the new county, and Gen-
i leral Walton inserted his name in the
: 1bill which he drew for the first sas.

i the troop fell on a camp of aboat

s, | :io?\ of t!'xlghGeneral Assembly of Ken-
. 1 TUCRY. » oweveyr, -was.
His brothers, Mark and Martin, fr ; e, Solonel, however
::,} ‘th§ fogowing reasfon: )
Pte ! . In the spring of 1792, (when olans
Mark Hardin had come upon the dajks | "were beiugl-J made to mak(e Kenfulz‘.«:;i
of a small stream which later becdme ' 3 State, and Matthew Walton cher.
known as Pleasant Run. In the meigh- jshed the idea for the formation of a|
borhood of the mouth of this str€8m new county to be known as Washinz-|
he (Mark Hardin) had found whay ke ton), Cclonel John Hardin was sen-‘.[
believed to be a most excelleni Bite! by General Wilkinson with overtures
for an entry. The land was femtile; ¢5 the Indians in Ohio. He bade his |
and there were numerous springs of: family goodbye, set off from his home!
water in the neighborhood. He had, :on Pieasant Run, and made his way
made an improvement with the vlew, :toward the Miami villages. With him
to returning there later to claim § ei,he took an interpreter, and a ferw
land for himself or some kinsman.iiother men. At an Indian camp about|
When he accompanied his brother|is day’s journey from the site wherei

John to Kentucky in 1780 he showed | F¢. i . qilt. Rt
him the lands be had selected in 1 Defiance was afterwards built, no:

. e k : o
and that brother decided to enter ;hh},ﬁ?ﬁﬁf"ed with the Indians during t"e;
v ‘5 There are a number of accounts:
Y| purporting to show what hapoened
;Yl'ﬂthat night in the Indian camp. Tak-

nia, . :ing bits here and there from thum-
In April, 1788, according to Cdilins, alf and piecing the whole together,i

Colonel John Hardin removed is:'we find that Colonel Hardin. shrewd:
wife and family to Kentucky ané $et-'igq he was, and thoroughly alert to the
tled on his preemption on Pleasknt ‘trickery of the redskins, was deceive !
Run, then in Nelson County but fgow "!Br1 t}iedgretext of aid on the morro'.v.i
in Washington. Sa : i ap. | The Indians proposed encamping with
rived in thuckys,“:ffeéz vh:lc‘lmbe.ar !}um, szying they would accompany

returned to their homes in Pent

r . .
g;til‘;at%“hl ﬂfp:ed it;;‘m’ leaving | his Othgt? l‘l:tgglif{ominw" never came for
of their hoc:;:po: Pfe:s:::a?llz‘xsn. :Ht!Colonel Hardin. While he slept that
was back home ggain by 1785, fod 2®| night the Indinas murdered him, and
