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'Tl'liJS'_";.PL _an attegpt.to.cirgulate in their e’ tirety the gix articles written by L. S. PEiCE
and piblished in the Lupalol (KI.) ENTHRRNISE wader the title "LIFK SKETCHES OF REV,. JESSE

15, (70 LARIIED PRESIDENT LLUCOLN'S PARENTS". These articles were dated March 11 3921,

L

Aol G IVRT, ¥ay 13 1921, June 10 1921, duly 8 1921 and September 16 1921.

——

wa ape irdebted to Jack Harris Watts for articles two and four, which he has previously
circulated, and to Willys M, Sills for articles ome, two, three, five and gix. It is hoped
this presentation of all the articles in their entirely, rather than as mere genealegical
abstracts, will shed additional light and interest concerning the JESSE HEAD branch. '

 Shortly following the presentation of this series of ‘articles ‘there will also be circulated
a brief synopis of all additional data immediately available wo our group of HEAD-hunters.

Persons having data in excess to the material thus presented are urged to follow thyu with

such information by forwarding it to ROHERT HOLLAND SiITH, 130 Jemnie Drive , Concord, Cal-
ifornia. Such material will be immediately duplicated and circulated to those members of
the HEAD-hunter group as have manifested an interest in, or contact with; descendants of
the JESSE HEAD branch, o

... LIFE SKETCHES OF REV, JESSE HEAD, WHO MARRIED PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S PARENTS
ARTICLE ONE ™ Tebanon fnterprise  warch 111921 By L. S, PENCE :

B A

In the savage-infested days of the District of Kentucky when the Indian wigwams were often
in sight, and when the roads were only paths trimmed out and made wider from the existing
traces, or roads, beaten dovm by the travel of wild animals; the itinerant preacher was
about in the trackless forest proclaiming te the settlers a salvation that will abide until
judgement day. The big hearted and noble pioneers were so overjoyed at the coming of an
itinerant preacher that when ons did visit the settlement and preach a sermon from two to -
three hours in length, it was a great occasion. ' P )

EY ;S9E HEAD in the infant hours of the newly formed State, and of Washington county——-
- Tirst county formed after admission--—encountered as many dangers, and preached as realisti
a gospel as any valiant messenger in the service. His benevolence included the good of -~

the whole hunman race.

" These four articles will endeavor to give the recorded events found in the Washington

+'. County Court, or elsewhere, concerning Jesse Head as a Kagistrate, and also will review
 his ministerial career as a champion for tiuth. He dispensed the decisions of law, neces-
-..gary to his office of Magistrate, with eminent ability and perfect justice; and his amiable
' and concilitory temper enabled him to exert a substantial influence in helping establish
'the cause of Christianity within the confines of the newly formed State.

...It has been a far flight of time since the days when Rev Jesse Head was protected from

" the surdercus Indians by a sentinel armed with the long barrel flint-lock rifle; while the
. good man discoursed to the settlers congregated within the fort; down to the year of 1921,
" and in consequence of such lapse of time, tradition must be depended upon; in some instance:
~ to complete a review. ' ) '

esident Lincoln's parents; which record of said marriage was lost, and not unearthed unti
72 years Thereafter; and when the world believed for over three generations that no mar-
riage had in fact occurred; such discovery of the genuine record by W. F. Booker, court of-
ficial, immortalized the name of Reverend Jesse Head in the riches of historical recital.

The fact that Rev. Jesse llead performed the marriage ceremony, on June 12, 180§, that unjte

The earliest events of record concerning Rev Jesse Head are as followss

¥ Rev. Jesse Head was born near Baltimore, ¥aryland, on January 28, 1763, and at the age of
22 years was married to Miss Jane Ramsey, of Bedford County, Penn, -.Recent confusion ap-
pearing as to the number of issue born to Rev. Jesse Head and Jane Head; and desiring to

obtain, if possible, the exact truth in that particular, I omit the same at this time, proir
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1sing to find out the information, and report the full facts at the beginning of the sec~
end article.

Therefore, directly discussing Rev. Jesse Head, it appears he came to Kentucky and first
settled upon a farm of "50 acres of second rate land, situated on Road Run," some distanc
from Springfield, Washington county, This above farm of Jesse Head's was located ip the
pidst of the "Lingcoln's and Berry's". Rev. Jesse Head obtained the aforesaid farm from
Benjamin Hardin, and the latter originally was the locater of the land. Of course, the
NS0 acres” was a portion sold off by Benjamin Hardin from a large survey patented by Ben-
jamin Hardin from the Commonwealth of Virginia in 178L. The aforesaid Benjamin Hardin
was not the lawyer of that name.

" Later in life Rev. Jesse Head when almost constantly engaged in cabinet making, in deposi

tion taking, and also havirg a license.to preach (see article 2) much of his time was use
in religious work, consequently he removed from his farm and took up a permanent residenc
in Springfield, This removal must have been in March, 1798, because in a court martial
proceeding in May, 1798, Jesse Head, being a witness for one "John Brazelton," mentions
nis (Head) residence "now in Springfield" (Ky.) '

»
In 1797 and 1799 Rev. Jesse Head gave the following assessment list: "April 13, 1797. 50
acres second rate land, upon Road Run, original patent obtained in name of Benjamin Hardi
Horse 1." ‘ . -7

‘Somewhere in these assessméﬂt iists:-jﬂst the exact one I can not state~—upon the line

on which appears the name of "Jesse Head," and in the colwmn wherein is designated in
said assessment “horges or mares," some person in a spirit of mischief, no doubt, in a
different ink, opposite the word “mare" wrote "gray" which I take to. mean that '"Jesse
Head's" steed was a “gray mare®, S )

LM
.

"June 1, 1799“ Assessment list of Jesse Head. Same 50 acres. -And in addition is listec
%2 town lots, horses 2." Co. , _

The old patriot in two long years acquired "2 town lots" and an extra "horse" to his for-
tune. I venture the opinion, although I can not prove it, that the extra "horse” was the
0ld "gray mare’s" colt. But bear in mind, if you please, Jesse Head was a Methodist pre:

In 1799 "Biggar Head" died in Washingfon county, and he left a widow "Priscilla'. I be-
lie -e "Biggar® and Jesse were brothers, yet when we see the fact that "Biggar" left 200
acres of land and "Megroes 2," the mind is not c¢lear upon the point.

The various orders concerning Jesse Head, found in the Washington Couhty Court (Xy.), ar
as follows: "Nov. 7, 1797. Ordered that the clerk (of the court) bind David Rodman, orpl
of Alexander Rodman, deceased, to Jesse Head to learn the art of a cabinet maker. The
said David to stay with the said Head for three and a half years, and said Head to find
him in victuals and one palr of shoes per year, and at his freedom to find him a jointer
foreplane, jack and smoothing plane," While this good man seemed a little short on shoe
vet a pair a year then was the custom. :

"Jan. 6, 1798, Jesse Head produced in court a comnigsion authenticated as the law requi
appointment of said Jesse Head a Justice of the Peace for Washington {county) and took t
oath of office before Trammell Hickman'! (clerk.)

. (To be contimied April 8, 1921)

KHTICLE TWO . Lebanon Enterprise . April 8, 1921 ~ By L, S. Pemnce =

PRERVINFRRIREIFL S malant

éE_EEIQI_inths,iirst;ak@ich%concerniggmthe birth of Rev,., Jesse Headccalls fff,iﬁwﬁﬁéﬁf

_Copy as follows (hand write of Rev. Jesse Hed@yr—"""" = T

-
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nJegge Head, son of William Edward Head, was bern June 10, 1768 in Frederick
county, Karyland." T T

“Jane Ramsey, daughter of Robert and Susanah Ramsey, borp fpril 19, 1772, in
Bedford counfy, Penn,® ” o
et i jesse Head and Jane Ramasey were married by Rev. Bruce on Jan, 9, 1789,

"Tesue of Rev, Jesse Head and Jane Ramsey Headi'

"yilliam Edward Head, b. Feb. 19, 1790, baptised by Hev. Michael Land.®

"Jane Smith Head, b. April 29, 1792, bap. by Rev. Simmons," married ¥Wm. H. Li

"Robert Head, b. June 2k, 179L, bap. by Rev. Thomas Wilkerson," (died young).

#John Head, b. August 2L, 1796, bap. by Rev. Thomas Wilkerson .,"

"Jesse Thompson Head, b. Dec. 29, 1798, bap. by Rev. John Page.™

"Susanah Ramsey Head, b. May 22, 1803, bap. by Rev. Wm. McKendre."

"George McKendre Head, b. August 22, 1805, bap. by Rev, Wm. Burke."

"Thomas Jefferson Head, b. September 5, 1807, bap. by Rev, Wm. Burke."

"Mathew Walton Head, b. September 11, 1809, bap. by Rev. Chas. Halliday."

"Mary Head, b. December 30, 1810, bap. by Rev. Wm, NcKendre."

"Harriett Wilde Head, b. November 16, 1812, bap. by Rev. Chas. Halliday," mar
ried VerBryke. '

"Edward Bascom Head, b. June 1, 1817, bap. by Rev, Wm..lcKendre," married Mar

Mintner. Nl
. S [SENN ——r

s

The research for the grandchildrem, great-grandchildren and even great great-grandchildr
of Rev. Jesse and Jane Head has been only partially successful. In fact, to accomplish

the undertaking to find them all would necessarily require the services of a stenographe:
for the space of weeks. In the research just finished I must acknowledge the politeness
of all interrogated, and thank eacQ_for the ‘courtesy in giving whatever facts they posse

3 \ . N P -
I am gratified to anndunce- that Mrs. Sidney Elizabeth Brown, a granddaughter of Rev. Jes
Head is still alivé, hale and hearty, at the age of 75 years, at her home in Indiana, H
father was Edward Bascom Head, who was a printer and located many years ago in Harrodsbu
Ky., but a few years after the death of his eminent father, he joined the "Head hosts" i
their journeyings to the west. Mrs. Brown was born in Harrodsburg, Ky. She is the moth
of four daughters-and two sons. Also she has several grandchildren and two great-grand-
children, Mrs. Brown has from her girlhood days kept the faith of Methodism. For the
valuable aid extended me by Mrs. Brown and her daughters I am grateful.

Tt is-due that I especially mention two great great granddaughters of Rev, Jesse Head an
wife, namely: Mrs. Do M, Hutton and Miss Birdie Linnéy. Zhe former is the wife of the
owvner of the "Herald" at Harrodsburg, Ky. To Miss Linney I am indebted for the informat
that lead to my finding the true facts relative to Rev, Jesse Head. Their father was Ma
Linney, who was for many years the capable assistant to Hon. John R. Proctor, State Geol
As such agsistant, Marcus Linney made valuable research and extended the range of inves-
tigation to high success in that office. The State Historical Register, in its Jamuary,
1921, number, published an extended sketch of Marcus Linney.

% Many of the children of Rev. Jesse Head and wife, after the death of their devoted pare
moved to Illinois and Indiana. I am inclined to the firm belief their purpose in going
was to follow their childhood friends-—the Lincoln children., Children of Josiah Lincol
Mordica Lincoln and Thomas Lincoln, The early voices of these children mingled in youtk
merriment along the rugged banks of "Road Run."

o

It appears that(Eaward Bascom Head)the printer(;on of Rev. Jesse Head,) is the only one ¢
Chis children) that I have succeeded in obtaining a(complete list; His wife was Mary Mint
(married in 1835) and their issue followss (1) Sarah Jane Head, married Peter Brown. (
James Lowell Head, married Laura Linney. ({3) Jesse MicKendre Head, died unmarried. * (L)
bert Ferguson Head, married Josephine Randall. (5} Edward Bascom Head, married a widow,
Mrs., Carter. (6) Sidney Elizabeth Head, married Nicholas Brown. (7) La Fayette Marahal
Head, died unmarried. (8) Mary Ellen Head, died unmarried. {(9) William Trainer Head,

married Eli,abeth Freeman, In the forggoing~1iap\; have made mention of Mrs. Nicholas i
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I shall refer briefly to Rev. Edward Bascom Head, who was a presiding elder in the Kentucky
Ketnodist Conference in 1881-2. He served as postmaster at Harrodsburg, Ky., for several
years, He died in 1886, aged Ll, while attending a session of the Methodist Conference at
Winchester, Ky. He left a son and a daughter, both are living and married. If it could be
possible, I would like to see & complete family tree from Rev. Jegse Head and wife until
the year 1921. However, if any branch of this family wish recognition, and will.furnish
a true list to the writer, they will be given a place at the beginning of the third sketch.

The list coried at the beginning of this sketch, containing the names and dates of the birtl
of the children of Rev. Jesse Head and wife, was written down, over a century ago, by the
hand of Rev. Jesse Head for the information of all future generations of his family. The
family record also shows who "baptised" each child, and today such a list bespeaks minister
of the Gospel that time long ago erased from the face of the earth. Such family record als
reminds the reader that Rev, Jesse Head named a son "Mathew Walton® after the pre-eminent
Commander of the Lth Regiment Kentucky Militia, Colonel Mathew Walton; one of the best and
purest moral men of pioneer days in Washington county. When Washinglon was formed in 1792,
Governor Isaac Shelby established Mathew Walton at the head of the first court, and made
him "Chancellor" in equity. Many writers have touched upon the splendid life of Mathew
Walton. The Rev, Jesse Head knew men from every angle of their worth, and impelled by that
foundation of friendship and worth for such an eminent commander, named his son for said
excellent pioneer. Rev. Jesse Head was the friend of every good dause, and was among the
many early advocates for abolishing slavery in the new-born State of Kentucky at its first

Constitutional Convention.

" In the first sketch the suggestion was indulged that likely "Biggar Head, Sr." and Rev, Je:

Head ware bro! Such_is not t t. In the settlement of "Biggar Head's" estate
1 fact is ghown latter came Trom North Carolina to “Nelson counity™ im 1T

We find that William Edward Head died in Washington countyw-ig November 17983 and it is grd
able that the decedent and ReV. Jasse Head were brothers, bgganﬁgjigg_faéf will be recalle
that Rev. Jesse Head's father was "William Baward Head," and it.might be conslstently be-
1ieved that the decedent, William Edward Head, who died in Washington county, was naméd fo
fls ovm father (and Rav._UEEEE"HEEEiET“§§§K:i§hﬂétﬁiﬂuﬁrederick“gggnty, Maryland, The afo
said suggestion may be reenforced when the record of the Waghington Gounty Court on April

ﬂggg shows in

shows that William Edward Head age (16) and Thomas Baward Head (age 1h), infant sons
gg{Qgggdegﬁﬂﬁil};amfEQ@éf@qﬁggggﬂgamaminto“the_court and made "choice of Jesse Head as gua

ian" of their small estate. Said court order also further reads in this language: "Ordere
Fnat the clerk (of the court) bind William Edward ‘Head and JIhomas Edward Head, _orphans of
Willian Edward Head, deceased, to Jesse Head to learn the art of a cabinet maker actording
%o law, and said Jesse Head to learn the said apprentices to read and write and ciphér to
the rule of three, and said Jesse Head is to furnish wearing apparel and also find them iz
victuals." As aforesaid, I am of the opinion that Rev. Jesse Head was the uncle of the

aforesaid orphan boys. Be it ever said to the memory of Rev. Jesse Head as far as the col
records show that he was faithful and sincere to every trust. "Our own heart, and not, ot

men's opinons, forms our true honor."

