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MATHERLY-PURDOM FAMILY
OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

David Houston Matherly (1853-1934) and Sa.rah Frances ?% pr /
(Purdom) Matherly (1852-1934) came to Washington Coun- ? 196G ¢
ty in the 1890s.. i
4 Married in Mercer County (1874), they lived on Deep
Creek off Harrodsburg-Mackyville Road near the
Washington County line until moving to a fgrm .they pur-
chased (Derwood Shewmaker farm) near Mac!(vﬂle on the
Willisburg Road.

He was a son of James Jefferson Matherly (1825-1905) i
and Elizabeth (Devine) Matherly (1830-55); grandson of -4
Banister Coleman Matherly (1803-61) and Susanna 217

(R
&5
Y

Matherly (1803-61), all of Mercer County, and his .
,(g'xl":gtlo;)randpareflts were Israel and Sarah (Cheney) {aze
Matherly (married in North Carolina 1778) who settled at » _.

Deep Creek in 1810, coming from Virgm_lé. ' Sl i
The Matherlys originally came from gt Ve

Her parents were William (1825-1910) and Elizabeth
(Blacketer) Purdom (1828-55); grandpare_nts were Mar-
cus and Polly (Billator) Purdomt married in 1814, and her

a1 V% % A éa—k
great grandparents were J‘/’ %7,/ e we on ;L/Q ey
il e >3 e PPN ‘\j M ughg

The Purdoms, farmers and timber people, also settled
at Deep Creek. They came from Wales via Englz}nd after / 7
1770.

The seven children of David (Dave) and Sarah Mather-
ly, and their offsprings were:

William Jefferson Matherly (1875-1960), married Sally
Shewmaker (1875-1961), son, Roy Matherly. i

Mecie Willis Matherly (1876-1901), married Oscar
Sweeney, daughter, Gladys Sweeney, ’

Ollie Elizabeth Matherly (1878-1963), married William
Lee Shewmaker (1873-1928), children, Ona (Mys. Herman
Kays); Jewell (Mrs. Ruel Keeling); Georgia (Mrs. Roy
Gabhart), and Hansford (Hamp) Shewmaker. 2

Cordelia Pearl Matherly (1882-1962), married Wiitiam
Dell Bottom (1881-1963), children, Maurice Bottom, Ray-
mond Bottom, Mrs. Frances Beck, Mrs. Sally Norton, Mrs.

Willa Frank, and Robert Merril Bottom. '

Flora Belle Matherly (1884-1958), married Herman
Shewmaker (1882-1964), children, Granville Shewmaker, :
Thelma Shewmaker, and Mabel Frances Shewmaker y; 7/?
(Mrs. R. C. Moore). , : A

Robert Matherly (1887-1977), married Ada Kays
(1888-1936), children, Miss Mayme Frances Matherly and
Evelyn Matherly (1916-26). :

Charles Hartford Matherly (1893-1977), married Edith
Trent (1896-1986), daughter, Mrs. Marilyn Matherly
Fender. -

Mr. and Mrs. Matherly were prudent people. He was
short in stature and recognized as one of the county’s best
known farmers and livestock producers. She was a
housewife whose tasty teacakes were enjoyed by her own
and three succeeding generations.

He. was oft quoted. “ *Pon (upon) my honor,” he would 72
vow in verifying his spoken words, and made sage
reference to peoples’ favor-trading activities by saying
“There’s policy in war.” :

I They were Baptists and bold in pointing to biblical war-
nings and promises that reveal fear of God as a divinely
approved motivation for pursuing righteousness.
| The influence of David and Sarah Matherly is still exer-
cised as the year 2000 approaches. It is evident in lives of
their descendants living around the world. 2 29

Washington countians in 1989 among their descendants aid
are granddaughters Miss Mayme Frances Matherly,
retired teacher, Springfield; Mrs. Roy (Georgia) Gabhart,
Mackville, and Mrs. R. C. (Frances) Moore, Mooresville.