that year a considerable part' of [In-1 made off with his horse and baggage.
dians overran his farm, stolg all his;'l'he interpreter, strange, to_say, was
ggrsei, without leaving him ore 'for 3'1'&&}:::‘,:;“3)‘1' (Marshall’s Histor~ of
p;.srtg of‘c‘)ilog'{e?l ?ig?:gfjn:ﬂfru:’ ‘;fi Some oid letters preserved by the
siderable distance, but they e e& Hardin family, some of which the
by crossing the Ohio, y : ;ri%\e’r s:_‘w % fewc years ago at ah house
' _ . . ashington County, near the site
In 1789, John Hardin acquired z'éi gf Colo{: :g Igar diz‘z"rs h?me. show that
Y iencenant of Nelson Coubty,fna(l) april 57, 1105 G Max Toun,
militia of the county. As the cpm. he was still at that fort, and on that
ineanding o?icert of that organizafion g}?gt 1}‘1: 'g;?;gse? “}t‘::: sam;}l); aying
mug:; ’ﬁhdﬂf’ﬁf&f?ﬁﬁ for ':' ensuing Monday for the Sandusky
his part of the country. He o::; ‘ eg towns, and Maj. Truman for the Mi-{
a troop of volunteers (Washinghkon | 311 towns, and try to form a junction
County records contain numerbus |3t the mouth of the Miami Rier, which
papers which show this), and set lof? |13 c2lled Rosadebra, where we expect
to cross the Ohio for the { of {t0 form a treaty with all the Indians
scouring th: country in o:dgrl-lg? pak [ Ve can collect at that place.” Thae
up any bands of Indians that migh | Golonel stated in his letter inat he
meen ?:r;us com;:;yw(eégug‘z:g)"::g‘ o mont_hs. but it ‘might be _longer,”.as
er Srossing the Ohio and coming to: (2 Joul] tave [t walt the pleasure
ches oi the 30| realized the danger of losing his life
is evident from his letter when he
defeated, with a loss of 2 killed $nd | F2ys he “reproaches myself for hav.
9 wounded. Two members of Coldnel |iN€ left my family, throwing myseif
Hardir}:{alt] dcompar;‘y vgemh wounded ;1:;; ,ghe hands of a cruel, savage en-!
none killed or taken by the Indid : . i
From these Indians Colonel Hasim [, So Colonel John Hardin never got!
o e o orses and several oblts | v o Washington which: his fosond
:n lf’lea:ant eﬁﬁn?togfgef::g,? ’:fi =‘ ?;;}¥atthw Walton had got create:i oy
expedition, says Collins, was thai #*no 3‘;] sgcso;;%ﬁ;t i‘r"f ;il;e aﬁ:g;‘c‘:ky ‘&f;‘&
2:,‘;;%1,};:;?:% ?ﬁ{gassat::e'ﬁ‘g;’md, " of his death reached his fa;-nily un
the ensuing years.” I+ i Pleasant Run several weeks afterwari
During the time that he remaiged |2nd bis widow and’six children, thn-nl
<. |Sons and three daughters, were great-
bereaved, the more so because his