. N4 -
Nﬁ”ntk Again Thomas Edward Head, who was one of the garly Jjailers of Washington county, had a so

¥ Y
/E;ff

named Bignard Berry Head, and it is 9robablg_&hg&_IngmagwEﬁﬁﬁtﬁ;ﬁgggLma;ried‘E daughter o

hameJ old man Richard Berry, Sr,, and the fact will be brought to mind that Richard Berry's, Sr

for

N io

i 1
War

aunt _to Miss Nancy Hanks, and Thomas Lincoln married Nency Hanks and Rev. Jes

W
. Head united Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks in the bonds of matrimony (June 12, 1806), so

would baffle a Philadelphia lawyer to unearth just exactly how the §§§g§4“ﬂggks,_§§;33§Lg

(
f,éiggglna were intermingled in the sphere of relationship in the pioneer days of Washingtc

!
i:nf”” county.

This ends the Rev. Jesse Head family research unless some branch sends in the list perta]
to that definite branch for the beginning of the third gketch,

(To be continued May 13, 1921)
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ARTICLE THREE Lebanon Enterprise May 13 1921 By L. S. Pence ';

Going back and taking up the orders of the ﬂg§gingionugggggx~ggggg'where the same were lefl
off in the first sketch, these orders continue as followsi

“Feb. 6, 1798. A certificate that Jesse Head, Esquire, hath taken the oath of
office (as Magistrate) in this county was returned in words and figures as follows: dJdan, 2
1798, Jesse Head appeared before me, a Justice of the Peace for Washington (county), and
produced a commi.ssion authenticated as the law requires, appointing said Head a Justice of
the Peace for Washington (county) and took the oath required by law previous to his enterir
said office., Given under my hand the day and year aforesaid, E. Trammell Hiclman, Justice

of the Peace."

4riapril 3, 1798, Ordered that Jesse Head and Josiah Wilson, Bsquires, state and
gettle the accounts of Sammuel Grundy, sheriff of this county, for the years of 1796 and 17
and make report." -

Ordered and directed that Jesse Head and Benjamin Piles, Esquire

be and they are requested to employ some person to erect stocks, pillory and 2 whipping po
wpon the public square in springfield (Ky.) for the use of this county." The above named
nBenjamin Files" was peculiarly gifted to the making of criminal implements in pioneer daf

as appears thus: "Feb. 5, 1795, Ordered that the sheriff pay Benjamin Piles nine shillir

for making a pair of hand cuffs,"

may 2, 1798.

“May 12, 1798. Washington County Court of Quarter Sessions." In the appeal ca

of John Shackleford versus John Davis, on an appeal from a judgment entered by Jesse Head
" Magistrate, it appears that the Appellate Court set aside as void the judgment rendered b
Jesge Head as Magistrate. This is the only occasion, as far as my researeh extends, wher

the Appellate Court upset any judgement of the old patriot.

"Hay 25, 1798." Two events of especial interest in the life of Rev. Jesse Head
are recorded at the above date. In the first event he speaks of his devoted wife, and th
will be passed until the fourth sketch, where Jan d, Wi Rev, Jesse Head

will be paid a tribute. The second event is copied from an aged book in wy posgession, ¢
titleds "Court Martials in Nelson~Washington county,” beginning "July 15, 1791," when Nel
county. included Washington, and when Virginia included all said territory. After Washing
county was formed-—and it was the first piece of territory ever named for George Washin

this Court Martial some years 1ater (after setting up the commencement order) made the b if

lowing order concerning Jesse Head, to=wit v
Page 61} At a Court Martial for the assessment of fines for the £

regiment of Kentucky Jilitia at Springfield (Ky.) the 25th day of May, 1798. Pres

Major Mathew Walton,ppresident. Richard McDonald, H incoln, Blija Faris an
Charles Hayden, Lisutenant, Josse Rice and John Hays, K

Richard Berry, Captains.
812nS. " zTizztrials———a—then)-

E"Page 62 Jesse Head returned as delinquent is cleared of (off) m
role, he having license to preach according to the rules of the sect to which.he ¢
longs." ‘

rrounding this ancient order invites investigation, Like
orders written in early times, while no doubt plain in meaning to the pioneers, yet its
pactness blurs its direct understanding to our minds. In my judgment the result of the
performed under the terms of the ancient order-—what said order accomplished-——i8 bett
calculated to unlock its true meaning than the frailty of itg wording. Many readers wh
casually observe the above ancient order will form the conclusion that Jesse Head held
license to preach” as an exhorter, that is to say, in the nature of an appeal to the pi
to forsake their sins; but not in the capacity of any accredited minister of a recogniz

church.

The historical siegnificance su
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First, therefore, 1et this question be propounded: Did gaid order of "lay 25, 1798, 30
terms, undertake to absolve se Head from "off the muster role" becauge he wag an accred-
s feT minister of some recognized churg hdoubtedly so. II, fowever, Jesse Head had held
wa license" merely as an sxhorter it is'ﬁQ?ﬁI?“conszsten%‘w1tﬁ sense that the Court Martial

would have summarily ordered that Jesse Head be "cleared of (off) the muster role." Wehsterx
has well said: "There is nothing 80 powerful as truth and often nothing so strange."

Second, at this date, "May 25, 1798," Jesse Head was 29 yearsg, 1l months and 15 days old (tc
¢t & 1t-rot-beer for the Tact that Jesse Head Teld fa 1icense’ a8 dn accredite
minister "of the sect to which he belongs," it is unquestioned that the Court Martial would
have ordered and directed Jesse Head to contimuous service as a militia~man in the "Fourth
Regiment of Kentucky Militia until said "delinguent" Jesse Head should attain the full age
of 50 _years, at which 1atter age all members were discharged. As an example, in the trial
just preceeding Jesse Head at bar it is there stated and ordered as follows: "From the oail
— of Anthony Stone filed showing that he will be 50 years old tomorrow, it is ordered and
directed that he be cleard of {off) muster role." Therefore, if Rev. Jesse Head was only
30 years of age upon "May 25, 1798," and had not held "a license" as an accredited minister
®of the sect to which he belongs;" it would appear inconsistent with human conduct why the
Court Martial should instantly absolve himy "cleared of (off) muster role.”

Again note carefully the beginning words of this ancient order, to-wit: "Jesse Head returne
as delinquent." This language indicates perfectly plain that Jesse Head was coerced before
the Court upon executed process———summoned—-éby an officer. Here is my theory concerning
this ancient trial. dJesse Head had removed from outside the bounds (or limits) of his orig
inal district where his faxm of 160 _acresi was 1Q§§Lﬁdmgnw§§9§§ﬂﬁggi_iggg_gpgiggfield. Upor
his arrival in Springfield, and being within proper age 1limit for Militia service, Jesdse
Head was cited by legal process to come and serve, and in the event of failure Jesse Head
would be fined in the sum of "nine shilling for each act of delinquency." Evidently Jesse
Head was within the clutches of the said Court Martial. The gquestion arises, what saved
Rev. Jesse Head, who had been both cited and "returned as delinquent" from the infliction-
of fine? Exempted alone by thaving a license' as an accredited minister "of the sect to

which he belongs.”

And again this idea may be advanced, that if the State Law and the Governor's commnissioned
officials gave full recognition to Rev. Jesse Head's "having a license;" why should not
State Law acquiesce and approve the concurrent or harmonizing authority to perform the rit
of matrimony? It did in my opinion. ;

Third, Rev. Jesse Head with the utmost fidelity toward the "license" which loyally acquit
him before the Court Martial, ever thereafter certified the status of all marriages throw
the official ceremony of the ministry, and never feigned the office of a Justice of the
Peace to seal such sacred and holy union.

Fourth, these Court Martial officials were selected and commissioned by the Governor, and
all records faithfully kept. Like all courts of record it was then and is now entitled ¥

full faith and credit. Therefore, as the original book exists (in a ggggﬁggqqi_qafq]mﬁﬁy

a Rev. desse.Head. s "having a_ligcensg,”and by reason o[ gich fact was “"cleared ¢

off) muster role“_gqmyears_beforg_full,aggdlnmgLngEJ&E&JEﬁI“; so, therefore, any ques

at this date appertaining to the existence of "having a license! in behalf of Rev. Jesse
Head!s ninistry at once relates back to the said original book and duly authenticates {1«
sueh original existing record that came from the nands and hearts of the Court Martiale
deed a maxim of our law reiterates a fundamental principle that an ancient judgment stan
unimpeached in the full attestation of its truthe.

For many years the public has been oppressed with disparaging remarks against the minist.
Rev. Jesse Head——and especially ugly stigmas hurled against the status of marriage in %
union of Thomas Licoln and Nancy Hanks——=becauge of false rumors of a mere tradition to

effect that Rev. Jesse llead was an impostor, and any marriage attempted to be solemnized
him void for want of a minister's license o% record in the %aahingtgn County GCourt, o% €

x l'J
i
Ronl
‘\’:\. .
T S




¥
Rav. JESSE HEAD DaTA (Cont'd) RRS 2-57 7.

where in any court in the Commonwealth. An answer to such distrustful demons is this. Rev.
Jesse Head no doubt was given adequate legal advice that as he had been acquitted in this
established court of record and before comnissioned officials of the Commorwealth; that ib
was not in accord with justice to heap additional costs upon this Immble pioneer ninister by
coercing him to incur costs again in recording the fact of "having a license"® in the Wash-
ington County Court. In other viords one recording of a license in amy court of record was
deemed sufficient. Also in pioneer d4ays the Court Martial met frequently, while the County
Courts had only sessions. Therefore, this recorded information was of much greater publicit;
upon the Court Martial record than if actually recorded in the Washington County Court. Hove
ever, the “ordination" of Rev. Jesse Head by Bishop Asbury on "October 3, 1805, will shortly
be reached.

(To be continued June 10, 1921)

. FUTTOIE TOUR___ Lebanon Enterprise Tome 10, 19oL By L. S, Fence -

Since,the publication of the third sketch, many questions have been asked concerning the 12
year judgment wherein Rev. Jesse Head held a license as & minister of the Gospel. It may b
interesting to know that the above-mentioned judgment is the only court order where the fac
ig established that Rev. Jesse Head posgessed a ministerts license. However, it may be ex-
plained at this point that on NFeba 15, 1805," where & marriage certificate containing
_glaven couples was returned by Rev. Jesse Head in the Washington County Court, he signed
this particular certificate of marriage as follows, to-wit: "Jesse Head, M. M. E. Ca,y" mean
ing a "Minister Methodist Episcopal Church." This was almost a year vefore Bishop Asbury
ordained Rev. Jesse Head a tdeacon" in the lethodist church.

The grders as contained in the viashington County Court continue thusi

" . Benjamin Hardin and others as 1tyustees of the town of Spring-
field of the first part! hath tindentured' unto "Jesse Head of the second part! two certal
lots situated 1n Springfield, Kye Egﬁ;ghﬂﬁﬁLHﬂﬂg had bargained for and had erected a -
gwelling house and was ;jyigg*;gJSpringfield"in=May, 1798, some two months before title as

above was passeda”

njuly 3, 1798. Upon the application of Abraham Hite, agent for John Hunter, it
is ordered that Jesse Head and Benjamin Hardin be empowered to take depositions, agreeable
to an Act of the General Assembly, and also ascertain boundayy of lands and for all other
o purposes.” This Benjamin was not the lawyer. 1 am of the opinion that Benjamin Hardin at
Jesse Head were brethers—in—1aw, although unable to prove such a fact. 1t will be remembs
that Benjamin Hardin originally pre-empted the "50 acre farm" situated next to bimself fo:
Jesse Heade This 0 ad v, Then, next, we see Benjamin Hardin and others (trust

making title to Jesse Head in g%ringfield, Ky» ?;%;gg}g_ﬂé:ﬂinla;g%%g#&gg;g the same nam
as_xhemglgggpmggster of Rev. d In pioneer days kinfolk setiled in group

ne 3 of esse Head's wife
and knit togethefwﬁwkina"GT’ﬁﬁiTorm protection from depredations of the Indians.

nSeptember Lerm, 17986, Washington County Court of Quarter Sesgion." An appea
was prosecuted by Henry lucas versus Aaron Vancleave from a judgment rendered by Jesse He
Magistrate. The case was affirmed upon the said appeal.

i L "april T,-1729. William Head and_Rdward Heag,_mh_ap,a.nijh.i‘-_-_ﬂﬁa_dr,.deceﬁsex
fcourilgndﬂmade“phoicqﬁgf Jegse Head as Their guardian, whicn fact is order

stpg_;ggggﬁeQ.ﬁ“”?hgwyhde eptate was 105 pounds, and divided among 8 heirs.

““ngam. 2, 1000. Ordered and directed that Jesse Head apd Josiah Wilson, squl

gtate and gettle the accountg.af the estate of_ﬂgrdgt;gﬁglifton,_dqgéggaa, and make Tepo
t? the court." The above decedent was a brother to Baldwin Clifton, who was a ploneer

ster, and died in Nelson county before Washington was formed. Burdette Clifton died at
the age of 78 years.
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"April term, 1800, Washington County Court of guarter Sessions®. In an appeal
of James Catlin versus James Whitecotton (Revolutionary soldier) the judgment as rendered
by Jesse Head was affirmed. The suit was over an old flint lock gun.

nJuly 8, 1800, This day came Leroy Smith before me,a Justice of the Peace, anc
produced a wolf head and took the oath prescribed by law in such cases. Given under uyhar
the day and year aforesaid. Jesse Head, Justice of the Peace.” At this date whoever kil]
a full grown wolf was paid a sum of money. The cath referred alone to the age of the wold
"Pregcribed by law" meant the such fact of full grown wolf, '

gy 2, 1802." Jesse Head at this date was "a trustee of tﬁe town of Springfie

tppril 3, 1803. Jesse Head was appointed "a commissioner to contract with som
proper person to erect posts and rails around the well and public spring of this town and
make all necessary repairs to same.," So we see by Jesse Heads energy the hogs were faste:
out of the town spring. I suspect this was the first industrial order ever put forth in
Springfield. Understand, may it please the cotirt, Springfield was the capital at that daf

¥ nJune 1, 1803." Jesse Head and John Head were selected by the heirs of full a
to divide the estate_of Thomas Head, deceased, agreeable to the law and make report to th
court.! The decedent was jailer of Washington county for many years. -

o "June 10, 1803." _Jesse Head succeeded Felix Grundy as "president of the Board

of Trustees of Springfield." It is interesting to know that Felix Grundy was admitted to
practice law in Springfield--his home—on "Hay 8, 1795." I suspect at the above date, "J
10, 1803," Felix Grundy was making rewoval to Nashville, Tenn,, where he became a celsbra
lawyer, and some years later President Jackson appointed him Attorney General of the Unit
States. Among old records once belonging to Rev. Jesse Head can be seen headings: "0ffic
Attorney General United States®. Likely Felix Orundy did many a service of friendship fo
Rev. Jesse Head. - -

1Dec. 10, 1803." Jesse Head rendered a judgment as magistrate in a very compl
legal question concerming “Jurisdiction™. From the decision of Jegse Head an appeal was
taken to the 7Court of wuarter Sessions" and affirmed. From this last decision the matte
went direct to the Court of &ppeals of Kentucky, and finally affirmed. Excuse our enthus
iasm, but Jesse Head was a "wheel-horse” in legal affairs. -

"May 20, 1805. Personally came Patrick kiorgan before me, a justice of the pes
and made oath that a black mare now in the possession of Richard Beall as executor of iax
aret Beall, dec'd., was given by said Andrew Beall when it was a colt to affiant, and it
was always considered by her as said Morgan's whenever spoken of by decedent to deponent.
Given under my hand the day and year above. Jesse Head, Justice of the Peace."” This ab
order was a good “stagger", in pioneer days, to our present day "Order of Delivery", as ¢
fined by the Civil Code of Practice.