Great grandchildren in the county are Mrs. George
(Wanda Shewmaker) Matherly and Lynn Keeling, Spr- . H opted
ingfield; Kenneth Gabhart and Mrs. Mitehell (Dottie A
Shewmaker) Burns, Mackville, pdé&l@“ w Ynevte e eho g -
Wprsllny frurvte Stiok ’1 SRl b wi}f‘@mm 7
Pl —— L, Wg;w«@f%ﬁw&w@f Bryfrin
There are also a number of great, great, great, great ‘

grandchildren. PR P!
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Simpson in Harrodsburg on 0Z-MAR-1312 (MCM Bk. 28, Pg. 56). He was
twenty-seven and she was nineteen. EBoth of them were born in
Washington Co.  Her parents were Dave and Lettie Simpson. The
witnesses were A. Matherly and G. €. EBottoms.

sterling Matherly (b. 26-JAN-1919, d. Z5-AFR-1924), son of Raymond
and Grace, is buried in the Peters Cemetery in Mackville. He married
Virginia M. Darland, one of James M. (”Dick”) Matherly Sr. ’'s
descendants on 07-0CT-124&.

William W. Matherly, said to be the oldest of George W.'s
children, married Laura B. Martin in Springfield on 2Z-0CT-1893. {The
bond date was 21-0CT-1233.) They were married at Wm. Erown’'s by the
Rev. R. L. Purdom. The witnesses were John Peter and J. T. Earker,
and the surety was Sherman Bottom.

W. W. and Laura B. had at least two daughters. Lecna married
Carral Stopher on ZO-DEC-19Z8 in Mercer Co. (MCM Ek. 40, Pa% 75
Eolin married Kearney B. Johnson (s/c of Will and Margaret Johnson) at
Bruner’s Chapel in Mercer Co. on O2-DEC-19Z1 (MCM Bk . 273, Bg+ &6}
with the Rev. J. G. Prather officiatinag.

?

Vernon Lee is thought to have been the youngest of George W.'s
children. One of his sons, George Vernon Matherly, is & retired
banker in Springfield, Kentucky. His wife is a descendant of David
Houston Matherly and, as a result, they and their descendants are
among those featured in the section devoted to the James Jefferson
Matherly line. Like his sister, Mrs. Helen Lipsey, George Vernon was
not able to provide any additicnal information about his family’'s
history. M#ES Mayme Matherly, a neighbor of George Vernon, knew of

two more sons of Vernon Lee! Raoy Marvin and Donovain Turner.
Mabel Matherly (1896-1962), wife of Vernon Lee Matherly, is buried
in the Feters Cemetery in Mackville. EBeside her is Frank Morris

Matherly (1921-1939).

In a letter, Mrs. Lipsey wraote that her uncle, Walter Jeffries

latherly, Sr., traced the family tree about thirty years =T Ll
Unfortunately, Walter and his wife are both deceased and Mrs. Lipsey
did not know where the information is now located. Walter Jeffries

Matherly II believes us that there may be some genealogical
informaticon among some of his late parents’ papers, and he pclans to
investigate this possibility.

Rosa Matherly married Thomas Purdom at George Matherly’s in Mercer

Co. on 26-0CT-1897 (MCM Bk. 17, Pg. 4€6). She was 21 years old. The
surety was Andrew Lester.

Mary F. ("Fanmmy”?) Matherly married T. Sherman Bottosm on 21-FEE-
1285 at George Matherly’s in Washington Co. (The bond date was 13-
FEE-1283.) George W. Matherly was the surety (WC 1826-1893 Bonds,

Fg. 1853. Fanny and Sherman are buried in the Peters Cemtery at
Mackville. Fanny’s daughter Florence married Johnnie Devine, a barber

from Danville.