Shawnees, whom they attacked

nd! inot to qualify for that office, and for’



‘- - . " . . | P N . . -
"bo}yowas not to be returned t]o tr;em‘ 'ggixd_:n W?ngg‘tOfn L’!o;:_nt::{,D };;'a 4 gﬁ:‘?i :u?hr;zitso’;‘n:eﬁ'ei&ﬁi gfx; :xﬁ:i
was to rest in strange soil many jfardin said that from 1S Scynogd Mile ~ AP A e
gzui;'es away., The place where he was home on Pleasant Run “a line Wejt their %"m“{l 0‘1805#;";:;5?%‘{3 SS!'IX:
killed, however, was not to be neglect-: will take us to Springfieid. about thrge 3dout 6 miles Iy be eaid thab thd
ed and forgotten. About the year miles” Continuing, he said, “From field. Ii can hardly be §o‘il rga_.g.e
1840 a town was laid out there. on the same in 2 line inclining to the Were clese 'denou%}!: t“t’: n: t’;%‘agn °e
the State road from Pigua through! Southwest, about one hailf a mile, Map- 23 one consk ;}'3 ax ter Sure Xc'ieyo
Wapakonetta, and n?;ned “}éax;’izn” t;n Hard‘:zn seé:tle?;: sa.}a"xedcom;%’q i?‘u t :;1 chw?&e?ma;!:i 3t o:ie:ry nw!iltr}f tl"{e ai
in his memory. (Collins ar ar-| three miles further, Lydia Wickiiffe y and ¥ L e
’ fﬁal}?s Historien; of Kentucky.) (wife of Charles) settled; same of an automobile, one e};m rrde_tm
. . course. four miles further, Mark Hap-. few minutes from the home site o3
Martin D. Hardin din {brother of Col. John) settlefl. Co}iog?l Iti_ardm, to th:Lnon;es of lﬁr
; el Johr Hardin’s children,! This line of ten miles, reaching and Martin, passing the places wh
tlu?feldcé’shtmv}as‘T Martin D., named for|agonally between Springfield angd Benjamin ard Charles Wickliffe live
his uncle, Martin Hardin, born June }.’_.Ieb.':.jnontf wa? O(f:cupzeﬁ byt_the sarje e:x;g;lte- . 1
. 1780, in Pennsylvania, He was| Hardin family lor more than sixty: Matthew Walton Admired Him
'%:?l: a mere lad of 5; years when the| years.,” Concerning his uncle, Martia | Benjamin Hardin was a man of u
.family moved to Keutucky, settling! Hardin, who was the youngest of scy- usaal Jattainr;zer‘s though he did nn
ion Pleasant Run, about 3 miles east en children, Mark Hardin said d; sti;:guish himself in public servio
‘of Springfield. He was one of the: cpsed to say that he never knew |a in & military or professional way. Hd
most distinguished sons of Washing. Hardin that was a liar, a thief, orja n 8 milita: entire life in Kentucky t
ton County, though the greater part coward.” He died in 1849, being ta B farming, end his broad and fertid
of his adult life was spent elsewhere. in the 92nd year of his age. | acres esctending along Cartwrights
E:Z:,h;e yearsteo; age ""'“:n his Iathir The Father of Ben Hardin : Crelek for severfai dm-i}e'st.werg nis g;'
i e assisted his mother in operat- ‘ e igtinouni mber ciple souice of delight. e was j
ing thejr farm and in caring for his of’l’ti;!ee ;;::&i g&?;;‘ém:fh °§io,‘,’;§:b good scholar, coufld ““ri‘zte his
fe wis 20, ne stadiod Taors. . Defore Hardin® This ooy 7o  Benjamin with ease snd flourish, jomeching
y - Hardin. is mem o amily o €1y / T
.George Nicholas at Lexington, and emigxl-:ted ﬁ.jm §enn§§i‘.an§a"‘m Ken. and his sound business 3udgéneg§ v;x‘
when admitted to the bar he prac- tucky with his kinfolk about the yes ge_cogfuzed and often sought Jth _
ticed at Richmond and after_ward 3t 1788 and settled on a large tract 4 .e.:lo-w-xfen, Matthew Waz?on, an
riosaete, Cofve ‘rehgniied e by i, 0n Carvamgats Creal i forke waom teie was nore more Scion
' ield- Dit S aay, . TaL
leader of the bar at both R‘i‘c"hmond ife"fam’,‘,’aﬁoa?ibgﬁfg”;ﬂse‘;’;';ﬁf; gf mirer of Benjamin Hardin. When nd
and Frankfort. Collins says “he was the former place. There he lived uf- conceived the plar}z ior & town to b
a man of marked talent and of very iif nig death, and there, with his wiffe l2id off on his lands, and got the
decided character.” His public record and their distinguished son, Ben Hay- Legislature in 1793 to establish i
is summarized as foliows: Major in din, he was buried. (Entrance to the \valton sought his friend, Benjam :
the War of 1812; Secreatry of State house of Benjamin Hardin, as well as Hardin, and wrged him to become ong
gf Kentuclksy,s 11%12'162 United.Stites the one in which his gml"xddaughte‘, ,of t.g\e t;rusteesh t'r:erteofl. Hardin hesid