"Dec, 11, 1808, Ordered thatfgsggg;gp_ﬁnald;gg, sheriff, be allowed one doll:
for two called courts, and the same is ordered for immediate payment,, " (Signed) "Jesse
1] . e g
Head, J;ﬂf:ﬁW:ﬁpn

L U

"May 9, 1809, Ordered that Jesse Head be and he is hereby appointed to make
hang shutters to the lower windows in the court housge,"

nJuly 2, 1809. Ordered and directed that Jesse Head paint the window frames
and doors of the court house."

nOctober 10, 1810." Upon this date Jesse Head as “Justice of the Peace" sign
the order book of the Washington County Court for the last time. To make sure that the
above date was the correct one, I invited Hon. Joseph Polin, of Springfield, to aid me i

this research; and together we confirmed that date as the closing chapter in the officie
1ife of Jesse Head in the Magisiracy of Washington County.
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In m&ﬂ%pinion Rev. Josse Head, in the spring of 100h, left Springfield, and returned to hi
farm on "Road Run". He was compelled to make this change because of heavy expenses of a
large family in town. Rev. Jesse Head had three "orphans" apprenticed to him {likely oth

. by gift of destitute parents) besides a wife and seven children to support. From 1804 to

n1310", the date he surrendered his Vagistrate, I am convinced that Rev. Jegse Head did
hardest farm labor., His signature of date "October 10, 1810" attached to the order book

of court indicates a farm hand signing; that is to say, the signature was hardly readable
when in actual practice Rev. Jesse Head was an expert penman and an able accountant.

In'‘1811" the name "Jessye Head" was upon the Assessor's book of Washington County. Likel
in the fall of 1811 Rev. Jesse Head bid farewell to his "Road Run" farm and permanently 1
cated in Harrodsburg, Ky. The battle of life was always fiercely waged with the old patr
On May 7, 1811, "Jesse Head" owned "I acres of land and 3 horses” on assessor's booke. Af
Rev. Jesse Head located in Harrodsburg his son's assistance no doubt was faithfully pledg
in the struggle ‘o aid his pioneer and patriotic father. -

JANE RAMSEY HEAD

¥Wife of Rev, Jesse Head, deserves a noble remembrance. Shé was of an excellent family ar
was the youngast of {ive daughters of Robert and Susanah Ramsey, of Bedford County, Penn.
"Jan. 9, 1789" she was maxried to Rev. Jesse Head, by the Rev. Bruce, and it is altogethe
probable thal the latter was Rev, Fhillip Bruce, a Methodist minister of great distinetic
and held important duties in parts of Pennsylvania and the states of Maryland and Virgini
Rev. W. B. Arnold, editor of the "Central Methodist", acquaints me with the following fac
In the autobiography of Rev. Jacob Young, a ploneer Methodist preacher of Kentucky, he s
"On londay I left this delightful neighborhood (Junction of Chapline River and Beech Forl
River) and traveled through a broken country, and vut up with a gentleman by the name of
Head. He had a very large family, was a clever man, and had a very pleagant wife." The;
words "a very pleasant wife" was descriptive of this spiendid pioneer woman, and no doub
referred to the wife of Rev, Jesse Head. I venture the opinion that Jane Head had fried
chicken for this itinerant Methodist preacher. It may be of interest to inform the read
that in 1786, in the Nelson County Court, that Moses Crume, (one of the very earliest Me
odist preachers to invade the District of Kentucky) by order of the court was permitted
erect a grist mill at the mouth of Chaplin River with the Beech Fork. Moses Crune was
mini in (ky) Des., 1602, and his segond son, Ralph Crume, married Miss Mary Lincoln™
of President Lincoln) dsighter of Abraham Lincoln who waé killed b thé Indians at Greer
Station. In May, 1798, Rev. Jesse Head was before the Court Martial at Springfield as a
witness for a "delinguent" named "Brazelion".

T+ appears that Brazelton in Feb. 1798 had failed to atbend "muster role" because of the
fact stated by him: "My wife was suddenly called to bed." The delinguent had Rev. Jesse
Lead sworn as a witness, and Rev, Jesse Head testified as followss "My wife was sent fo
at midnight to go over to his wife's aid and the weather was awful bad". Jane Head risk
her life at "midnight" among the perils of wild beasts and savage Indians to go to the
of her sexe. A4 grand pioneer woman. Another -superb trait of this excellent woman was he
affectionate care and motherly devotions bestowed upon the "orphans" sheltered in her fx
tier home. By the Court orders three "orphans” were apprenticed to Rev. Jesse Head (anc
there might have been others without any ordser of Court) and Jane Head with her prayers
ever hallowed His name in behalf of said innocent "orphans" that they might be useful me
and upright citizens in the forthcoming Commorwealth. May the blessed memory of Jane Rz
Head, like that of her eminent husband, survive all ages.
(To be contimued July 8, 1921.)

ARTICLE FIVE Lebanon Enterprise July 0, 1921 By L. S. Pence ]

&3 The {irst thing to be done in Sketch S is to answer a school girl who asks for this infy

tion: "Please give a description of Rev. Jesse Head." _The University of Chicagog@ag‘u
only drawing of Hgyv. Jesse Head known to existy, ggg_ygygngwtﬂg_cgurtggy of Hon. Edward

e e
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Heney, director of that. noted institution, valuable information concerning Rev.Jesse head

is directly given., "The picture is a profile. It shows g _Jarpe Roman nogg,_pngmiggﬂirghy

bone, and slightly sunken cheek, So he was evidently tall and leans The forehead is hizh
e hair sparse," T

Hon. E. A, Heney also interestingly states: "The picture is one of several hundreds which
came to us with the library of Colonel Reuben T. Durrett, of Louisville, Ky. There is no
note of any sort on it except an ink note: 'Rev. Jesse Head, minister, who married Thomas
Lincoln to Nancy Hanks,'"
Miss Mary A. Stephenson, of Harrodsburg, Ky., always conservative and accurate in her rest
work and well informed upon the pioneer history of Harrodsburg, acquaints me with the foll
ing facts found of record in that historic town concerning the Rev. Jesse Head: "In the
original trustee bogk of Harrodsburg, dating from 1786, is contained the record that Jesse
Tlead baught. & lot.qn the site now otcupied by the Harrod Hotel,  In ¥arch, 1810, in the ~
| _ same book mention is ;ade that at a later date he bullt a shop on this lot. Jesse Head wa
l a carpenter and a cabjinet maker of fiore ‘than ordinary skill for that era,™~ = -~~~

pa—————- R S

—4Krs, M. E. Sharp, of Mercer county, has in her possession a small mahogany bureau (about 1
by 2) which was made by Jesse Head in 1836. ¥rs. Sharp's uncle obtained the bureau from-:
Jesse Head and made a gift of the same to her when she was three years old, b//

” -
Jesse Head's first shop in Harrodsburg was adjacent to an old stone house occupied by Beri
Magoffin, Sr., father of Gov. Magoffin, Later the stone house was remodeled into a tavern
and the Head shop presumably removed to another part of the town.

On October 10, 1811, {one year precise from the last signed order by Jesse Head as "Magist
of Washington county) Jesse Head was elscted a trustee of Harrodsburg to £ill a vacancy
created by the resignation of George C. Thompson, a prominent citizen of that period. The
minutes also show the fact of Jesse Head serving in this capacity until 1815 when a trusts
was elected to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Jesse Head, he having remove
from the town. But in 1819 he is again mentioned-as serving in the capacity of trustee.
was re-elected at different times until 1827, after which date his name does not appear uj
the records. while serving as trustee Jesse Head acted as chairman of the board upon fre
occasions. The residence of Rev. Jesse Head for scme years before his death, as ascertail
from reliable tradition, was situvated on north Main street between the Norfieet and Harbi.
property, His shop was with his residence during his later years. L/””;l

— In 1830 Rev. Jesse Head with his son's aid edited in Harrodsburg 'a paper called "The Amer
{see Acts 1830). Whether or not the venture was a financial success does not at this rem
date seem to be known. Bascome Head, Sr., (called "printer," son of Jesse Head) had a lo
career in journalism. On "March 20, 18B6," the "Harrodsburg Democrat,™ in speaking of th

- death of this energetic man said: "He had a career 'at the case' for more than 65 years a
even in his old age he was considered the swiftest compositor in Harrodsburg. He had man
warm friends among the older citizens., He was a son of Jesse Head, a pioneer preacher, W
married Thomas Lincoln to Nancy Hanks." -

Miss Stephenson concludes as follows: "The Rev, Jesse Head was an important factor in the
regulation and upbuilding of Harrodsburg, from the most reliable tradition., In the County
Court records of Mercer county can be found many marriage returns duly certified by REV.
JESSE HEAD. 1In that early era above mentioned, when death took a pioneer from his toils
in the community of Harrodsburg, the Rev. Jesse Head made the coffin and preached the fun

REV. JESSE HEAD AS MINISTRR

Tradition says that Rev. Jesse Head came over the "old wilderness" road into Washington cc
and in a few years after arriving in his frontier home began preaching the doctrine of lie
odism to the frontiersman. However, the exact date when the ministry of Rev. Jesse Head
gan is unknown, In the first sketch the name of Rev. Jesse Head was peculiarly associatbe

L
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nitinerant" preacher. This was error, for when he was ordained a "deacon

«ith that of the
1t is expressly stated: nfev. Jesse Head a local preacher."

by Bishop Asbury

it the early date when Rev. Jesse Head preached at the vurious stations in ¥Washington coun'
and adjacent stations, there was no controversy sbout "salvation by faith" or "salvation b;
works," for thers was no confusion of the meaning of the word "faith”.

The Revolutionary War had previously ended and Methodist theology thus fitted in exactly w
the emphasis of an actual equality among all men. Indeed not only the Methodist settlers
brought with them their religious ideals, but the same year that Kentucky was admitted int
Statehood, the first Roman Catholic church was established within less than a score of mil
of Springfield, and in the new county of Washington. Also other denominations in this sec
tion built churches. The wonderful zeal of the new settlers soon had churches established
in various leocalities. In a very short time after Holy Cross church was founded by Father
vim. de Rohan it is worthy to note that the officials of Washington county had a county roa
cpened from said "chapel" (word used in the order) in two directions. First, in the direc
ion of Pottinger's creek settlement and out to the "old trail" at Leonard Kattingly's, ex-
tending onward to John Lancaster's and Joseph Dant's and Francis dudd's plantations. No
locality ever enjoyed a more enduring friendship or excelled in religious influences than
the above section while Fathers de Rohan, Badin, Salmon, Fournier and others piloted the
Roman Catholic church, and stations along the Rolling Fork river; and the ministers, Teral
Templin, Thomas Kyle, Barnabas ugHenry, John Harper and Jesse Head, who piloted the faith ¢
Protestantism upon the other hand. The new county of Washington-—the first piece of ter!
tory ever named for George Washing ton—was cradled in an atmosphere of effective influen

of Cinristianity.

While, perhaps, a little off of the subject, yet I want to say this: Taking the many orde
of the County Court of Nelson county from 1788 to 1792 (when Washington county was formed
there was more enterprise in the opening of "public roads"; and more developuent in eract
tgrist mills;" and in a general welfare of Mimprovement and upbuilding® within the radius
15 miles around Springfield than prevailed in any other section of the new Commonwealth,
excluding Harrodsburg and Lexington, much older settlements.

Rev. Jegse Head, while in Washington County, had in his make-up as ruch of the spirit of
apostle as rested in any man wrestling to upbuild his Maker's cause in a primitive count:
Rev. Jesse Head was a man of "strong character and not afraid to speak the truth at all
and under any circumstances," and his sentiment regarding slavery in its earliest agitat!
was pronounced against such an institution. And while the Assessor's book in Washington
county in 179L, and years thereafter included Bigger Head, W. E. Head and Priscilla Head
enlisted slave ovmers, yet Rev. Jesse Head instead of holding "slaves" had tapprenticed”
three "orphan boys" te nurture and ingtruct and champion toward tyuth and earnest manhoo

for the new Commonwealth.

Kind readers, Rev, Jease Head did lots more good in the wilderness of Washington county
toward a fearless demunciation of wrong doinghthan the world in general sever gave him c¢¥

An amusing incident in the life of Rev. Jesse Head is told from tradition, how with hiaé
and thoughtlessness he made a laughable blunder while preaching a sermon at the Pottenge
creek settlement, almost a century and a quarier ago. Te incident is as follows: In tt
days pack saddles were extonsively used. The pack saddle was a rude contrivance made of
forked branch of a tree, in keeping with the prizitive simplicity of the times, and wher
fastened upon a horse it becaue the receptacle of the goods and chattels to be carried.
saddles were extensively used as 3 means of transportation at that era. Any branch of :

wnich could be made into such a gaddle was an attractive object. Upon one occasion whili
preaching a sermon at the above nawed settlement and when almost at the climax of his &
he paused in nis sermon with his eyes fixed at the top of a red elm tree and pointing uj
said: "I want to remark right here that yonder 1is one of the best forks for a pack sadd
ever saw in the woods."

By the peep of day of the next morning (which was Monday) Rev, Jease Head gfgfured the
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saddle and was off on the "old gray" mare for home. But with a1l of his blunders and oddi
ties there was never a nore energetic preacher to uphold good morals among the settlers.
endeavored to raise his country by the lever of religion,

(To be finished August 12, 1921)

ARTICLE SIX Lebanon Enterprise September 16, 1921 By L. S. Pence

ey

This last sketch (No. 6) of the life of Rev. Jesse Head should have been inserted on Augu
12, 1921, but on account of a severe illness of the writer, the concluding sketch coumes o
month later, A review of the life of this earnest and pious pioneer lNethodisit preacher h:
been a pleasant task among the researches of Washington countyt!s early history.