Eecause more information is available on Walter J. Matherly,
line than on most of the other lines from George W. Matherly's
children, the details on him and his descendants are presented in the
family group format. weseddn previogs chasdlorc!
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M 7 Walter J. Matherly, Sr.
. OZ3-MAY-12858, near Mackwvil
g, 25-SEF-1954, Gainesville,
bur
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You was intaraktfd in gnowing a0 your

gre=ndm otqor IHTIOJ was, hence 1 wsg in the court
House as Herron ba.g and 1o0xed tarou h an index
snd L faund thut one 4. ... suraom, wes marriea to

2lenor liinor IB8&7--another i.li. FBraom married

isry Js=ne .ussell in tne yearlg56 and thet williem O.
rurdonm narrlndruoga o&lmon in yr. 1907. 1 knew this
woman who became to be the wiiow of Ben ratterson, and
iied just 5 fiew yeers £go here in Herroasburg.

Thought that you might figure out irom tais
iniormation the answer to your inguiry.

it wes nbce to see you &nd your asughter during
the holidaye. 1 ¢nn very well remember the close
friandship of my our grandmother snd your father--1 took
her to Ifrcrviile at differed times to vicit.

incerely
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1st:

2nd: Lemuel
Sr.
+

Judith

ISRAEL SARAH
MATHERLY--——-—7————— CHENEY
]
———————————————————————————— Note: lsrael and Sarah
! H had five sons and seven
Henry Banister daughters. We have
Archelaus Ccleman presented only partial
- + lines for the three
Celia Susanna cons who are expected
Shewmaker to have descendants at

Reynolds
(probable)
]

]
!
Lemuel
Jr
+

3rd:

Elizabeth

Strader
1

1
t
]
'
]

4th: Alvertis
L. L

(others)>

1st:

2nd:

Taylor
!

(probable)d today’s Gathering.

1

! ______________________________

t ! ! !
Israel James Elijah Banister
Sanford Jefferson Francis Green

+ + + +

1
Narcissus M. Elizabeth Julia Ann Mary C.
Casey Divine Lester Drewry

] ] ]

! 2> ! !

! Lucinda H. ! !

! Cull ! !

! ! !

! ! !

John James M. Jotis Marion
Archelaus (Dick> Francis Douglas
Sanford David Annie
Augustus Houston Bell
Bertha Luvenia F. (others?
Stella (Fanny>
(others) William
Coleman
(others>
MYSTERY MATHERLY LINES:
Janes Jeremiah Note: Although
Tilford these lines are
+ + probably connected
Martha Martha E. with Israel, no one
Webb Lawson has yet been able to
establish such ties.
David George V.
- +
Mary F. Martha
Foster Lawson
Ethel William W.
James Vernon
Irvin Lee
(others> WValter

Jeffries

tothersd
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August 11, 1991

Mayme Matherly
209 E. Virginia Ave
Springfield, Ky. 40069

Dear Mayme,

It might not be too long before | come to see you. | will be sure to call you
before | come. | know you are gone a lot.

| have been in contact with Faye S. Sanders of late. | have begun purchasing
her books because it would be almost impossible to have enough time to
come to the Washington Co. Library to look through them. The University of
Kentucky Library might have them, but | would just as soon buy them and
then | could do research to my heart's content without leaving the house.

There was some information that you and Eathel Richard both sent to me
that | want to ask you about. 1t concerns the family of Abraham Smith Kays
and his wife Myrah Belle Deadmon Kays. One of his grandchildren by Edward
and Naomi Pear Gibson Kays was Mary Louise Kays, married to an England,
but the first name wasn't listed. Faye Sanders went to high school with her.
The way it came up was that Faye asked me if any of the Kays family | was
researching came from Tatham Springs. Faye told me she thought Mary
Louise still lived in Tatham Springs, but was a widow. She thought her
married name was Ingalls or some such spelling. She could have been
married again. The Tatham Springs listing should probably be in your
telephone book. If you could , would you see if you could locate her for me? |
would like to write her and get more information on her family. You may
even know someone in Springfield that might know her.

If the history is going to come out in August, | might wait until it is
published before | come. If it is going to be later, | will probably try to
come on.

I have noticed in some of the books Faye has had published on the cemeteries
has your name in them. You must have spent a lot of time coping the records
from the gravestones. | know what it is like from the small amount that |
have done.

How is Mary doing these days. | know some months ago you said she was
getting along a 1ot better. | hope she still is.

Hope to hear from you soon.

Meert
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