enator, 1816-17; died at Frankfort ; § n ; tated, not wishing to leave his nomy
Qctober 8, 1823, aged 43. Among his fgﬁa:' xg:a:-i,q:’af i f%:airgee raldve& § -in the country, but Walton told him
children was the gallant Col. Jokn J.- known as the Booker Road, which if he would consent to serve as a tv
Hardin, of Hlinois,cof which State he, forks from the old Elizsbethto tee he would deed him a lot in
Was & member of Congress, 1843-45. | Road & short. way from the corner town, thus quaiifying him to cern
Msrk Hardin, Jr. | where Bob Hays now lives,) . . Hardin consented, and Waiton kepf
Colonel John Hardin’s second son! Benjamin Hardin and Colonel JohR his word. So Benjamin Hardin b .
was Mark Eardin, named for his uncle, | L.eTGIl Were cousins, their father§’ came a property owner and a trusteq
Mark Hardin, Sr. of was‘ﬁin m,;i being brothers, two of the three whp of the littie town of Springfietd, whic
‘County. He was born in 1782 gand',’ emigrated from France to Canada afth then consisted of but a fevy log cabi
was 10.years t;lda-w"xen his fat:he; was ; of the massacre of St. Bartholomew’ clustered about the seat of justice fog
killed. This son grew to manhood in. D2Y- Because of the climate, thesh  the County ,of Washington, ¢n thd
Wash'ington County, but later remov. [RIe€ brothers removed from Canad$ :road from Danville to Bardstowa.
ed to Shelbyville, n Sheiby County,: L0, Virginia, where two remained, g | (The following certificate, in thd
where he ]iv}eé to be near %00 eafs” third foxng later to South Caroling, :handwriting of Eeneral Walton, wil
: T3 kA Colonel John Hardin 'was a son of thp £ h ;
oid. He was 93 years old in January,; Siel . iserve as proof of the statement ¢
1875, when Collins wrote his history cioysr,ind, BeRamin & son of the sect 377, °2 BT9S 00 fpe ctatement tha
angjrnen Col i shesch of e g?:g’a of the two who remained in Vin ig,Bcertify tHh;zt in consequence of M
ife § ieh ¢ id “he i . s m  Benjamin Hardin's service aTr
hesriy, " elegant gammiomen bf 1 11, father of Benjamin Heraing Dememin Havdis et T
old school.” A devo:g:t member of the Li¢ bis brother, the father of Colone] ‘I gave him the Lott No. 85 in tnd
Presbyterian Church, though his fa. JONn Hardin, after residing for S0M$ ' Plan of said Town and if the Trusteeg
ther had been z Methodist, he was one ?f:ﬁngheﬁme?éﬁagm%‘?dpxn&‘ ,hashma%e a Deed to Mr. Wz?. d}isod
of the elders, (his kinsman, Gov, 90 . & -t .oy his direction I am satisfie as [BE
~ AT .vania. There he resided until hi . : . ing relinnrished
e o it e o S8 and- e s, Bonen yanah i e s
missioners or delegates from the Pres- N » 3 ' 7 1Given under my hand this 9t day of]
bytery of Lguisvejﬁ: to the old school his cousin, Sarah Hardin, 2June, 1803. Matthew Walton.) )
byterian General Assembly, m: _After the Revolution, when the Ha {. It was but a short ride from Ben
session at St. Louis, were excluded- dins, Wickliffes, Grundys and others jjamin Hardin’s home to the town of
irom seats in that body because they: of the Monongakela Country, encour . Springfield. He was faithful in a
{kad signed and adopted the “strangely aged by the glawing reports given by | tendance upon meetings of the Board
‘gbused and still more strangely ad- 30me of their kinfolk who had bee 1of Trustees, as old records uncovered
,mired Declaration and Testimony.” to I\'em}mk%l decided to remove there] ‘by the writer in the Clerks’ officeg
.{Collins.) From 1805 to 1814 he was' Benjamin ardin, too, packed hig .2 few years ago show. OCn ecourh
;Tegister of the land office of Ken-: goods, saddled his horses, ang with ;days, always important days, when
itucky, and there are numerous old kis wife and young son, Ben, togethed : the settlers from every section of the
documents in his hand writing in the With sundry ‘slaves, journeyed wess  county journeyed by horseback o
Clerks’ offices in Springfield. He re. ward to make 3 new home in the wilyi wagon to Springfield, Benjamin Har
:}izgned froml this Hoffice becauseh of deﬁ‘e?&, teresting to mote that th ' din was in town, Usualily he brought
e small salary. is eldest daughter is interesting note ¢ t