The Rev. Jesse Head began his service with the Methodist church in or about the year 1798
Upon “October 3, 1805" Rev. Jesse Head was ordained by Bishop Francis Asbury a "deacon" i
the Methodist Episcopal church at "Houston's Chapel in Scott county, Kentucky." MThe Ris
Of Methodism in the West!, a recent publication {1920}, gives the following proceeding col
cerning Rev. Jesse Head, at page 101, outlining from the "Western Conference of 1805" whi
reads as follows: "Date of October 3, 1805. Who are ordained deacons? Answer: Jesse He
a local preacher" (and eight others.) Rev. Jesse Head was likely a local preacher and no
an itinerant preacher by the fact of his having such a large family. -

The ordination of Rev. Jesse Head as a "deacon" in the Methodist Episcopal church by Bisho
Ashbury took place one year before the farmous "marriage certificate" was written and sign
by "Rev. Jesse Head, D, M. E. C.," wherein is given the form of matrimony solemnized betw
Thos. Lincoln and Nancy Hanks. The recent unearthing of the ordination of Rev. Jesse Hea
by Bishop Asbury shows an authenticated and lawful right of performing the rites of matri
was conferred upon him through the Methodist church. ’

So, therefore, at the date, "June 12, 1806,“‘when Rev. Jesse Head married President Linco
parents, he had the Hethodist church authority of a "deacon” in addition to the original
right of a "minister."

However, it appears from every certificate signed and returned into the Washington County
Clerk's office, after "October 3, 1805," that Jesse Head used alene the office of Ndeacor
making returns upon certificates of marriage. _

There appears two certificates of marriage purporting to have duly issued and signed by !
Jesse Head which read as follows:

#I do hereby certify that by authority of license issued by the Clerk's office
Washington county I have solemnized the rites of wmatrimony between Thomas Lincoln and Nar
Hanks, June 12, 1806, A. D., agreeable to the rites and ceremonies of the lethodist Episc
church. Witness my hand. Jesse Head, Dn., M. E. C."

The above certificate Miss Tarbell used in her book, "Rarly Life of Lincoln." Both the
and Deputy of the Washington County Court denied all knowledge regarding the above certi
when on June 28, 1921, I asked to inspect the sald alleged certificate.

The second alleged certificate reads thus: ‘
"I do certify that on the 22d day of September, 1806, I solemnized the rites

matrimony between Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks, according to the rites of the lLethodis
Episcopal church. Jesse Head, D., M. E. G."

Also the Clerk and Deputy could give no information whatever regarding this last certifi
when interrogated at Springfield, Ky., on June 28, 1921. Every certificate was examined
had been signed and returned into the Washington County Court by Rev. Jesse Head, but no
could be found of this last alleged certificate.
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The marriage bond executed by Thomas Lincoln reads as followss -
txnow all men by these presents that we, Thomas Lincoln and Richard Berry, are
held and firmly bound unto his Excellency the Governor Of Kentucky for ‘the just and full
sum of fifty pounds current money to the payment of which well and truly to be made to the
said Governor and his successors we bind ourselves and our heirs, &c., Jjointly and several
firmly by these presents sealed with our seals and dated this June 10, 1806, The conditic
of this obligation is such that whereas there is a marriage shortly intended between the
above bound Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks for which a license has issued now if there be
lawful cause to obstruct the said marriage then this obligation to be void or else to rem
in full force and virtue in law. Thomas Lincoln {Seal)
: Richard Berry (Seal)
Witness, John H., Parrott,”

Two days after the above marriage bond was igsued Rev. Jesse Head, at the home of Richard
Berry, in Washington county, Ky., performed the marriage that united Thomas Lincoln and
Nancy Hanks as husband and wife. A copy of the famous "marriage certificate" reads as fo
"I do hereby certify that the following is a true 1list of marriages solemnized
me, the subscriber, from the 28th day of April, 1806, until the date hereof: :
nJune 25, 1806, joined together in the holy estate of matrimony, agreeabl
the rules of the li. Ee C., Morris Berry and Peggy Simms.
"November 27, 1806, David Mays and Hannah Peters.
MMarch 5, 1807, Charles Ridge and Annie Davis. —
WMarch 2, 1807, John Head and Sally Clark.
March 27, 1807, Benjamin Clark and Dolly Head.
nJamary 1k, 1807, Edward Pile and Rosannah Mepiahon,.
"December 22, 1806, Silas Chamberlain and Betsey West.
nJune 17, 1807, John Springer and Elizabeth Ingram.
wJune 12, 1806, THOMAS LINCOLN and NANCY HANKS.
NSeptember 23, 1806, John Cambron and Hannah White.
"October 2, 1806, Anthony Litsey and Fhoda Pirtle.
nOctober 23, 1806, Aaron Harding and Hannah Botts.
nppril 7, 1807, Daniel Payne and Christine Price.
nJuly 2L, 1806, Benjamin Clark and Delly Clark.
tiay -, 1806, Hugh Haskins and Betsey Dyer.
nSeptember 2L, 1806, John Graham and Catherine Jones.
Given under my hand this 22d day of April, 1807.
Jesse Head, D, kK. C. E

In wWashington county, Ky., from 1805 until September, 1810, Rev. Jesse Head married some
couples. In Mercer county he also married many couples. )

Twenty—-two years ago I attended a friend's marriage at the Catholic church in Lebanon, T
excellent priest, in the ceremory, stressed the fact to the contracting parties that God
planned their lives and destinies to meet at the altar for the glory of the church and u
fulness of the Nation. I believed the well chosen words of the priest. Now I further b
lieve in the utterance I am going %o announce, to-wit: That Rev. Jesse Head, aided and di
by Divine influences, traveled over the twilderness road® from Maryland into the wilds o
yashington county, Ky., to become a sgeacon" in his selected church where he officiated
the marriage of Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks, and from the union of this couple a son
born who should lead a Nation from the shackles of slavery and bondage to freedom; and t
ordained with as much certainty of Divine inspiration as was the mission of John Baptist.
whole world joined in a spirit that the American slaves ghould be free,

Rev. Jesse Head never lived to see the achievements for humanity that Abraham Lincoln, 1
to the carents whose union was cemented as husband and wife by the "deacon's" words, Wr«
as the Chief Magistrate in the moral forces of this Nation,

Rev. Jesse Lead died in March, 1842, years before the Justre of the wighty Lincoln grew
renown, even in the debates with the great Stephen A, Douglas.
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- Like the appearance of the hand of God in the writing at Belshazzar's feast, we bLehold

twenty-three years from the death of Rev. Jesse Head that President Lincoln penned the '5’;‘:
claration of Emancipation, therby carrying out the abolition of slavery that was set like
flint in Rev, Jesse Head's mind. It should be made clear that no conflict of human obligs
 tion and of Divine will ever crossed in complete fidelity to the Nation's welfare,

In 1908 Congress erected at Hodgenville, Ky., a costly memorial to the birthplace of Pres:
dent Lincoln. Congress, however, omitted a plain duty in behalf of Rev. Jesse Head in fa:
ure to erect in the public sguare at Springfield, Ky., (only a stone's throw from Hodgen—
ville) a marble slab, six feet wide at the base, ten feet in height and broad enough in
surface to contain in full the famous "marriage certificate® penned by Rev. Jesse Head in
Washington county, Kentucky.

Rev. Jesse Head was truly one included in the noble array of those who, for the promotio
of righteousness and truth among men, did endure hardness to face the trying experiences
pioneer times to give positive proof of love that is found in sacrifice for humanity.

Rev. Jesse Head sleeps in an unmarked grave in the cemetery at Harrodsburg, Ky., but in t
words of Lincoln, "His name and fame shall not verish from the earth.”

B T T R L S s TR o
The above completes the series of articles as they appeared in the LEBANON ENTERPRISE bu
an interesting comment relative to the origin of the articles appears on page S of the 1
page commemorative pamphlet entitled "THE MAN WHO MARRIED LINCOIN'S PARENTS-~—An Address
Rev. William E, Barton, D. D., LL. D., Delivered at the Dedication of a Monument at the
Grave of Rev. Jesse Head and Jane Ramsey Head, his Wife, in Spring Hill Cemetery, Harroc
burg, Kentucky, Thursday, Nov. 2, 1922." This pamphlet was published by the HARRODSBURG
HiRALD in 1922 {the ovmer-editor of which was D. M. Hutton, the husband of Grace Linney,
Grace Linney was a decendant of the Rev. Jesse Head)s, kir. (The Rev,. ) im. Barton states
while doing research for his book !Tdii PATERNITY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN (published in 1920)
he was compelled to do some personal research in Washington County, Kentuclky, and he furt
states: '
"y this matter I was assisted by the County Attorney, Hon. Joseph Polin, and
subsequently, and to a larger extent, by Hon. Lafe S. Pence, of Lebanon, Ky.
Through the efforts of these friends and such investigation as I was able myse
to make, the career of Jesse Head in Washington county emerged and took form,
¥r. Pence has himself written the substance of it in a series of articles pri:
in Lebanon,?
It is just possible that due to the interest aroused by the Hon. Lafe 5. Pence in the se
of articles he pemned in 1921--he even indicated Congress was remiss in their duty to er
a public monument in the Springfield public square to the honor of Jesse Head~-that the
zens of Harrodsburgz erected a tombstone over the graves of the Rev, Jesse Head and his w
althoush the HARRODSBURG HERALD in reporting the dedication of the tombstone the day fol
the dedication credited the Rev, William Barton as follows:
NDr. Barton was the originator of the mormument to Jesse Head and he made_the
first contribution to it."

Considerable data has been collected and distributed relative to the Rev, Jesse Head lin
some of it contradictory, but our primary references seem to bei
1. The Rezister (Ky. Historical Society) January 1921.
2. Lafe S. Pence (Lebanon Enterprise) Six Articles, running March thru 3ept.
3. ¥m. E, Barton (Harrodsburg Herald) "The Man Who Married Lincoln's Parents"
- k. ( ) "Life of Rev. Jesse Head" Author, publish
date not known but data reproduced in L. D. McPherson MCOMPILATION OF HI
OF THZ HEAD FAMILY", Pg. 18.
5. Mre, Grace L. Hutton Letter to L. D. McPherson. Dec, 8, 1938 (See page °

the McPherson notes, .
6. Ky. Kinfolk column (Herald-Post of Louisville, Ky.) Pg. 21, Jan. 31, 19
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’ Thfg;yimgnmattampx_tahcirculate in_thelr é tirety thne gix articles written by L. S. PuilCe
and pijblished in the LiSBAROH (KT, ) Eiioabdisi under the title "LIFL SKETCHES QF REV, JESSE
EAD, fah0 VARRIGD PRESIDELR HCOLNLS BYTS". ‘Phese articles were dated March 11 1321,
April 8 IEL, Way 13 1921, June 10 19gll_Juizmﬁwgﬁgl,aﬂﬁwﬁéqumhﬁxfléﬂ192l,,

ANTOLE ONE __—Tobarion Bitetprise  Farch 11 192 By Ly 5 PRWGE T

o i e st

—————

we are indebted to Jack Harris Watts for articles two and four, walch he has previously
circulated, and to Willys M. S5ills for articles one, two, three, five and six. It is hop
this presentation of all the articles in theipr enbtirety, rather than as mere genealogical
abstracts, will shed additional light and interest concerning the JESSE HEAD branch.

Shortly following the presentation of this series of articles there will also be circulat
a brief synopis of all additional data immediately available to our group of HEAD-hunters
Persons having data in excess to the material thus presented are urged to follow thru wit
auch information by forwarding it to ROBERT WOLLAND SiiTd, 130 Jennie Drive , Concord, Ca
ifornia. Such material will be immediately duplicated and circulated to, those members of
the HEAD-hunter group as have manifested an intersst in, or contact with; descendants of
the JESSE HEAD branch. r

LIFE SKETCHES OF REV, JESSE HEAD, ITHO VARRIED PRESIDENT LINGOLN'S PARENTS

bt S

ot

In the savape-infested days of the District of Kentucky when the Indian wigwams were ofte
in sight, and when the roads were only paths trimmed out and made wider from the existing
traces, or roads, beaten dowvn by the travel of wild animals; the itinerant preacher was

about in the trackless forest proclaiming to the settlers a salvation that will abide unt
judgement day, The big hearted and noble pioneers were so overjoyed at the coming of an
itinerant preacher that when one did visit the settlement and preach a sermon from two t
three hours in length, it was a great occasion. ' o S '

f\

Vartldiogh HEAD in the infant hours of the newly formed State, and of Washington county-
first county formed after admi ssion-—wencountered as many dangers, and preached 2s reali.
a gospel as any valiant messenger in the service. His benevolence included the good of

the whole human race.

These four articles will endeavor to give the recorded events found in the Washington
County Court, or elsewhere, concerning Jesse Head as a lagistrate, and also will review
his wministerial career as a champion for truth. He dispensed the decisions of law, necse
sary to his office of Magistrate, with eminent ability and perfect justice; and his amia
and concilitory temper enabled him to exert a substantial influence in helping establish
the cause of Christianity within the confines of the newly formed State.

It has been & far flight of time since bthe days when Rev Jesse Head was protected from
the murderous Indians by a sentinel armed with the long barrel flint-lock riflej while t
good man discoursed to the settlers congregated within the fort; down to the year of 192
and in consequence of such lapse of time, tradition must be depended upon, in some insta
to complete a review. '

Rev. Jesse Jisad performed the marrisge cexemony,.on June 12, 1800, that ur
resident Lincoln's parents; which record of said marriage was lost, and not unearthed
72 years Thersalter; and when the world believed for over three generations that no mar-

riage had in fact occurred; such discovery of the genuine record by W. F. Booker, court

" ficial, immortalized the name of Reverend Jesse Head in the riches of historical recita

The earliest events of record concerning Rev Jesse Head are as follows:

Rev. Jegse Head was born near Baltimore, Maryland, on January 28, 1763, and at the aga
22 years was maryied to Miss Jane Ramsey, of Bedford County, Penn. ..Recent confusion ap
pearing as to the number of lssue born to Rev. Jesse Head and Jane Head; and desiring t

" obtain, if possible, the exact truth in that particular, I omit the same gt this time,
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asy, JES3E nmAl DATA {Cont'd) RRS 2-57 3.

i “Jegge Head, son of William Edward Head, wag born June 10, 1768 in Frederick
county, Maryland." . -
, iJane Ramsey, daughter of Robert and Susanah Ramsey, born April 19, 1772, in
Bedford county, Penn.? - .

Rjaas6 Head and Jane Ramsey were married by Rev. Bruce on Jan, 9, 1769 .n
nTgsue of Rev. Jesse Head and Jane Ramsey Head:"

#yilliam Edward Head, b. Feb. 19, 1790, baptised by Rev, Michael Land."
WJane Smith Head, b.,April 29, 1792, bap. by Rev. Simmons," married ¥m, H. Linn
"Robert Head, b. June 2L, 1794, bap. by Rev. Thomas Wilkerson," (died young)e
nJohn Head, b. August 2k, 1796, bap. by Rev. Thomas Wilkerson ."
"Jegse Thompson Head, b. Dec. 29, 1798, bap. by Rev. John Page."
Susanah Ramsey Head, b. May 22, 1803, bap. by Rev. Wm, McKendre.®
"George McKendre Head, b. August 22, 1805, bap. by Rev, ¥m. Burke. !
NThomas Jefferson Head, b. September 5, 1807, bap, by lev, Wm. Burke,"
Miathew Welton Head, b. September 11, 1809, bap. by Rev. Chas. Halliday."
“Mary Head, b. December 30, 1810, bap. by Rev. Wm. lcKendre,”
"Harriett Wilde Head, b. November 16, 1812, bap. by Rev, Chas, Halliday," mar-
ried VerBryke. _
nEdward Bascom Head, b. June 1, 1817, bap. by Rev, Wn. - McKendre," married Mary

Mintner. \ «'-'-t("!' ! LI .

er ‘ }ﬂit ;. o e

The research for the grandchildren; great-grandehildren and even great great-grandchildrer
of Rev. Jesse and Jane Head has bgdﬁ only partially successful. In fact, to accomplish
the undertaking to find them all would necessarily require the services of a stenographer
for the space of weeks. In the research just finished I must acknowledge the politeness

of all interrogated, and thank eac% for the'courtesy in giving whatever facts they posses:

Yooy - ) -

I am gratified to announce- that Mrs, Sidney Elizabeth Brogg&hgwg;angdagggtggqgiwﬁgginess
Head is still slive, hale abd_hearty, at the age of 75 years, at her home in Indiana, He
{ather was Edward Bascom Head, who was a printer and located many years ago in Harrodsbur
Ky., but a few ysars after the death of his eminent father, he joined the "Head hosts" in
their journeyings to the west., Nrs. Brown was born in Harrodsburg, Ky. She is the mothe
of four daughters*and two sons. Also she has several grandchildren and two great-grand-
children, Mrs. Brown has from her girlhood days kept the faith of Methodism. For the

valuable aid extended me by Mrs. Brown and her daughters I am grateful.

It is-due that I especially mention two great. great granddaughters of Rev., Jesse ﬂcad and
wife, namelys Mrs. D. M, Hutlon and Miss Birdie Linney, The former is the wife of the™™

oener of the "Haraldl at. Harcodsourgs. Ky. To Miss Linney I am indebted for the informafi
that lead to my finding the true facts relative to Rev. Jesse Head., Their father was Max
Linney, who was for mamy years the capable assistant to Hon., John R. Froctor, State Geolc
As such agsistant, Marcus Linney made valuable research and extended the range of inves-

tigation to high success in that office. The State Historical Register, in its January,

1921, number, published an extended sketch of Marcus Linney.

W Many of the children of Rev. Jesse Head and wife, after the death of their devoted parer
moved to Illinois and Indiana. T am inclined to the firm belief their purpose in going v
was to follow their childhood friends-—-the Lincoln children. Children of Josiah Lincolr
Mordica Lincoln and Thomas Lincoln. The early voices of these children mingled in youtihi
merriment along the rugged banks of "Reoad Ron.®

.. ‘}

It appears that{fdward Bascom Head)the printer(éon of Rev. Jesse Heady is the only one o
(his children) that I have succeeded in obtaining a(complete list; His wife was Mary Mipt
(married in 1835) and their issue followst (1) Sarah Jane Head, married Peter Brown. (2
James Lowell Head, married Laura Linney. (3) Jesse McKendre Head, died unmarried. (L)
bert Ferguson Head, married Josephine Randall. (5) Edwerd Bascom Head, married a widow,
Mrs. Carter. (6) Sidney Elizabeth Head, wmerried Nicholas Brown, (7) La Fayette Marshal

Head, died unmarried. (8) Mary Ellen Head, died unmarried. (9) William Trainer Head,

married Eli,abeth Freeman. In the foregoing. 1is} I have made mention of Mra. Hicholaa B

v
i
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SoFTCLE TIREE  Lebanon Guterprise  Kay {51971 By L. 5. bence

" Qoing back and taking up the grders of the ﬂﬁ§ningian_ﬁggg§[_§gg£& where the same were left

off in the first sketch, these orders continue as follows:

#Feb, 6, L7968, A certificate that Jesse Head, Esquire, hath taken the oath of
office (as Magistrate) in this county was returned in words and figures as followa: Jan. 27,
1796, Jesse Head appeared before me, a Justice of the Peace for Washington (county), and
produced a commission authenticated as the law requires, appointing said Head a Justice of
the Peage for Washington (county) and took the oath reunired by law previous to his entering
said office, Given under my hand the day and year aforesaid. E. Trammell Hickman, Justice
of the Peace."

4reipril 3, 1798, Ordered that Jesse Head and Josiah Wilson, Esquires, state and
settle the accounts of §ﬁmﬂ§l;§£2§§¥’ sheriff of this county, for the years of 1796 and 1797
and make report.® ‘ e

iy 2, 1798, Ordered and directed that Jesse Head and Benjamin Piles, Esquires,
be and they are requested to employ some person to erect stocks, pillory and a whipping posg’
upon the public square in Springfield (Ky.)} for the use of this county.*® The above named
nBenjamin Piles" was peculiarly gifted to the making of criminal implements in pioneer da¥s

as appearsg thus: "Feb. 55 1795« Ordered that the sheriff pay Benjamin Piles nine shilling
for making a pair of hand cuffs."

"May 12, 1798 Washington County Court of Quarter Sessiong." In the appeal case
of John Shackleford versus John Davig, on an appeal from a Judgnent entered by Jesse Head,

" Magistrate, it appears that the Appellate Court set aside as void the judgment rendered DYy

Josse Head as Magistrate. This is the only occasion, as far as my researsh exténda, where
the Appellate Court upset any judgement of the old patriot.
ngy 25, 1798." Two events of especial interest in the 1ife of Rev., Jesse Head "
are recorded at the above date., Tn the first event he spealks of his devoted wife, and thi
will be passed until the fourth sketch, where d » plfe of Rev. Jesse Head,
will be paid a tribute. The second even ig copied from an aged book in my possession, en
titleds "Court Yartials in Nelson~Hashington county," beginning ¥July 15, 1791," when Nels
county. included Washington, and when Virginia included all said territory. After Washingt
county was formed-—and it was the first piece of territory ever nomed for George Washingt
this Court Martial some years later (after setting up the commencement order) made the fol
lowing order concerning Jesee Head, to-wils——
fPage 61) At a Courd Martial for the assessment of fines for the for
regiment of Kentucky Militia at Springfield (Ky.) the 25th day of May, 1798. Presel
Major Mathew Walton,ppresident. Richard McDonald, Mordiga Lingoln, Elija Faris and
Richard Berrys Captains. Charles Hayden, Lieutenant, Jesse Rice and John Hays, En
signs." (Ten 1) a1 Gmermemthien )=

ew,

ipage 6 Jegse Head returned as delinquent is cleared of (off) mus

role, he having licensse to preach according to the rules of the sect to which he be
longs." .

The historical significance gurrounding this ancient order invites investigation, Like &
ordera written in early times, while no doubt plain in meaning to the pioneers, yet its ¢
pactness blurs its direct underatanding to our minds. In my Judgment the result of the ¢
performed under the terms of the ancient order-~—what said order aoccomplished—i8 bette:
calculated to wilock its true meaning than the frailty of its wording. Many readers who
casually observe the above ancient order will form the conclusion that Jesse Head held ",
license to preach! as an exhorter, that is to say, in the nature of an appeal to the pilo
to forsake their sinsj but not in the capacity of any accredited minister of a recognize
churche



g e
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First, therefore, let this question be propounded: Did said order of “Nay 25, 1798, in

m "off the muster ro1g3_Qgggn§g_hgugagﬁggﬁgggged-

”! inister of soma recogn _ Ur _nbtedly 80, 41, NOWEVET, Jesse Hea 81d

ng }icense" merely as an exnorter it is ATdly ronsd =ﬂ%~witﬁ sense that the Court lartial

would have summarily ordered that Jesse Head be "cleared of (off) the muster role." Webster
has well saids “There 1s nothing so powerful as truth and often nothing so strange.”

iniste

Second

’ at thisg date, "May 25, 1798,u Jesse Head was 29 years, 11 nonths and 18 days old (to

S and : st-rgoir Tor the fact that Jesse 553 Teld fa license" as an accredited
nof the sect to which he belongs," it is unquestioned that the Court Martial would
have ordered and directed Jesse Head to continuous service as a militia~man in the WFourth
Regiment of Kentucky Militia® until said "delinguent" Jesse Head should attain the full age
of 50_yearss at which latter age all menbers were discharged. As an example, in the trial
just preceeding Jesse Head at bar it is there stated and ordered as follows: "From the oath
of Anthony Stone filed ghowing that he will be 50 years old LomOITOwW, it is ordered and
directed that he be cleard of (off) muster role."” Therefore, if Rev. Jesse Head was only

30 years of age wpon "May 25, 1790," and had not held "a license® as an accredited minister
nof the sect to which he belongs;" it would appear inconsistent with human conduct why the
Court Martial should instantly absolve him, “cleared of (off) muster role."

Again note carefully the beginning words of this ancient order, to-wit: nJesse Head returned
as delinquent." This language indicates perfectly plain that Jesse Head was coerced before
the Court upon executed process-—wsummoned-—éby an officer. Here is my theory concerning

_this ancient trial. Jesse Head had removed from outside the bounds {or linits) of his orig-

jnal district where his faxm of 150 _acrast was LOCAIEG.O "Road Rup" inko Springfield. Upon
his arrival in Springfieid, and being within proper age 1imit for Militia service, Jesse
Head was cited by legal process to come and serve, and in the event of failure Jesse Head
would be fined in the sum of "nine shilling for each act of delinquency.” Evidently Jesse
Head was within the clutches of the said Court Martial. The question arises, what saved
Rev. Jesse Head, who had been both cited and "returned as delinquent! from the infliction —
of fine? Exempted alone by "having a 1icense" as an accredited ninister “of the sect to '

which he helongs."

And again this idea may pe advanced, that if the State Law and the Governor's commissioned
officials gave full recognition to Rev. Jesse Head's "having a license;" why should not the
State Law acqQuiesce and approve the concurrent or harmonizing authority to perform the rite
of matrimony? It did in my opinion. i

Third, Rev. Jesse Head with the utmost fidelity toward the "license" which loyally acquitte
him before the Court HMartlal, ever thereafter certified the status of all marriages througl
the official ceremony of the ministry, and never feigned the office of a Justice of the
Peace to seal such sacred and holy union.

.....

Fourth, these Court Martial officials were selected and commissioned by the Governor, and
a1l records faithfully kept. Like all courts of record it was then and ig now entitled to
full faith and credit. ThelolorCa.8s he original book exists {(in a fire prool safe) whic
atbesta He anss. Head.as "having 8 llscensC. “Buch fact was “cleared O
off) mgter role" 20 g_before full age i ; so, therefore, any quest
5% This date appertaining to the existence of thaving & licenge" in behalf of Rev. Jease
Head's ministry at once relates back to the said original book and duly authenticates fron
such original existing record that came from the hands and hearts of the Court Martiale |
deed a maxim of our law reiterates a fundamental principle that an ancient judgment stand:
unimpeached in the full attestatlon of its truth.
For many years the public has been oppressed with disparaging remarks against the miniatr

Reve Jesse Head—-~and especially ugly stigmas hurled against the status of marriage in th
union of Thomas Licoln and Nancy Hanks——-because. of false rumors of a mere tradition to t

... effeat that Rev. Jesse Head was an impostor and marriage atteupte be
‘him void for want ofra_miniaterfa license oi e el e solgmized

record in the Washington County Gourt, or el

i ::ilgy*:fis - .‘..'-1.1_- S .
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whers in any court in the Commorwealth. An answoxr to such distrustful demons is this. Rev.
Jegse Head no doubt vas given adequate legal advice that as bhe had been acquitted in this
established court of record and before commissioned officials of the Commorwealth; that it
was not in accord with justice to heap @ ditional costs upon this hwmble pioneer minister by
coercing him to incur costs again in recording the fact of "having a license" im the Wash—
ington County Court. In other words one recording of a license in any court of record was
deemed sufficient. Also in pioneer days the Court Martial met frequently, while the County
Courts had only sessions. Therefore, this recorded information was of much greater publicity
upon the Court Martial record than if actually recorded in Lhe Washington County Courte. Hove
ever, the ‘ordination® of Rev. Jesse Head by Bishop Asbury on noetober 3, 18057, will ghortly
be reached.

(To be continued June 10, 1921)

o

ARTICLE FOUR Tebanon Enterprise June 10, 1921 By L. 95, Pence

o)

Since,the publication of the third slkatch, many questions have been asked concerning the 123

year judgment wherein Rev. Jesse Head held a license as a minister of the Gospel. It may be

interesting to know that the above-mentioned judgment is the only court order where the fact

 ig established that Rev. Jesse Head possessed & minister's license. However, it may be ei-
plained at this point that on "Feb. 15, 1805," where 2 parriage certificate containing
_egleven couples was returned by Rev. Jesse Head in the Washington County Court, he signed
this particular certificate of marriage as follows, to-wits “"Jesse Head, M. Me Eo Gs," means
ing a "Minister Methodist Episcopal Church.” This was almost a year before Bishop Asbury
ordained Rev, Jesse Head a #deacon” in the Methodist church,

The grders as contained in the \iashington County Court continue thus:

ERTR R P W11 Benjamin Hardin and others as 'trustees of the town of Spring-
field of the first part! hath 1indentured! unto "Jesse Head of the second part! two certain
lots situated in Springfield, Kye ng‘,dasseuﬂaag had bargained for and had erscted 2 -~
awelling house and was ;ixing_;nwﬁpzing£iald;ianay,-1?98, some two months before title as
above was passed.” .

tJuly 3, 1798, Upon the application of Abraham Hite, agent for John Hunter, it
i ordeéred that Jesse Head and Benjamin Hardin be empowered to take depositions, agreeable
to an Act of the General Assembly, and also ascertain boundary of lands and for all other
purposes.” This Benjamin was not the lawyer. 1 am of the opinion that Bernyjamin Hardin and
Jegse Head were brothers—in-law, although unable to prove such a fact, It will be remember
that Benjamin Hardin ori%inally pre-empted the ng) acre farm* gituated next to himself for

Jesse Headse Thi Road n, Then, next, we see Benjamin Hardin and others (trustee
making title to Jesse Head in opringfield, Kys Benjamin flarddn’s wif'o bearg the same name
asthe oldeat sister of Rev. Jesse Head's wife, —in ploneer days Kintolk settled in groups

and knit together a kind ol SRTTorm protection from depredations of the Indians.

ngeptember term, 1798, Washington County Court of Quarter Session,” An appeal
was prosecuted by Henry Lucasa versus Aaron Vancleave from a judgment rendered by Jesse Hea
Magistrate. The case was affirmed upon tha said appeal.

‘W%wummmr Head : i ;. Upad, deceaseds
;xmmLj;uxgihe,aeu;tﬁandﬂmade\gboicg of Jessa Head as eir guardi 4 is ordered
o be recorded.! The whde estate was 105 pounds, and divided among 8 hoirs.

;}EEBH.24.AﬂQﬂ. Ordered and directed that_Jesse Head and Josiah Wilson, Esquire
state and gattle the sccountg.of the estate of Burdette CGlifton, deceased, and maké repo
to the court." The above decedent was a brother to Baldwin Clifton, who was & pioneer

~ ister, and died in Nelson county before Washington was formed, Burdette Clifton died at
. the age of T8 years. .
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"April term, 1800. Washington County Court of wuarter Sessions®, In an appeal
of James Catlin versus James Whitecotion (Revoliutionary soldier) the judgnent as rendered
by Jesse Head was affirmed. The guit was over an old flint lock gun.