i: his son, Ben, with him, and the lad
married the Rev, Barnabas McHenry, Hardins and the Wickliffes chosaijtook keen interest in hearing the law
& Methodist preacher of Washington What later developed to be some of yers argue their cases in court. One}
County, and one of their sons wag the best iands in Washington County. i-day he told his father that when he
John H. MeHenry, of Owensboro, a AS we have already narrated, Colonul

A " grew to be 3 man he would be a law
idistinguished member of the bar and Hardin settled on Pleasant Run, about/.: yer, and his parent encouraged him
2lso on the bench. Another son was 3 miles east of the present site o li in his ambition. ]
Martin D. McHenry, a lawyer and Springfield. Benjamin Hardin settledi; Our estimate of Benjamin Hardin
member of Congress. © . cn Cartwright’s Creek about 2 or two

4 -is concurred in by Lucius P, Littel i !
{. One time, when speaking of the and cne-half miles. south of the town.kihis “Life of Ben Hardin” wher hed
\homes of the Hardins and their kin- 1 Mark and Martin Hardin settled onlsays “Benjamin Hardin was a plain




quiet, sensible, honest man, not a lite
“itle deferential to his wife.

hardy.” From Littel, too, comes a
glowing estimate of Sarah Hardin,
(wife of Benjamin and mother of the
ldistinguished Ben. He says she pos-
isessed great personal beauty and a sue
perior intellect. Even in old age,
nearing ninety, she held her head
erect, and her clear blue eyes were
.ibright and glowing, As a young
woman she was a superior marksman
with & rifle, often killing squirrels
.{from the tops of the tallest trees. In
old age, she was yet a better shot
{than many of the younger generation.

fshe was old, was a gnod story telier.
She would relate to the children, as.
well as to grownups, stories of revolu-.
tionary times, that developed strong-
hearted women as well as brave men;
idock’s defeat in the French and Indian
War; and of the War for American
‘{Independence. In speaking of the lat-
ter, and of the part her family played:
in that struggle, she would always:
.jadd, “There was not one Tory among:
fthem all!” In Virginia she had knowni
General Washington, and had frequ-!
{ently met him in the social cirele, i

the whist table. (Mrs. Kate Riley.)
When the family of Benjamin Har-
din settled in the wilderness of Wash-
ington County, Sarah Hardin planted;
seeds and raised fruit trees, and her!
orchard was known near and far. She'
was a friend to the other folk in the
eountry, especizlly in times of sick-
ness, when tiey resorted to her for
advice. This advice and service she
freely gave ntil a young physician
came into the neighborhood, and then,
when she bec: me acquainted with him
and found trat he ,swas qualified to
administer tie healing art, she re-
fused further aid to the sick. When
they came to her she would tell them
that they had a doctor now, and that
they must go to him, and pay him,
{00, or he would not be able to remain
among them. (Lucinda B, Helm, in
the Lebanon Times.)

One of their

He was!

a typical backwoodsman, brave and '13U4. to study law in the office of ais

1

‘relates the reason for Ben Har
.leaving Elizabethtown and goinz Pack
-to :Bardstown to practice at the | bar

‘here.
Littel says that Saran Hardin, when iends
jarrest in Hariin County on a ek
1of murder, em

;Hardin sensed the full meaning
dof war with the Indians; of Brad. ‘!that expreasion and his qualified je

|

“{where she was often his partner at|

|

daughters (Rosa) married James Me-
Elvov. One son (Martin) lived to
middle age in Kentucky and then went
to Texas where he fought in the Texas
‘War for Independence, and spent his
last days there. Another son (War-
ren) lived in Meade County, Kentucky,
until after the Civil War, !

Littel says that Benjamin Hardin:
died about the year 1820, and Sarah
Hardin about the year 1832.

The Distinguished Ben Hardin

When Ben Hardin was old enough
to begin his elementary studies, his
father entered him in the school kept
by an early school teacher named
habod Rodley. Later, he sent Ren
to Bardstown to pursue a classical
course under the guidance of Dr.
James Priestly, one of the most cele-
brated teachers of his day in Ken-
tucky. (Coilins.) There he was a
classmate of sceveral boys, all dis-
tinguished like himseif, in after life.
#(The school kept by ‘Ichabod Rodley
8 probably located on the land of
Beénjamin Hardin. Dr. John B. Smith,
ila physician of Springfield, once said
was reared in the neighhorhood of

Emily, had married Dr. Roberg

:a fall from his horse.

411863. by Dr. John B. Sm?ﬂ!'. then a
resident of Owensbore, but formel-
a physician in Springtield. Dr. Smira
and Dr. Palmer were partnees in the

Finishing his classical course,
Hawlin wert to Richmond, Ky.i

kinsman, Martin D. Hardin. In 1305
he wus back in Bardstown in the -‘!a"iprnctice of medicine in Sprinefield,
ocfice of Felix Grundy, where he dom-'and brothers-in-law, Smith having
pleted his studies under the i married Palmer’s sister,
of that ereat man of the In his deposition. Dr. Smith had the
hench. He married in 1806, following to say about Ben Hardin:
tled in Elizabethtown, where he piz “Mr. (Ben) Hardin was a lawyer
ticed law for about two years. | by profession, and. so far as I know

There is an interesting story which!or believe, he stood distinzuishedly
in’s t high in his profession. Mr. Hardin
several times talked to me about his
difficulties with Mr. Helm and M.
Riley, and more of his difficulty wiza
- Governor OQOwsley . ... Ben Hurdin
der . was a peculiar man when savakine o
grge his family. He has very often taierd
: g}oyed young Ben Mar-' with me, or rather to me, about his
idn to defend him “until the big W= children; tell their fauits or good qual-
yers came down from Bardstof¥n.” .ities, upon which occasions he would
of . tell of his advancements to them and
-!the extravagance of his son Rowan,
plogmgnt at once. He went heme,!and the amount he paid for him, He
told his wife they must pack up|im-:toid me more of nﬁese things when
mediately and remove to Bardstéwn,|he and I oeccupied the same room at
or he would never be called a big Jaw- | Doctor Palmer's at night.”
yer. Before Bray was indictedj The public services of Ben Hardin,
spring term in 1808, Mr. Hardin his success as a lawyer, and his tal-
ents, are too well known to necessi-
tate recital nere. Suffice to say that
he was a son of old Washington Cozn-
ty, whose tall and commanding per-
son, keen and penetrating eye, and
-striking countenance, made him at
once. wherever he went, a man of
public aitention. Proud indeed, should
all Washingtonans be, that the soil
of their county cradles the dust of
his mortal remains.

(To Be Continued) )
{Continued From Last Week)

First Settlements in the Céuhty

In the early settlement of the coun-
ty which was called and known as
Washington in the year 1792, the
southern section was populated with
greater rapidity than any other, The
reason for this is quite obvious.

there. We give the substance g itp

Some friends of Wm. Bray, u#

was
a resident of Bardstown, and contin-
ued to live there until his death, |
At the death of his father, [F
Hardin inherited much of his part
estate in Washington County, ing]
ing the old home on Cartwright’s
Creek. Though he never made| his
home there after beginning the p
tice of law, he did make frequent i
to visit his mother while she yet lived,
3 widow, at the old home. On onp of
these visits, when his mother lay dy-
ing, he promised her that at his dgath
he would give specific instructions
that he was to be buried beside|he
and his father. This promise he We
delivering the instructions to his w
a few hours before he died, by
careful to state that once buried: be-
side his parents, his body was nj
to be removed. His instructions ¥
faithfuily cairied out by his wife,|

DS

she, in the face of strong pieag by The first-white men to invade the
numerous friends of her husband, phat ' wilderness southwest of Harrodsbucz
they be permitted to remove his re-; were game hunters seeking meat fur

mains to the State Cemetery in Frjnk-]that settlement. They sought the
fort, where they might rest in dom-ibuffalo, elk, deer and bear, and these
pany with those of many other |dis-! were not to be found promiscuously
tinguished Kentuckians, would no§ re-:in the forest. Their chief places of
lent and permit the removal. A plain’ resort were the salt licks where they
grunite shaft, bearing the brief; in- congregated in great numbers, their
scription ~Ben Hardin of Bardstoyn,” “roads” leading to such places from
narks ais grave. ;all directions. The hunters woxzld
Fall F H Fatal i strike these buffalo roads and follow

all From iorse ra . ithem, sometimes for many miles, to

JIn later years, after his daug ter,lcome eventually to a larze salt iick,
} C.;and there to find the coveted wild.
?:andlzame in profusion. i
»1  The salt licks of Washington Coun-’
B2k 'ty were in the main situated in the
¢ his meighborhood of the Rolling Fork of
on Salt River. There were a few smali
of licks, of which Walton’s Lick, located
by near where the little hamlet of Polin
He ‘was jcon- now i3, was the most prominent, in
fined for a time at his daugiRer’s the northern section of the county.,
house, but later was removed td nis In comparison with the licks on tkei
home at Bardstown, where ne flied, waters of the Rolling Fork, however,!
September 24, 1852, aged 68. In the Walton’s Lick and the others in the
funeral procession, slowly making its north were of little notoriety. Thus
way form Bardstown to the old Rome it will be readily understood why the
place in Washington County re first white persons to invade the coun-
many friends and admirers. Ag the ty were drawn to the southward. They
cortege passed through Springfield, came primarily, in search of wild
still others joined in the procespion, game, but while there, beinz fasci-
until the carriages, buggies, and per- nated with the country, they selected
sons on horscebuck, formed a lije of for themselves and their friends back
great length. . ‘home, choice parcels of land, with the
A few years ago the writer, #bile view to future permanent scttlement.
searching through some old rds  From certain old and hirhly infor-.
in the office of the Clerk of the \Wasa- mative depositions now in the office of
ington Circuit Court in Springeld,.the Clerk of the Washington Circuit