"July 8, 1800. This day came Leroy Smith before me,a Justice of the Peace, and
produced a wolf head and took the oath prescribed by law in such cases. Given under myhan
the day and year aforesaid. Jesse Head, Justice of the Peace.® At this date whoever kill
a full grown wolf was paid a sum of money. The oath referred alone to the age of the wolf
"Pregeribed by law" meant the such fact of full grown wolf.

“May 2, 1802." Jesse Head at this date was "a trustee of the town of Springfie

"April 3, 1803. Jesse Head was appointed "a commissioner to contract with some
proper person to erect posts and rails around the well and public spring of this town and
make all necessary repairs to same," 50 we see by Jesse Heads energy the hogs were fasten
out of the town spring., I suspect thls was the first industrial order ever put forth in
Springfield., Understand, may it please the cotirt; Springfield was the capital at that dat

QR'EDEELAu_lﬁQB." Jesse Head and John Head were selected by the heirs of full ag
to divide the estate of xhomas Head, deceased, agreeable to the law and make report to the
court." The decedent was jailer of Washington county for many years. .

< “qEngﬂlQ*mlﬁﬂﬂﬁ_hdlgﬁ_n,ﬁgggbﬁggggeded Felix Grundy as "president of the Board
of Trustees of Springfield." It is interesting to know that Felix Orundy was admitted to
practice law in Springfield--his home~—on "May 8, 1795." I suspect at the above date, "Ju
. 10, 1803," Felix Grundy was making removal to Nashville, Tenn,, where he became a celebrat
lawyer, and some years later President Jackson appointed him Attorney General of the Unite
States. Among old records once belonging to Rev. Jesse Head can be seen headings: "Office
Attorney General United States". Likely ¥elix Grundy did many a service of friendship for
Rev. Jesse Head. o .

“Dec. 10, 1803." Jesse Head rendered a Judgment as magistrate in a very comple
lepal guestion concerning "“Jurisdiction". From the decision of Jesse Head an appeal was

taken to the "Court of wuarter Sessions" and affirmed., From this last decision the matter
went direct to the Court of #ppeals of Kenbtucky, and finally affirmed. Excuse our enthuse
iasm, but Jesse llead was a "wheel-horge" in legal affairs. ‘

"May 20, 1805, Personally came Patrick liorgan before me, a justice of the peac
and made oath that a black mare now in the possession of Richard Beall as executor of iarg
aret Beall, dec'd., was given by said Andrew Beall when it was a colt to affiant, and it
was always considered by her as said Morgan's whenever spoken of by decedent to deponent.
Given under my hand the day and year above., Jesse lead, Justice of the Peace." This abov
order was a good "staggert, in pioneer days, to our present day "Order of Delivery", as de
fined by the Civil Code of Practice.

“Dec, 11, 1808, Ordered that %@Mg, sheriff, be allowed one dollar
for two called courts, and the same is ordered for immediate payment." (Signed) "Jease
Head, J. P, W, C," wmre®
M

"May 9, 1809, Ordered that Jesse Head be and he is hereby appointed to make an
hang shuttera to the lower windows in the court house."

*July 2, 16809, Ordered and directed that Jesse Head paint the window frames
and doors of the court house."

"October 10, 1810." Upon this date Jesse Head as "Justice of the Peace" signec
the order book of the Washington County Court for the last time. To make sure that the
above date was the correct one, I lnvited Hopn. Joseph Polin, of Springfield, to aid me in

this researchj and together we confirmed that date as the closing chapter in the official
life of Jesse Head in the Magistracy of Washington County. |
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In mJ%%pinion Rev. Jesse Head, in the spring of 180L, left Springfield, and returned to hi:
farm on "Road Run", He was compelled to make this change because of heavy expenses of a
large family in town. Rev. Jesse Head had three “orphans" apprenticed to him (likely othe:
. by gift of destitute parents) besides a wife and seven children to support. From 180L to
n1810", {the date he surrendered his Magistrate, I am convinced that Rev, Jesse Head did the
hardest farm labor, His signature of date "October 10, 1810" attached to the order book
of court indicates a farm hand signing; that is to say, the signature was hardly readable;
when in actual practice Rev. Jesse Head was an expert pemman and an able accountant,

In'1811" the nane "Jessye Head" was upon the Assessor's book of Washington County. Likely
in the fall of 1811 Rev. Jesse Head bid farewsll to his "Road Run" farm and permanently lo-
cated in Harrodsburg, Ky. The battle of life was always fiercely waged with the old patric

On May 7, 1811, "Jesse Head" owned " acres of land and 3 horses" on assessor's book. Afte
Rev. Jesse Head located in Harrodsburg his son's assistance no doubt was faithfully pledgec
in the struggle to aid his pioneer and patriotic father.

JANE RAMSEY HitAD

Hife of Egv, Jesse Head, deserves a noble remembrance. Shé was of an excellent family and
was the‘xnnngﬁstmaf_i;xg_ﬁaughmg_gmgiqﬁgggﬂ§ and Susanah Ramsey, of Bedford County, Penn, (
1789" she was maxried to Hev. desse Head, by the Rev. Bruce, and it is altogether
probable that the latter was Rev. Fhllllp Bruce, a Methodist minister of great distinction
and held important duties in parts of Pennsylvania and the states of Maryland and Virginia.
Rev. W. E. Arnold, editor of the "Central lethodist", acquaints me with the following fact:
In the autobiography of Rev. Jacob Young, a pioneer Methodist preacher of Kentuclky, he say:
"On hionday I left this delightful neighborhood (Junction of Chapline River and Beech Fork
River) and traveled through a broken country, and put up with a gentleman by the name of
Head, He had a very large family, was a clever man, and had a very pleagant wife," These
words “a very pleasant wife! was descriptive of this splendid pioneer woman, and no doubt
raeferred to the wife of Rev. Jesse Head. I venture the opinion that Jane Head had fried-
chicken for this itinerant Methodist preacher. It may be of interest to inform the reader:
that in 1786, in the Nelson County Court, that Moges Crume, (one of the very earliest Meth
odist preachers to invade the District of Kentucky) by order of the court was permitted to
erect & grist mill at the mouth of Chaplin River with the Beech Fork. Moses Crwne was a
ministar in (ky) Des., 1802, and his segond, son, Ralph Crume, married Miss Mary Linecolin(a
gg_gggglggggmgéggg;g)_ggughter of Abraham Lincoln who was killed by the Ingians at Greer's
Station. In May, 1798, Rev. Jesse Head was before the Court Martial at Springfield a8 &

witness for a "delinquent® named "Brazelton'.

Tt appears that Brazelton in Feb. 1798 had failed to attend "muster role" because of the
fact stated by himi "My wife was suddenly called to bed." The delinquent had Rev, Jesse
Head sworn as a witness, and Rev. Jesse Head testified as follows: "My wife was sent for
at midnight to go over to his wife's aid and the weather was awful bad". Jane Head risked
her life at "midnight" among the perils of wild beasts and savage Indiana to go to the aid
of her sex. A grand pioneer woman. Ancther superb trait of this excellent woman was her
affectionate care and motherly devotions bestowed upon the "orphans" sheltered in her from
tier home. By the Court orders three “"orphans" were appronticed to Rev., Jesse Head (and
there might have been others without any order of Court) and Jane Head with her prayers
ever hallowed His name in behalf of said innocent "orphans" that they might be useful men
and upright citizens in the forthcoming Commonwealth. NMay the blessed memory of Jane Rams
Head, like that of her eminent husband, survive all ages.

(To be contimed July 8, 1921.)

AXRTICLE FIVE Lebanon Enterprise July 6, 1921 By L. S. Pence

&» The first thing to be dons in Sketch Y is to answer a school pirl who asks for this inform

tion: "Please give a description of Rev, Jesse Head.” ,The University of Chicago has the

only drawing of RgX. jJesse Head known to exist, and through the courtesy of Hona h&§§£§ A,
M
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Heney, director of that.noted institution, valuable information concerning Rev.Jesse hLead
is directly given. "The picture is a profile. It shows s Jlarpe Roman nose,.prominent cleel

bene, and slightl cen cheek, So he was evidently tall and Jean., The forehead is hizh™
e hair sparse.” o

Hon., E. A, Heney alsc interestingly atates: "The picture is one of several hundreds which
came to us with the library of Colonel Reuben T. Durrett, of Louisville, Ky. There is no
note of any sort on it except an ink note: 'Rev. Jesse Head, minister, who married Thomas
Lincoln to Nancy Hanks.'"

Miss Mary A. Stephenson, of Harrodsburg, Ky., always conservative and accurate in her rea%;
work and well informed vpon the pioneer history of Harrodsburg, acquaints me with the follo
ing facts found of record in that historic town concerning the Rev. Jesse Head: "In the
original fxustee hook of Harrodsburg, dating from 1786, is contained the record that Jesse
Head hought a lot.qn the site now otcupied by the Harrod Hotel. In Farch, 1610, in the
sayg book.mention s made that at a later date he built a shop on this lot. Jessé Head was
a carpenter and a cabjinet maker of Tore-than ordinary skill for that eraim— -

*“aqgs. M. E. Sharp, of Mercer county, has in her possession a small mahogany bureau (about 13
by 2L) which was made by Jesse Head in 1836. Jkrs. Sharp's uncle obtained the bureau frow
Jesse Head and made a gift of the same to her when she was three years old. L////

N -
Jesse Head's first shop in Harrodsburg was adjacent to an old stone house occupied by Beria
Magoffin, Sr., father of Qov, Magoffin, Later the stone house was remodeled into a tavern
and the Head shop presumably removed to another part of the town.

On October 10, 1811, (one year precise from the last signed order by Jesse Head as "Magistr
of Washington county) Jesse Head was elected a trustee of larrodsburg to fill a vacancy
created by the resignation of George C. Thompson, a prominent citizen of that period., The
minutes also show the fact of Jesse Head serving in this capacity until 1815 when a trustee
was elected to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Jesse Head, he having removed
from the town, But in 1819 he is again mentioned-as serving in the capacity of trustee. H
was re-slected at different times until 1827, after which date his name does not appear upo
the records. While serving as trustee Jesse Head acted as chairman of the board upon frequ
occasions. The residence of Rev., Jesse Head for some years before his death, as asceriaine
from reliable tradition, was situated on north Main street between the Norfleet and Harbiso
property. His shop was with his residence during his later years. L/”";l

In 1830 Rev. Jesse Head with his son's aid edited in Harrodsburg ‘a paper called "The Americ
(see Acts 1830). Whether or not the venture was a financial success does not at this remot
date sesm to be known. Bascome Head, Sr., (called "printer,* gon of Jesge Head) had a long
career in journalism. On “March 20, 1886," the "Harrodsburg Democrat," in speaking of the

- death of this energetic man said: "He had a career 'at the case'! for more than 65 years and
even in his old age he was considered the swiftest compositor in Harrodsburg. He had many
warm friends emong the older citizens. He was a son of Jesse Head, a ploneer preacher, whc
married Thomas Lincoln to Nancy Hanks,"

liiss Stephenson concludes as follows: "The Rev, Jesse Head was an important factor in the
regulation and upbuilding of Harrodsburg, from the most reliable tradition. In the County
Court records of Mercer county can be found many marriage returns duly certified by REV,
JIESSE HEAD. In that early era above mentioned, when death took a pioneer from his toils
in the community of Harrodsburg, the Rev. Jesse Head made the coffin and preached the funer

REV. JESSE HEAD AS MINISTER
Tradition says that Rev. Jesse Head came over the "old wilderness" road into Washington cour
and in a few years after arriving in his frontier home began preaching the doctrine of Meth
odism to the frontiersman. However, the exact date when the ministry of Rev. Jesse Head be
gan is unknown. In the first sketch the name of Rev. Jesse Head was peculiarly assgociated
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‘'saddle and was off on the "old gray" mare for home. Bul with all of his blunders and oddi.
ties there was never a more energetic preacher to uphold good morals anong the settlers. |
endeavored to raise his country by the lever of religion,

(To be finished August 12, 1921)

ARTICLE SIX Lebanon Enterprise September 16, 1921 By L. S. Pence T

e

This last sketch (No. 6) of the life of Rev. Jesse Head should have been inserted on Augus
12, 1921, but on account of a severe illness of the writer, the concluding sketch comes on
month later. A review of the life of this earnest and pious pioneer lethodist preacher ha
been a pleasant task among the researches of Washington county's early history.

The Rev, Jesse Head began his service with the lethodist church in or about the year 1798.
Upon “October 3, 1805" Rev. Jesse Head was ordained by Bishop Francis Agbury a "deacon" in
the Methodist Episcopal church at "Houston's Chapel in Scott county, Kentucky." %“The Rise
0f lethodism in the West", a recent publication {1920), gives the following proceeding comnr
cerning Rev. Jesse Head, at page 101, outlining from the "Western Conference of 1805" whict
reads as followst "Date of October 3, 1805, Who are ordained deacons? Answers Jesse Hea
a local preacher" (and eight others.) Rev. Jesse Head was likely a local preacher and not
an ltinerant preacher by the fact of his having such a large family. o

The ordination of Rev, Jesse Head as a "deacon" in the Methodist Episcopal church by Bishop
Ashbury took place one year before the famous "marriage certificate" was vritten and signes
by "Rev. Jesse Head, D, M. E, C.," wherein is given the form of matrimony solemnized betwe
Thos. Lincoln and Nancy Hanks. The recent unearthing of the ordination of Rev. Jesse Head
by Bishop Asbury shows an authenticated and lawful right of performing the rites of matrim
was conferred upon him through the lethodist church. )

So, therefore, at the date, "June 12, 1806," when Rev. Jesse Head married President Lincoll
parents, he had the Methodist church authority of a "deacon" in addition to the original
right of a "minister."

However, it appears from every certificate signed and returned into the Washington County
Clerk's offiue, after "October 3, 1805," that Jesse Head used alone the office of "deacon"
making returns upon certificates of marriage.

There appears two certificates of marriage purporting to have duly issued and signed by BRen
Jegse Head which read as follows:

"I do hereby certify that by authority of license issued by the Clerk's office ¢
Washington county I have solemnized the rites of watrimony between Thomas Lincoln and Nanc
Hanks, June 12, 1806, A. D., agrecable to the rites and ceremonies of the Methodist Episcoj
church. Witness my hand. Jesse Head, Dn., M. E. C."

The above certificate Miss Tarbell used in her book, "Early Life of Lincoln." Both the (le
and Deputy of the Washington County Court denied all knowledge regarding the above certifi
when on June 28, 1921, I asked to inspect the said alleged certificate.