Palmer of Washington County,
settled on the old Hardin home p
Ben Hardin used to ride horsel
to and from Bardstown to visit
davghter'and her family. It wa$.
one of these trips, in the sqmm}
1852, that he was badly erippl

o

found a deposition made on

B,i_Com at Springfield, Kentucky, we
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Washington County llistorical Scries

Court Records —— Traditions — Folk Lore
By Orval W. Baylor

Article 40—“MORE COUNTY HISTORY”

Town of Springfield Established
‘In 1793 a fifty-acre -tract, the prop-i
y of Matthew Walton, was laid off:
a8 to include the Court House, as,
as the lots that Walton had pre-i
asly laid off and =»!d, ro constitutel
@ atea of the .proposed town of’
ringfield. David Caldwell, Hugh!
icElroy, Benjamin Hardin, Daniel!
Mock, and Josiah Wilson were named |
ustees for purpose of “erecting:
town to be called and known by the,
me of Springfield.” The said trus-;
fies, or & majority of them, were/
muthorized, when it seemed necessary,
%0 lay off the remainder of the fifty
#eres of land into lots and sell them:
for the best price that could be had.;
Porchasers were to have twelve!
credit. The money derived:
the said sales was to be “for}
use of the said Walton.” 1
Within five years from tke day of |
sile, owners or p sers of lots in}
Bpringfield were required to ‘‘erect:
iand build thereon a dwelling house
Jeast 168 feet square, with a stone
brick chimney.” Failure to comply
with this rule meant that the trustees
“pere permitted to take “the said lats
their possession, and sell the
2 for the best price that can be:
d afte;f-iving two months notice:
> such e, and apply the money
thg'refrom to the use of the

¢

the town of Springfield were not
}-of them wvesidents of the town
h some or all of them may have
sed lots therein. They weve,
, residents of the county.
dwell and McElroy probably lived
or quite near the new town; Hardin
psided on his farm about four miles
h of the town, and Mock and Wil-
also lived some distance there-

The Hardins of Washington

Benjamin Hardin was not only one
f the first trustees of the town of
Bpringfield but he was one of the
rat settlers in Washington County.!
was the father of Ben Hardin,!

was often tlie case, the trustees of

iren, and a daughter, Rosanna, who
imarried a JMcElroy.

‘Benjamin and
his wife ,and their distinguished son,
Ben Hardin, were buried on the farmi
in a burial plot not far from thel
Springfield and Lebanon Road. H

On the stone which marks the grave;
of Ben Hardin is the inscription: “Ben!
Hardin of Bardstown.” It was placed|
there in compliance with a _request
which he made just before he died.
How Ben Hardin became a resident
of Bardstown and remained there for
Eearly 50 years is worthy of inclusion

ere.

In 1806, after he had beem licensed
to ice law, Ben Hardin married:
and settled at Elizabethtown, in Har-
din County. Not a great while after
he had settied there a number of gen-
tlemen entered his little office and
employed him to defend a ‘man under
arrest on a cha of murder. His
employers made it plain to him that
he was to be from the case
as soon as “the big lawyers came
down Bardstown.” ‘Hardin, it
is said, sensing the situation, as soon
as the gentlemen had gone from his
office, went to his heme, told his wife
that they must pack up and remove
to Bardstown or he would never be
considered a big lewyer. Before his
client was indicted at the spring term
in 1808, Ben Hardi

n was & resident
t Bardstown, where he continued to:
live until his death. Elizabethtown,:
therefore, because all big lawyers!
were sl:rtpoudottoﬁcm from Balrds-l
tawn, one e really | sw-
yers of Kentucky. Ereat