The second alleged certificate reads thus:

"I do certify that on the 22d day of September, 1606, I sclemnized the rites of
matrimony between Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks, according to the rites of the lethodist
Episcopal church. Jesse Head, D., ¥. E., C,"

Also the Clerk and Deputy could give no information whatever regarding this last certifica
when interrogated at Springfield, Ky., on June 28, 1921. BEvery certificate was examined ti
had been signed and returned into the Washington County Court by Rev. Jesse Head, but no t
could be found of this last alleged certificate.
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"The marriage bond executed by Thomas Lincoln reads as followuss .-
"Know all men by these presents that we, Thomas Lincoln and Richard Berry, are
held and firmly bound unte his Excellency the Governor Of Kentucky for the just and %ull
sum of fifty pounds current money to the payment of which well and truly to be made to the
said Governor and his successors we bind ourselves and our heirs, &c., jointly and several

- firmly by these presents sealed with our seals and dated this June 10, 1806. The conditio

of this obligation is such that whereas there is a marricge shortly 1ntended between the
above bound Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks for which a license has issued now if there be
lawful cause to obstruct the said marriage then this obligation to be void or else to rema
in full force and virtue in law. Thomas Lincoln (Seal)
Richard Berry (Secal)
Wltness, John H. Parrott,n

Two days after the above marriage bond was issued Rev. Jesse Head, at the home of Richard
Berry, in Washington county, Ky., perforimed the marriage that united Thomas Lincoln and
Nancy Hanks as husband and wife. A copy of the famous "marriage certificate% reads as fol
"I do hereby certify that the following is a true list of marriages solemnlzed
me, the subscriber, from the 28th day of April, 1806, until the date hereof:
- MJune 25, 1806, joined together in the noly estate of matrimony, agreeable
= the rules of the M. Ee C., Morris Berry and Peggy Simms.
"November 27, 1806, David Mays and Hannah Peters.
¥March 5, 1807, Charles Ridge and Annie Davis.
"March 24, 10807, John Head and Sally Clark.
“March 27, 1807, Benjamin Clark and Dolly Head.
*Jamuary 1L, 1807, Edward Pile and Rosannah Mchahon,
"December 22, 1806, Silas Chamberlain and Betsey West.
"June 17, 1807, John Springer and Elizabeth Ingram,
“June 12, 1806, THOMAS LINCOLN and MANCY HANKS.
"September 23, 1806, John Cambron and Hannah White,
"0ctober 2, 1806, Anthony Litsey and Rhoda Pirtle, L
"October 23, 1806, Aaron Harding and Hannah Botts. -
TApril 7, 1807, Daniel Payne and Christine Price.
"July 2k, 1806, Benjamin Clark and Dolly Clark,
"May ~-, 18006, Hugh Hasking and Betsey Dyer.
"September 2lj, 1806, John Oraham and Catherine Jones.
Given under my hand this 22d day of April, 1807,
Jesse Head, D, M. C, E."

In Washington county, Ky., from 1805 until September, 1810, Rev. Jesse Head married some 1
couples. In Mercer county he also married many couples,

Twenty-two years ago I attended a friend's marriage at the Catholic church in Lebanon, The
excellent priest, in the ceremony, stressed the fact to the contracting parties that God b
planned their lives and destinies to meet at the altar for the glory of the church and use
fulness of the Nation. I believed the well chosen words of the priest. Now I further be-
lieve in the utterance I am going to anncunce, to-wit: That Reve. Jesse Head, aided and dire
by Divine influences, traveled over the "wilderness road" from Maryland into the wilds of
Washington county, Ky., to become a "deacon" in his selected church where he officiated at
the marriage of Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Banks, and from the union of this couple a son wa
born who should lead a Nation from the shackles of alavery and bondage to freedom; and thi
ordained with as much certainty of Divine inspiration as was the mission of John Baptist. 1
whole world joined in a sgpirit that the American slaves should be free,

Rev. Jesse Head never lived to see the achievements for humanity that Abraham Lincoln, borx
to the parents whose union was cemented as husband and wife by the "deacon's" words, wroug
as the Chief Magistrate in the moral forces of this Nation,

Rev, Jesge Head died in March, 1842, years before the Justre of the mighty Lincoln grew tc
renown, even in the debates with the great Stephen A. Douglas.
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. Like the appearance of the hand of God in the vriting at Belshazsar's feast, we Leiol.
twenty-tliree years from the death of Rev. Jesse Head that President Lincoln’penned.h:)l\d EEAL
claration of Emancipation, therby carrying out the abolition of slavery that was set gika-a
flint in Rev., Jesse Head's mind, It should be made clear that no co

Ve ‘ _ nflict of human obliga~
. tion and of Divine will ever crossed in complete fidelity to the Nation's welfare,

In 1908 Congress erocted at Hodgenville, Ky., a costly memorial to the birthplace of Presi-
dent Lincoln., Gongress, however, omitted a plain duty in behalf of Rev. Jesse Head in fail
ure to erect in the public sguare at Springfield, Kyes (only a stone's throw from Hodgen-
ville) a marble slab, six feet wide at the base, ten feet in height and broad enough in
surface to contain in full the famous "marriage certificate! penned by Rev. Jesse Head in
Washington county, Kentucky.

Rev. Jesse Head was truly one included in the noble array of those who, for the promotion
of righteousness and truth among men, did endure hardness to face the trying experiences of
pioneer times to give positive proof of love that is found in sacrifice for humanity. '

Rev. Jesse Head sleeps in an unmarked grave in the cemetery at Harrodsburg, Ky., but in the
words of Lincoln, "His name and fame shall not perish from the earth,!"
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The above completes the series of articles as they appeared in the LEBANON ENT:SRPHISE but
an interesting comment relative to the origin of the articles appears on page 5 of the 16
page commemorative pamphlet entitled “THE MAN WHO MARRIED LINCOIN'S PARENTS~~—An Address b
Rev. William E, Barton, D. D., LL. D., Delivered at the Dedication of a MNonument at the
Grave of Rev. Jesse Head and Jane Ramsey Head, his Wife, in Spring Hill Cemetery, Harrods-
burg, Kentucky, Thursday, Nov. 2, 1922," This pamphlet was published by the HARRODSBURG
HERALD in 1922 (the owner-editor of which was D. M, Hutton, the husband of Grace Linney, an
Grace Linney was a decendant of the Rev. Jesse Head). #r. (The Rev,} im. Barton states th
while doing research for his book "THE PATERNITY OF ABRAHAN LINCOLN" (publishied in 1920) th
he was compelled to do some personal research in Wiashington County, Kentucky, and he furthe;
statesy ' '
"In this matter I was assisted by the County Attorney, Hon. Joseph Polin, and
subsequently, and to a larger extent, by Hon. Lafe S, Pence, of Lebanon, Ky,
Through the efforts of these friends and such investigation as I was able myself
to make, the career of Jesse Head in Washington county emerged and took form, an

Mr. Pence has himself written the substance of it in a series of articles printes
in Lebanon,™®

It is just possible that due to the interest aroused by the Hon, Lafe S, Pence in the serie:
of articles he pemned in 1921.-he even indicated Congress was remiss in their duty to erect
a publie monument in the Sprinpgfield public square to the honor of Jesse Head-~that the cit:
zens of Harrodsburg erected a tombstone over the graves of the Rev., Jesse Head and his wife,
although the HARRODSBURG HERALD in reporting the dedication of the tombstone the day followd
the dedication credited the Rev, William Barton as follows:

"Dr. Barton was the originator of the momument to Jesse Head and he made_the

first contribution to it."

Considerable data has been collected and distributed relative to the Rev., Jesse Head line,
some of it contradictory, but our primary references seem to be:
1, The Register (Ky. Historical Society) January 1921,
2. Lafe S, Pence (Lebanon Enterprise) Six Articles, running March thru Sept. 192
3e ¥me E. Barton (Harrodsburg Herald) "The Man Wno Married Lincoln's Parents® 19;
-l - ) PLife of Rev, Jesse Head" Author, publisher :
date not known but data reproduced in L. D. MicPherson "COMYILATION OF HISTO]
OF THE HEAD FAMILY", Pg, 18. .
Se Mra, Grace L, Hutton Letter to L. D, McPherson. Dec., 8, 1938 (See page 52 of
the McPherson notes,
: 1_6. Ky. Kinfolk column (Herald-Post of Louisville, Ky.) Pg. 21, Jan. 31, 1936,
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By Charles Guarino &
Albert Sedden

The Indo-European basic furm
root of the word head is
“kaput”’. In other words, this
is the prehistoric reconstruction
of it, but as we move to the
peint in history where surnames
first began to appear we find
that “heafod” was the ferm
used to describe the word head.

A dweller by a promontory
Jor hill, or mear the source “of
a stream or the head of a valley
would be described in the Old
English as “heafod.”

Many readers have enquired
what precisely “Old  English”
means and the period it
covered, It simply means the
English language as it was
written and spoken from lhe
beginning of the 8th century up
to the middle of the 12th,
icentury. It is also referred to
ias Anglo-Saxon,
| Head began as a surname in
England in the year 1166 when
it appeared on the Pipe Rolls
of Norfolk, It next appeared in
Yorkshire in 1246 and at this
time was spelled “Hede”. By
the 15th century the “Head”
spelling was solidified and we
find several familles of the
name owning land in the cenh at
part of England, ‘

The coat of arms which we
have illustrated is described in
heratdic records as: “Avgent,
a chevron ermine beiween three
unicorns’ heads couped gules.’

Lt

“coats of arms borne by them
~..and cach one has (he unicorn
.. ag the maln charge,

R
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”Whats In Your Name?’

SiEngland during the 16th and

“ ming {rom the one family iree.

ool your nome In 8 fulure column. writs

Ky., Friday. Oclober

)
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ot
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/
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Oue record shown the unicorns
heads as black however. The
unicorn is a fabled creature
represented as a horse with a
single spivaled horn projecting
from 1ts forehead. It is also
sometimes  shown with  the
beard of 4 goal and the Lail
of a lion, Ermine consists of
a while background with black
tips  and derives from the
weasel of the northerp vegions,
The fur of this animal turns
white in winter and the tm of
its tail is black.

Several families of Head were
kaighted in England and one
of these, Sir Francis Bond Head
was & colonial administrator,
He fought in the Battle of
Waterloo, (ravelled extensively
in South America and was
licutenant governm of Upper
Canada. :

There were four
families of the name

Important
located in

17th centuries and these were
related in the sense of steni-

‘The heraldie records show four

{Inferasied in your nama? 1 ynu
would ke to sex the history and arms

to “What's In Your Name?’ care ol} .
.The Laxington Hareld). ’

23, 1m0
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QUERTES

11,098.  HEAD, RODMAN.

‘Seek information on William Edward Head, Rev. War soldier from
Maryland, who settled in Washington County, Kentucky; did he
receive a veteran's land grant in Ky.? William's wife was Jane
and his children were: William Edward, Jr.; John; Jesse (did he
marry Nancy Hanks and Thomas Lincoln, Abraham's parents?);
Elizabeth; Martha; and Asa Head. Elizabeth Head married David
" Rodman; seek any information on Elizabeth and David Rodman.

Charles H. Bogart, 201 Pin Oak Pl., Frankfort, KY 40601

11,099. BARLOW, GILLOCK, MOORE, NORTHCUTT, WOODRUM

Seek information on the parvents of Elizabeth Barlow, who
married John G. Gillock on 15 Aug. 1825 in Jessamine County,
Kentucky. Also seek information on the parents of George Woodrum
and Elizabeth (Betsy) Northcutt, who married 29 Nov. 1829 in
Casey Co., Ky. Also seek information on the parents of Elizabeth
Moore, who married John Woodrum on 8 March 1855 in Casey Co., Ky.

Charlene Gillock Farrell, 8300 Springvalley Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45236

11,100. PIERCE, HENDRICK, WHEATLEY, HANCOCK

Seek the parents of: John Milton Pierce (b.07/20/1846;
d.01/01/1924), who married Jessie Hendrick (b.03/20/1848;
d.11/05/19129; James F. Wheatley (b.12/28/1831; d.1917), who
married Sara A. Pritchett (b.1837; d4.10/14/1909); and John Yates
(d.1816), who married Henrietta Cambron (11/06/1798). '

Patsy Yates Thomas, 215-7th St., Henderson, KY 42420

11,101. ROBY, ALLEN, ARMSTRONG

Seek the maiden name and parents of Mary Ann ??? who married
John Roby in Fleming County, Kentucky, circa 1832. She died 18
Aug. 1863 and is buried in Fleming Co., Ky. (eastern Ky.
reference). Also seek descendants of their children William,
Acquilla, Mary, and Heber. Also seek the parents of Lucy Allen,
born 28 Apr. 1822, who married John N. Armstrong, 13 Feb. 1838,
in or near Fleming Co., Ky. Lucy died 4 Aug. 1842,

E. A. Roby, 3213 Springcrest Dr., Louisville, KY 40241

Debra TLape (18797 State Rt. 58, Wellington, OH 44090) seeks ancestry of Kentucky
pioneer Gen. James Hilkingon (1767-1825), and information of his son, James Biddie (h.ca.1783, Penn.; m. Sugan
Haddell?; d.?), and (granddaughter?) Mary Ann (b.ca.1823, Hadison Cg., Ohio).

1988 KY ANCESTORS V24-2 1490




406 WEBB-MOORE-BLINCOE-BYBEE-McCANN: 1. Who was Philip Webb, who married Susan
Moore, May 17, 1826, in Madison Co., Ky? 2. Need parentage of Winney Webb (died
1823, Bourbon Co., Ky., had brother, Isaac Webb). 3. Need parentage of Samuel Banka
Webb, born early 1800's, (W. Va.?), m. Sarah Ann Blincoe, areas settled, Harpers
Ferry, W. Va.,, Loudoun Co., Va., Maryland, New Jersey area. 4. Need parentage of
John T, Jesse, Joseph, Elizabeth and Cordall Webb, Northampton Co., N. G. (ca.) 1790.
5. Who did David Bybse marry, in Culpeper Co.,; Va? Need ref./ proof of John Bybee,
Betsy McCann marriage (ca.) 1730-40. 6. Need Eliz. Bybee Webb's husbands name and
her mothers name. She was daughter of (James?) Thomas Bybee, who d. 1729, St. James
Parish, Goochland Co., Va.

Mrgs, Charles R. Fitzner, 4011 Lambert Avenus, Louisville, Kentucky 40818.

407 RUSSELL-STORRS-SMITH: Maj. John Russell b ca 1760 Richmond, Va. d ca 1820
Oldham Co., Ky. married ca 1781 Hannah Storrs, (dau of Joshua & Susanna {Pleasants)
Storrs, Henrico Co., Va.)}. They had among other children: (1) Mary Storrs Russell
n John Smith (son of Parke & Nancy (Sims) Smith.) (2) Elizabeth Quarles Russell
(1783-1865) m Thomas Pleasants Smith (1778-1846), (3) Malvina Adelaide Russell
(1805~1865) m Josiah Henson (1775-1857). (4) Susan Pleasant Russell m James Hollings-
worth. (5) James Lilburn Russell m Susan Hollingsworth.

Maj. John Russell, as a child may have been, the John Russell who chose William
Quarles of Spotslyvania (later to Louisa Co., Va.) as his guardian January 1772.
Who were the parents and ancestors of Maj. John Russell?
Mrs. Ralph G. Browning, 10513 Goloma Road, Rancho Cordove, Calif. 95670.