Ben Hardin was born in Westmore-
tand ‘County, Pennsylvania. He was'
three years old, in 1788, when his par-!
ents and others of his kinfolk emi-.
grated to Kentucky, In later years,
of the removal from

ington ‘County when he awoke one
morning- at a.dig spring about three
miles east of where Springfield naw
is. The emigrants had reached the

d Ilwyer,ofw!mmweshallwritel
later, :

Tamilies
gnty history was that which bore,

786, and settled within a circuit of
2n miles from the spot where the

House for Washington County
established in 1792
Benjamin Hardin married his cous-
n. Sarah Hardin, daughter of Martin
and sister of Colonel John

din. They were married in Penn-
ylvania and when their son, Ben
din, was three years old they re-
wved to Kentucky and settled a few
es south of where Springfield now
" They had, besides Ben Hardin, at
t two otker children, a son, War-

gin

One of the most prominent pioneer:site of the camp
associated with Washington® the home of his uncle, Col. John Har-
idin. A red brick house, old and quaint,

name Hardin. Three brothers, as;
as a number of their cousins,.
grated to Kentucky from the Mo--
hela country of Pennsylvania in:

spot late in. the afternoon before amd
‘had camped there for the night. The
soon after became

stands there now, on the Jackville
-Road. '

Leaying a part of their kinfolk at
“the big spring, the family of Bem-
jamin Hardin continued across the
country until they came to the site
‘whereon their first home, of logs, was
to be built. There, from the time ke
was 3 years old until he was sent to
school at ‘Bardstown, Ben Ilardin
spent his boyhood years. After at-
tending grammer school in Bardstown,
he went to Richmond, Ky., and enter-
ed the law office of his cousin, Martin
. D. Hardin, After spending some time
+in Richmond he returned to Bards-
town and entered the office of Felix
Grundy. In 1806, he was licensed 1o
practice, whereupon he married and

settled at Elizabethtown,

V- semern ol

b o i .

f : -95-

or about 46 years Ben Hardin wrr
a ¥amiliar and indefatizable pracii-

hington, and other countivs. In
winter-time he was oftcn scen on:
the old Frankfort Road as he went:
toj or from the Court of Appeuls ut

n the mad scramble to prove that
raham Lincoln was an illegitimare,

| cousin, Martin D, ‘Hardin, was re-
pyted to have been the sire that bewat
When [ commenced coliecting

figst stories which came to my at-on-
e

ine

rdin County building the cabin to
which the Lincolns were afterwnid to
pve, Ben Hardin, travelling over tae
tankfort Road from Springfield to

¢ born was known as Abraham Lin-
d Who first told the siory I de
n¢t know. It never had any wide
‘vegue in Washington County and the
‘lste W, B. Spears, who was born in
Springfield in 1823, and knew many
of the folk who had been intimate,
with the Lincolns during their sejourn!
i used to say that it was!
purely fictiitous” and “maiiciously’
gnceived.” !
i During the hey-day of his career,
+Ben Hardin was found on one side
iof the other of nearly every scriously
icntested case in the group of eight
of ten counties that surrounded his
hpme. In his concluding argument,
without a single note, he was often
khown to trace correctiy the testi-
mony of a dozen witnesses, repeating
wthat each had said, and answer all
¥ the points made by the opposiug
gwyers. .
' In 1810, 1811, 1824, and 1825, Ben
ardin represented Nelson County in
e lower house' of the legislature.
mwom 1828 to 1832, he was a member
£ the State Senate. ‘For ten yecurs.
@ Tepresented his district in Con-i
g He was Secretary’ of State,!
der Gov. Owsley, fram 1344 to 1347,
: In the summer of 1852, whiie visit-
§g with his daughter and son:in-law
iR Washington County, Ben Hardin
$as badly crippled by a fall from his
horse. He was taken to his home at
Hardstown where he died a fow
Ronths after (September, 1832). In
cpmpliance swith his wish, expressed
gn his death-bed, his avife caused his
y to be buried beside his father
#nd mother at the old home-plac»
puth of Springfield. Sometinie alter
the burial at the old home, the widow
as approached with the suggestivia
hat the remains be taken up aad
dlaced in the cemetery at Frankfort.
e listened to the proposal but re-
fhembering the dying request of uer
gusband, she refused to zive her con-
ent. And so, the earthly remains of
he man who awakened to gut nis first

0d
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