408 LAMBERT-POLKE: Who were the parents of Jesse Lambert? He married March 31,
1814, Lucy Polke (her father, Issac) in Boone County, Ky. They lived in Kentucky.
Later went to Hamilton Co., O. Son Ulysses C, Lambert married Isabella Glass, the
daughter of Sarah Gerard of Virginia and Vincent Glass of Tennessee.

Mrs. John Hackman, 3827 Aikenside Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45213.

409 MAUPEN-BOTTOM: Micajah Maupin (Cager) married Elizabeth Bottom in Green _
Gounty, Ky. June 1816. Had sons, Mariet born about 1818, Samuel, born about 18820.
Last record we have is 1845 Green County, Ky. Who were his parents? Daniel Maupin
who married Jane Via in Albemarle Co., Va. was in Green County, Ky. and died about
1825, Were +these the parents of Micajah? Micajah and Elizabeth Bottom Maupin

had some daughters. Who were they?

Talbott R. Allen, 3027 Preston Hgwy., Loulsville, Kentucky 40217.

4310 WILLIAMS-MOCK~HEAD: Samuel Williams, born about 1777, Maryland, died about
1863 Marion County, Ky. married, first 1797 Washington County, Ky., Elizabeth Mock;
married, second 1801 Washington County, Ky., Mary (Polly) Headt married, third 1841 .
or 1842 Sarah 7 Posgsibly 18 children, all born in Washington County, Kentucky.
Known children: Elizabeth, born about 1799, married James Jackson. Thomas Head,
born 1813, married 1836 Sarah Rodman; Henry Head, born 1815, married 1835 Sophia
Jane Rodman; Eliza, born 1816; Samuel, Jr. born 1824 or 1825, Probable children:
William W. born 1804-1810, died about 1837 Washington County, Ky., married 1831
Elizabeth Smith; Mary A. born 1818, married _ Scott., DNeed: parentage,

place of birth, brothers and sisters of Samuel Williems, Sr. and nemes of his
possible eleven other children. (14 children in household in 1820 census).

Mrs. W. L. Murry, P. O. Box 573, Greensburg, Kansas 67054.

411 GORDON-JENKINS:  Desire any information on the descendants of Ralph Newton
Jenking, born in Mason County, Ky., Aug. 1, 1798 and married Susan Gordon on Dec 18,
182l. Moved to Ripley, Ohio in 1839 and died there in 1861. My wife is a direct
descendant and we will be glad to exchange information. '
Colonel James S, Corbitt, 118 Gardner Avenue, Martin, Tennesses B38237.
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_ Tidited By J. Emerson Miller

Editor’s Note: In the mid-1930s, The Louisville Herald-Post conducted a geneélogy

column featuring materials sent in by its readers. We thought our readers would find the
column interesting. We will reprint parts from this column each month. Because they

were printed some 70 years ago, we donothave any other facts except those given below.

We hope our readers enjoy the Kentucky Kinfolks column:

Clifton

The Clifton family originated in
England, where Sir Thomas Clifton
owned estates in Gloucester. His fifth
son, James Clifton, married Anne
Brent; daughter of George Brent and
his wife, Marianna Peyton, whose
family traces in 1069 in England. The
Brents were prominent, wealthy
Catholies, coming to Virginia and
Maryland before 1670. James Clifton,

son of Sir Thomas Clifton, of Westley
Lancashire, probably came to Vir-
ginia under the auspices of another
Catholic, George Brent; as he appears
as a (head right) in a land grant to the
latterin 1677. James Clifton returned
to England before 1679 and died there
in 1714. James Clifton and his wife,
Anne Brent, had a family of eight chil-
dren. Thomas, the second son, born
1675, entered the Society of Jesus in

William C. Stone, 2034 Grasmere Drive, Louisville, KY 40205; ston4 100 @bellsouth.net,
shares this photo of the law firm of Marshall, Cochran, Heyburn, and Wells in 1970. The
firm was located in the Kentucky Mome Life Building in Louisville, Jefferson County,
Kentucky. The law firm merged with two other firms in 1972 to become Brown, Todd, and
Heybuin. L-R: Mark Davis, William C. Stone, Charles S. Cassis, Tom Spackman, Joe
Helm, Henry R. Heybumn, and Sam Wells. Seated is John Marshall, Jr.

1698, but left in 1699. Thomas Clifton
married Sarah Ashton, daughter of
John Ashton and widow of Philip
Alexander. After, Thomas's - death,

~ Sarah married her third husband a
* Mxr. MeGill, but by him had no jssue.

Her willis dated Novemher 1748: The
Ashtons, Alexanders, and Cliffons
were all prominent families in early
Virginia history. -

Rogers-Pitts _

John Rogers, son - of Joseph
Rogers, was born in Culpeper County,
Virginia, in 1762, and died in Scott
County, Kentucky, in 1829, married
Susannah ? and had a daughiter, Eliz-
abeth Todd Rogers, who married the
Rev. Younger Pitts.

Head

Edward Bascom IHead and his -
wife, Mary Minter, had issue: 1. Sarah
Jane Head, married Peter Brown; 2.
James Lowell Head, married Laura
Linney; 3. Jesse McKendree Head,
died unmarried; 4. Robert Ferguson
Head, married Josephine Randall; 5.
Edward Bascom Head, married a wid-
ow, Mrs. Carter; 6. Sidney Elizabeth
Head, married Nicholas Brown; 7. La
Fayette Head; died unmarried; 8.
Mary Ellen Head, died unmarried;
and 9. William Trainer Head, married
Elizabeth Freeman. .

- Jane Smith Head and John L.
Verbrycke were married in Harrods-
burg, Kentucky, September 26, 1813.
Issue: 1. Jane Irvin Verbrycke, born
July 18, 1815, in Mercer County, Ken-
tucky, died May 20, 1870, in Danville,
Kentucky, married, in Harrodsburg,
February 2, 1832, William Henderson
Linney, born April 18, 1810, died Oc-
tober 7, 1854; 2. Rebekah Verbrycke,
married John Terhune in Mercer
County, Kentucky; 3. Ellen Ver-
brycke, died unmarried; 4. William
Verbrycke. Rev. Jesse Head and his
wife are buried in the cemetery at
Harrodsburg.

Redd

William Allen Redd, of Fayette
County, Kentucky, married, first, Mil-




Editor’s Note: In the mid-1930s, The Louisville Herald-Post conducted a genealogy
column featuring materials sent in by its readers. We thought our readers would find the
column interesting. We will reprint parts from this column each month. Because they
were printed some 70 years ago, we do not have any other facts except those given below.

We hope our readers enjoy the Kentucky Kinfolks column.

Clifton

The Clifton family originated in
England, where Sir Thomas Clifton
owned estates in Gloucester. His fifth
son, James Clifton, married Anne
Brent; daughter of George Brent and
his wife, Marianna Peyton, whose
family traces in 1069 in England. The
Brents were prominent, wealthy
Catholics, coming to Virginia and
Maryland before 1670, James Clifton,

son of Sir Thomas Clifton, of Westley
Lancashire, probably came to Vir-
ginia under the auspices of another
Catholic, George Prent; as he appears
as a (head right) in a land grant to the
latterin 1677, James Clifton returned
to England before 1679 and died there
in 1714, James Clifton and his wife,
Anne Brent, had a family of eight chil-
dren. Thomas, the second son, born
1675, entered the Soctety of Jesus in

William C. Stone, 2034 Grasmere Drive, Louisvilie, KY 40205; ston4100@belisouth.net,
shares this photo of the law firm of Marshall, Cochran, Heyburn, and Wells in 1970. The
firm was located in the Kentucky Home Life Building in Louisville, Jefferson County,
Kentucky. The law firm merged with two other firms in 1972 to become Brown, Todd, and
Heyburn. L-R: Mark Davis, William C. Stone, Charles S. Cassis, Tom Speckman, Joe
Helm, Henry R. Heybuin, and Sam Wells. Seated is John Marshall, Jr.

1698, but left in 1699, Thomas Clifton
marvied Sarah Ashton, daughter of
John Ashton and widow of Philip
Alexander. Affer Thomas’s death,
Sarah married her third husband a

© Mr. McGill, but by -him had no issue.

Her will 1s dated November 1748. The

" Ashtons, Alexanders, and Cliftons

were all prominent families in early
Virginia history.

Rogers-Pitts
John Rogers, son of Joseph
Rogers, was born in Culpeper County,

- Virginia, in 1762, and died in Scott

County, Kentucky, in 1829, married
Susannah 7 and had a daughter, Eliz-
abeth Todd Rogers, who married the
Rev. Younger Pitts.

- Head

Edward . Bascom Head and his
wife, Mary Minter, had issue: 1. Sarah
Jane Head, married Peter Brown; 2.
James Lowell Head, married Laura
Linney; 3. Jesse McKendree Head,
died unmarried; 4. Robert Ferguson
Head, married Josephine Randall; 5.
Edward Bascom Head, married a wid-
ow, Mrs. Carter; 6. Sidney Elizabeth
Head, married Nicholas Brown; 7. La
Fayette Head, died uwnmarried; 8.
Mary Illen Head, died unmarried;
and 9, William Trainer Head, married
Elizabeth Freeman.

Jane Smith Head and John L.
Verbrycke were married in Harrods-
burg, Kentucky, September 26, 1813,
Issue: 1. Jane Irvin Verbrycke, born
July 18, 1815, in Mercer County, Ken-
tucky, died May 20, 1870, in Danville,
Kentucky, married, in Harrodsburg,
February 2, 1832, William Henderson
Linney, born April 18, 1810, died Oc-
tober 7, 1854; 2. Rebekah Verbrycke,
married John Terhune in Mercer
County, Kentucky; 3. Hllen Ver-
brycke, died unmarried; 4. William
Verbrycke. Rev. Jesse Head and his
wife are buried in the cemetery at
Harrodshburg,

Redd

William Allen Redd, of Fayette
County, Kentuvcky, married, first, Mil-




Hugh T. Crutcher, 4815 Louisville’ Road,

Frankfort, KY 40601, shares the photo at
left of Elisha Samuel Brown; his wife,

Mary Whitehouse Brown; and their chil-
dren {I-r); Ollen Gratz Brown (born July
15, 1895) and Mazie Lincoln Crutcher
(born June 23, 1892, Hugh's mother).

The photo was taken ca. 1910, possiblyin
Spencer County. Elisha was born August
2, 1840, in Mt. Eden, Spencer County,
Kentucky. His parents were Nelson Brown
and Nancy Hédden, He enlisted in the
Union Army in 1861 in Eminence, Ken-
tucky, and served in the Sixth Regiment,

Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Company
D, as first sergeant; until his discharge on
December 31, 1864, in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. Elisha was married firstto Emma
Young and had the following children:

Jolly R.; born July 29, 1866; Guy Y., born -
October 11, 1869; Hugh P., born July 15,

' 1871; and Elmer P., born June 6, 1873.
. He married Mary Whitehouse on May 29,

1890, near Wayside in Shelby County.
Elisha died November 13, 1922;-and Mary
died in 1927. After Elisha’s term of ser-

" vice, he returned to farming; teaching
‘school; and, atone time, tended bar atthe

Armstrong Hotel in Sheibyville, Kentucky:

b. ca. 1790-95, m. 1st, Jane Duff; m.
2nd, Cyrene Flack Prewitt Miller (m.
1st, Willis Hill Privett), Ky., Ind., Ark.,
or Tex.; Flacks of Ky.,N.C.,8.C,, Ark.,
Okla., and Tex.; Thomas Nelson,b ca.
1710/20 hadAbraham b.ca. 1742, had
a son, b. ca. 1762; all from Ky, Va., N.
C., 8. C., Ga., Tenn,, Okla., and Tex
Ahraham, m. 1St, Tobleaby Patterson;
m. 2nd, Jennett'?, possibly Cantrell,
dau. of James; or a Harris, was related
to Delila Taylor Nelson, Hance Nelson,
and A. M. Wilson. Any help appreci-
ated.
Suzanne Thomas
5515 Fall Creek HWY
Granbury, TX 76049

Head

Seek info. on Hadley Head, b. ca.
1754, Va., d. after 1822, Henry Co., Ky.,
m, Mildred ?, children: James, Ben-
jamin, Zachanah Elizabeth, John,
Mary, and Nancy. What was Mildred’s
‘maiden name? Any info. appremated

Ruth LaMaster
219 N, First Street
Scottsburg, IN 47170

Seymour-Hogg

Seek info. onrelatives of my mother,

Della: Seymour Ison, b. 1906, Mid-
“ dlesboro, Ky., dau. of Mary Jane

Seymour ‘and ‘Howard Seymour (d.

'1908). Also, seek info. on Judge Byrd
- Hogg, son of Cynthia, cousin to my fa-
ther, Steve B. Ison/lsom (Clay Co.,.

Ky.),Whitesburg, Ky. Any info. appreci-
ated. B

Bertie Ison Ruth Hess

4126 Via Mirada

Sarasota, F1. 34238

jnhess@webtv.net

King-Carpenter

Seek info. on descendants of Ally
King and Lillian Carpenter, sister to
my mother, Nannie Bostic, Campton,

Ky. Any info. appreciated.
W. T. Bostic
101 Ehm Street
Clinton, TN 37716
865/457-2069
bosscat@icx.net

Rice-Williams-Arnett
Seek info. on the following: Marion
Rice, b. 1854, m. Brentha Gee, lived in
Carter Co., Ky. Who were his parents
and siblings? Garfield Williams, b.
1863, m. Lucy Williams, livéd in Carter
Co., Ky. Who were his parents and sib-

lings? What was his connection to Hiram
and John Cornett and Hezekiah Jones?;
and Roy Arnett, b, 1906, Greenup, Ky,
son of Eliza Jane and Francis Arnett, d.
1994, What are the details of his prison
time bet. 1927 and 19417 Any help ap-
preciated. .
Diana Chaplin
P. 0. Box 3002
Marion, IN 46953
dchaplin24@hotmail.com

Hounshell

Seek info, on George Washington
“Wash” Hounshell, Breathitt Co., Ky.,
had J. H. “Jake” Hounshell, m. Lucinda
Noble. Any info. appreciated.

Clara L. Henson
601 W. College Avenue
Stanton, KY¥ 40380

" Lewis

Seek mfo on my g. grandfather,
William Lewis; and my g. g. grandfa-
ther, Robert Lewis, m. Sarah ?. They
are believed to be from Hyden, Ky. Any
info. appreciated.

: " Christopher Lewis
4636 Rapid Forge Road
Bainbridge, O 45612
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AT e

MARY RHODES (Cambron) SALLIE RHODES (Boone)

b. 1836 d. 12-23-1915

LOUISE M. RHODES (Head)
b. 1840 d. 2-24-1916

SK'ANN RHODES

MARY RHODES m. Thomas Cambron

Wm. Cambron

SALLIE RHODES m. Boone

Its seems from obits in Bibl i oonejwas Sallie’s mother-in-law.

Sallie Boone Mollie' Boone

MRS Wit

LOUISE M. RHODES m. William Henry Head
b. 1840 d. 2-24-1916 b. 10-10-1814 d. 2-3-1896

MARY ANN “MUDDY” HEAD (Hughes) ADRIAN I HEAD
b. 1871 b. 1875 d.6-15-19162




